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       CHAPTER XVI.

       Salom£>  full of all she had heard and seen, and knowing the value of first impressions, and the effects of suspicion and jealousy on her brother, had rode as far as Eltekon to meet him. She soon separated him from his retinue, and thus began;   '

       " Peace and honour att^id the steps of my lord the king. Great is the joy which succeeds to grief when die false reports of the wicked and designing have caused our t^ars to flow; such has been ioiine since I hdard, that you were safe^ and all men satisfied, that you were a spotless king.'^
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       ^Z   MARIAMNE.

       The monarch, fearing that she was about to enter on a subject which was the phantom of his soul, interrupted her;

       '' Thanks Salome; I always knew that your affection was such as a sister^s should be, and that you would rejoice at every good which happened to me. How is my beloved Mariamne and my sons? I shall see her on die Palace top chiding my delay, and saying, * Why does he tarry, why are bis steiKls so  s1qw«'  Let us hasten on, for I would meet my love with die speed of the mountain roe/'

       He tottdied his steed with the rowel, and would hare bounded onward, if Saknae had not arrested his speed, by saying;

       ^^ Ah, fleet must be the steed, my broths, that can overtake a treacherous woman/'

       Herod cditqpped short, and exclaimed;

       ^^ The import of those words is tveason to my ears. Did I hear righdy? Say-^What wouhl you mean  T

       Salome affected grief, and replied;

       *' AtaB, I always told you that the Triumvir loved her."
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       MABIAMNE.   3

       The king interrupted her by saying with eager voice,

       "Well,—What of that? He is with the Parthian, and there may he rot. But why tell me that he loves my Mariamne?"

       Salome turned aside, as she replied;

       " I cannot be the unwelcome bearer of such intelligence. Go to Jerusalem, aiid you will soon be tdd it/'

       The king wes, by this time, worked up to a degree of wrath, that made even Salome afraid; for bis cokmr came and went, and h¥f, eyes jBashed fore, while bis pale lips quivered as he muttered vengeance. Then, in a voice that made his sister start, he demanded;

       " By your loyalty I command you to disclose all you know,"

       At the same time he stopped his steed, and waved his band for bis retinue to retire. Salome had recovered her temporary alarm, and was again th^ cool determined revengeful spirit. She bowed her bead, and replied;

       *' Since the king commands, I obey.—Mari-amne, Alexandra, the faithful Babarrah, and B 2
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       grateful Dermah, with others, have left Jerusalem, and sought the protection of the Roman Commander Julius, whom I heard had been in constant correspondence with Antony/'

       At these tidings the blood flushed hisx^heeks, anger fired his eyes, and he called out, as he dashed the spurs into his counter's sides;

       '' For Jerusalem."

       Salome was left with hardly an attendant, and all were wondering what had happened to thus excite the monarch's wrath. This Erinnys began to repent that she had not tdd her tale so as to include more of the poison which she wished to instil. She had not long to regret her dulness; for in a few minutes Herod came riding towards her without any follower. His anger no longer seemed to agitate him like a tempest of the soul; his face was of an- ashy paleness,- his brows were lowering, his mouth drawn close, and determination painted on his countenance. He addressed his sister as be turned his horse to pursue the same route;

       " TeU me all you know of these foul proceedings.    My anger was justly excited and
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       nature in me will hare her full sway for a time. I have my duties to fulfil, and so must be prepared. When did they leave Jerusalem ? Why did they go to Julius, and not to Arabia with that old earless Priest?"

       She replied with precision^ tinctured with austerity;

       "  Sire, my afl^tion made me desirous of gently and gradually touching the tenderest bonds of our nature, which, in you, have been so cruelly un^tefully lacerated. Now you forget the close degree of kindred that we stand in, and above all my long-tried unvarying love, and commaiid me to make known all I can tell as a secret of state, I shall obey my lord the king, though reluctantly, becaui^ it will fill hie K«art ^th ^ief and indignation. Alas, such cares are our daily lot.^

       ** Sister, forgive my anger;—^the facts, not you, exceed it. . I come to receive information from you, not to den^md it. I am assured of your love, so freely taU me all that has happened, that my astonishment may not give my enemies cause to rejoise. My heart stops its beat that I b3

       Digitized by

       Google

       may listen.   Come> Salome, be kind, and tell your wounded Iwother/^

       '*  Ah Herod/' replied the artful woman, " you ever held the reins of my heart and tongue, so I will obey you for once, reluctantly.—^Your death was reported; consternation and grief filled the city. Attendants hastened to the queen's apartments ; she was found attired in ber robes of state, sitting with anxious looks fixed upon her children, and so made the weeping women think that she had heard the dire report, and in excess of anguish had foi^ten her dress and sleep, and come with instinctive fondness to her chil* dren. She started from the ground, and with a loud and wondering voice demanded the cause, when she hesurd it, she gave one shriek, sei2ed the spear of some fierce Asmoneaiu  ^mA  called aloud for Babarrah and for help, and vowed to defend herself and babes against Ihe Egyptian queen and Antony* Babarrah was at hand, as if expecting to be summoned, and,ti7tYAott^  ceremony^ eniUredy(mrmftf$apart$mnt.  In the same breath your queen ordered your uncle, whom you left procurator with her, to be seized and confined/'

       Digitized by

       Google

       m^^^f^^m

       MARIAMNE.   7

       At these words the Uetening monarch started and with a wild and troubled look repeated Iheiki;

       "  Seized and confined—Joseph my procurator and uncle to be seized and imprisoned*^'

       His eyes glanced on Sakmie'ist as if he trcmld tead her inmost thoughts and he added;

       *' Why did ^e ordw him to be saaed?"

       Salome cooly continued;

       " I knofw notr--neithet can I tell why she marshalled with her spear an hundred  ci  her guard ai^ gave her children to their protection.''    .

       Herod closed his teeth and groaned with impatient bitterness, then quid^ly said;

       " What then ? go on, go on." She remarked;

       '*  Joseph would have doubtless stopped ber from leaving Jerusalem, though tiie report of your death had been true, for more reasons than it would please you to listen to."

       He turned towards her and with tremulouib ▼coeesaid; '' Tell then me--I can bear them." 94
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       With an affectation of saciificing her feelings to her duty she continued;

       ''  Whose protection could Mariamne think of seeking but the Triumvir's when she sought the guardianship of JuUus  V*

       He stopped her and observed;

       " That does not tell me why Joseph would have detained her—he, yes, he always admired her/'   '

       Salome paused, as she caught his words, with;

       " Ah—You have saved me the painful trouble of proceeding in this disclosure, which may at last have only appearances to support it—^remember another Joseph left a portion of his garment in a woman's hands."

       The king was violently agitated as if some internal tortures were racking his soul, then burst into an agony of wrath and seizing her rein exclaimed with choking voice;

       " Tell me all you know, or I—I will—"

       His hand grasped with a convulsive motion his dagger.   Salome grew pale.and said;

       " What Herod would you do to poor Salome who is ready to tell you all she  tkmks?^'
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       MARIAlttNJS.   ^^

       He resiiHued his fbnner attitude and in a kinder tcme answered;

       " Grood Salome my soul iskdnowed up—O Mariamne^my loved Jlariamne.''

       He placed hil^hand upohhisbrow^ and thoughts of his foul murder of her brother flashed across his mind with a withering blast> and he trembled

       as if he felt that the hour of retribution had

       »

       arriyed. After a time he recovered himself and with intense anxkty required her to continue. She spoke with more caution thsm before.

       '' I  saw Mariamne hurry through the private passage to her retiring ¥oom; her manner dedled my attention—She did not perceive me—I went to the private passage^ and met Joseph tracing her steps.'*

       Herod shook while chokii^ sobs burst from his bosom and some burning  teoxs  forced them-s^hn^ from his  e^^,  iat loigth he exclaimed;

       '*  A foul devH—-my unde too^ so smooth foQgued and iPespectful-^foHdw the qu^en my wife with stealii^g tread through private pas-^ sages to her Arm()il--she agitated—guilt in her very steps.''

       B 5
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       His feelings were too much affeetwl to permit him to speak for some time wlieawith tendaritiasi and tears he said;

       *'  Poor Mariamse to have &Uen saloir."

       Then he muttered as he laughed hyvterieaDy;

       ^' Thou shalt asc^»l unto th3r1»0di0r/^

       Large drops of perspiratiai fell from his brow a|id he said as to himself;

       '^ Yes—^he must have told her, atud so won her—it was not lore but vengeance—^and to crown her spite she's gone to Antony^Eh^ this is more than I can bear, curses on them all, I will have vengeance too."

       The latter though were expressed in a tone oi  wrath, and he spurred his steed and rode away for Jerusalem.

       IV^ishix^ to enter the city and gain the Palace unperceived, he took a different route, passed his attendants who had waited for kim and soon entered by an unfte^nted gate and arrived at the Palace. With quick trenMng steps and angry look he hastened to the haU where Mari^ amne dressed and surrounded by her attendants awaited his arrival.
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       No Me obseir^ed him soon enough to lipprise the queen> and he was in the apartment before dhe knew he had approached the eity. She was nttmg near a latdce looking towards the hills which he had descended, and now and then a m^ escaped her.

       The wondering inca^arch gazed for st moment in mute surprize at finding het there, and was on the pokit of clasping her to his bosom, with the first eSu^ons Oflove, when the recdlection of Joseph harmg ftdlowed her flashed into his me** mokj,  and presented him. She arose and went forward to embtace him—TTie agitated king withdrew dnd t^Jung her hand said in a hollow vmce;

       ** Come wifli me I hare sad tidings for you.''

       Mariamne for a moment fc^ her indignation rise at his evident r^ecti(»t  ci  her emlnrace, but at his look dnd words her heart sunk within her, then palpitated with unwonted quickness. By the time the^ reached her apartment, con-seiotts imiooenoe and nobl^iess of i^irit had restored her to a more composed state. H6-rod clofiied the door, then turning towards her b6
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       fiereely and suspiciously, and wkh some irony.

       '' Marianme, I hear that you have.so^ht the protection of those Romans of whoin;you were wont to speak so kindly."

       She looked on him for a moment, when the majesty of l^r countenance seemed to change the current of his feelings.

       "I  littte thought that my affection would have been treated with scorn, and my feelings outraged by such unbecomii^ sarcasm. It was reported that you were dead. No contradictory intelligence was receired. We dreaded tumult, faction, and civil strife. Our sons are infants; though I hate a Roman and a heathen, for their sakes and your iKmour, I did int^id to seek the protection of Julius army. If I erred, it was fo^  YfB^t  of judgm^t. Whai we received the tidings of your safety and accumulated honours, our grief was turned to joy,, and pur ccmstema^on to the tranquilUty of safety; Has 9iy lord the king any other; chai^. to urge against his Asmcmean wife ?"

       Herod bad kept his eyes fixed <m her while
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       she spoke; and as h^ beauty and indignation kindled with her words, his love and adimiratioh retun^ with tenfold force, but in an instant his face  become sufiused; and as he groaned, he looked on her, then paced to and fix>, and at last, while he stared on her and clenched his hands, said;

       '*  No, no, one so fair, so magnanimous,.is not guilty."   >        .

       Marianme, in an indignant and commanding voice, exclaimed;

       " Guihy—Guihy of what ? The wretch that has impeached my loyalty is a false and accursed traitor. Herod, never was an Asmonean Prin^ cess before accused of treason.  The  first wretch who has thus impeacl:^ your wife, sludl not go unscathed.   Who was it?    I wiH know.*'     '

       He paced and tmpned and looked on her, and paced aga&i, then, fixing his scrutinizing eyes oa  her, said;

       *'  Did one Joseph ever fottow you to your chamber?"

       Indignatum flashed  fyxm  her eyes, she started firom him, exclaiming;
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       "  Unkaad me. Did  inKipk  ertr  tcikm mt to where-^my ditmber? No; if be had, I would bave  jlxmgpd your dagger tb  his hnurt."

       These words inereased hissurprise^ and called him to a calmer state, and becontinaed;

       '' I do not doubt your fidelity, but only ask if Joseph followed you/'

       "  Your askix^, and your manner, imply suspicion. I cannot feel any thing but con* tempt aad utter scorn at your imbecile jealousy/'

       Hetod assumed a more composed look, as he tmaxked^

       '' My quettioiLis not answered/'

       She; smiled with all the keen contempt that virtue caa add to indignation, and replied;

       '^ It dewnred no answer. But lest your jeafeusy should oonstme my silence mto guilt, I tdl you, tfaati know not if be fdkiwed me« But know, that if either he or any other Brii^ soul had dfflred to look on me with unbridled thoughts, I would have denounced him. To hsre offered me insidt, WouU have rasured them death.    By Jehovah, you  bave fouUy
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       wronged me; and  mver  more will I caD you husband until yoti are satisfied ttet an Asmo-nean Princess cannot be unfai^ul.''

       She turned to go, but he detained her, and asked;

       " Why did you imprison Joseph  T'

       She sareastically replied;

       ''  Dost think that it was because he was my paramour?*'

       Stung at the r^noark, he added;

       ''  Perchance you might have looked for a higher suitor.^

       Her indignation seemed to threatei to  owt'-whelm her with wrath, but she <iiecked the furious tide, and answered ^

       ^' Were I Herod, tt^ king of Judsaa, I should be ashamed to feel jealous of a foul murderer, a heathen, the paramour of a queen stamed with a brother's bk)od/'

       Herod was [subdued by those awfhl wcnrds; and conscience, with fiery lashes, made his soul quake with fear. He concealed any outward expression of what he felt, and after a short pause, resumed;
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       " Why did you go to Julijus ?"   :

       With fimmess^ she repeated;

       '*  I did not go to him. I intended to seek his protection^ since the foul spirit, whom you think I sought, might have dispossessed your children of the throne. I loath him; and soon should you, were you to persist in being jealous of such a thing.'*

       Again he asked;

       " Why did you imprison Joseph ?"

       She rejoined, with incteasix^ firmness;

       *'  I will not tell you. Send for hkn here^ and ask yourself/'

       Soon after, die added;

       '' My lord the king has acauBed me of a crime worthy of death. I will not be satisfied without ocmiplete exculpaticm before the Sanhedrin, |fior without the puni«lnpaei|t of n^ accusers.''

       Herod came towards her, and» with a more gentle voice, said;

       ''  Beauteous Mariamne—You have beep wronged: cQme i^^ to my arins."

       She retiired as she answered with feelings of mingled pity and indignation;
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       " Nay, nay; think not, though a crowned king, that an Asmonean will stoop so low as to be satisfied with such denial—I will summon thci Sanhedrin, I will drink the wa:ter of jealousy and my vow shall be a cherim, and call even on Herod to produce his witnesses, his accusers, and his proofs of having grounds of jealousy against Antony."

       She bowed and would have l0ft hkn> but he stopped her again and with more tender acoenta added;

       '* I have wronged you— my  burning love for you has made me fearful that you might love one more deserving than Herod/'

       Mariamne haughtily demanded;

       " Was that one the bestial Antony, or the imbecile Joseph?'*

       He threw his arms roimd her and ex« claimed;   .

       *'  You shall not leave me until you foi^ve me, until you tdl me that you love me—My soul thirsts for your love as does the famished hait for the brooks of running Water/'

       She weeping answered;   jda
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       I

       ♦* I do foi^te^-^Ah Herod did yoo ptove your love, by teUmg Joaeph, if you were killed by Antony,  to murder me?''

       He started from her embrace, gazed on her ^  a ^Qttoment with a fixed and horrid stare of w(nkkir, and as a eonvuIsiTO sob burst ftom him, drew his dagger and raisfaig it, wouM have plunged it into her bosom, if her <»Im and lovdy Imow,  ga  which was no  mga d  fear, but rather an opresBicn of reckless tenderness, had not subdued for a moment his furious wrath: the (faigger fell ftrun his grasp, he looked on her, sobbed aloud, then tore his hair, beat his breast, and uttered imprecations and cries of anguish mingled with declarations, that Joseph would nerer hare told h^ the dread Ad secret but in her chamber/'

       8he knelt and as she extended her hands to heaven and fixed her eyes with reverence on the ground, calndy, but ferventiy exdaimed;

       •' By the Unutterable Name you wrong me/'

       He did not heed her words but muttering vengeance left the Armon.

       She remained,  ovetocmt  with astmiishment
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       and anguish, on her knees for some time, when a sadden tmnult recalled her recollection. She stood for a moment, as midefined and horrid thoughts rushed into h^ mind, then with haste sought for Herod—She fell senseless on the ground as she entered the hall of audience, for she saw a soldier h6I(fii^ lip the gory head of the unoffending Joseph, to shew the vengeful mdnaroh, that hisordors w^re obeyed.
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       CHAPTER XVII.

       Mabiamne  when she revived, did not remember what had passed and sat upon her couch looking vacantly around her. Her ideas gradually resumed their wonted ch^mnels, and the sad recollections came flowing into her mind, then bursting on her memory, with a torrent's force, overwhelmed her with sorrow, and she shrieked and trembled and with tears called for her children, proposed to go to her mother, and asked repeatedly for Hyrcanus, but did not not mention her husband^s name. Dermah tried to soothe her, then dismissing the other attendants addressed her reason, and besought her to prepare against the trials that awaited her.

       Mariamne listened, but little heeded the voice of reason, and replied with touching sadness;
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       " Woe is me now! for the Lord hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing and find no rest/'

       She stopped and appeared absorbed in thought; then as if impelled by some powerful influence, added;

       '' Behold that which he hath built he will breakdown; That which he hath planted he will pluck up."

       The thoughts linked to these last words recalled her to a more composed state, and she spoke some words of affection to Dermah, then dissolving into tears of irrepressible grief sunk down upon her coueh. Even the slumbers that stole over her exhausted frame did not soothe the trouble of her soul, for indistinct and mingled incid^its of woe harassed her, and she awoke trembling with indefinite s^isations of horror. Dermah had sat near her watching the agitation of her countenance, and now overcome with grief could no longer sustain her wonted composure and pressed Mariamne to her beating bosom white gunhing tears fell fast from her eyes. Mariamne was totxdi^ to the qukk with  the  sym*
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       pathy of her friend and returned her embrace and would not fcnr a time unfold her arms.

       In the evening her children were brought to her, and though the si^t of them renewed her tears, it stimulated her to exerticm. She s^t messages of consolation to her mother; and learning that Herod had left Jerusalem for the army, she resolved on the means of insuring the safety of Hyrcanus.

       On the following day she suidiacmed Babar-rah and Dermah into her presence, and without giving them the reasons for her conduct besought ihem to assist her, in urging Hyrcanus eith^ to letum to Babylon or throw himself on the protection of Malehus. They saw from the earnestness of her manner, that she was impelled by sufficient reasons, and it being in accordance with their own views, readily promised their ut^ most assistance. Babanah at once said, th^ he would insure him horses and protection if he acquiesced in their proposal before the return of the king. In private, Babarrah warned him of the danger in which they all lived, exciting Mariamne, and even strongly inSared that his
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       grandson had been murdered by the mcmarch's instigation^ and that their safety dep^ded on their absence: he added, that the que^i was safe, unless Salome ccmtinued to try and under* mine the  affection  of H^od for her, and poison his confidence.

       Mariamne loved Hyrcaaus for the qualities of his heart, while she deplored the inferiority of his natural unden^tanding. He had been to her an affectionate and indulgent protector, ax^ in every instance sought her happiness and the aggnuodisement of his family. Iliough he was lodged in die Palace, and was treated with the highest distincticoi, she did not think him happy, and now doubted if he were safe, and therefore determined to use every effort to place him without the reach of danger, lliey w^e alone, and she thus pursued her purpose.

       *'  My beloved fa4lier, it kmg was near my heart to have you here,  iita.t  your latt^ days might be passed in peace, dwelling  (m  Sion, and having before your eyes the Mount Moriah, calling, to your memory the glorious vimon that in the days of our fathers appeared there; and
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       my mother and mysejf near to administer to your comforts in gratitude for all your parental kindness. Now I desire your departure, though it will cut me to the s6ul to separate from the only remnant of our race, and to think that you are in a stranger's land, and dependant on foreign h^ds for comfort in sickness and affliction. My mother, since Aristobulus death, is miserable here; and being how unjustly confined, is encouraging an increasing hatred of the king that may lead to evil. She wishes to accompany you. Malchus will protect you, and Babarrah convey you to his capital. I will prepare a fit present fi)r the Arabian king; and as he is avaricious, hold out to him a hope of receiving more.   When will you leave Jerusalem?"

       Hyrcanus looked on Mariamne until the tears trembled in his eyes, then replied;

       " From the manner, my much-loved child, in which you have spoken, I perceive that the sulgect is not new to you; and that the applications of the noble Babarrah and his wife are known to you. How can I leave my only remaining child here; for, my daughter, Alexandra
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       will, I hope, escape with me, surrounded by dangers and enemies that thirst for bk)od ? I am ready to leave this pilgrimage, and be gathered unto my fathers, and fain would die in Jerusalem. No ; t cannot—I will not leave thee."

       He bent up<Hi her neck, and wept. Mari-amne's resolution for his safety was not to be shaken by his tears; and though affected, she restrained her feelings, and thus continued;

       " Hyrcanus, I have known the depth and sincerity of your love. Your presence here is fraught with danger to yourself and to my mother,—^perchance to me. Prove that your affection has undei^one no diminution by following the advice of those who are your friends, and quitting Jerusalem, imtil happier times return. The old man shook his silvered hair and beard, and sadly answered;

       '^ Phraates honoured me, my people did all they could to make my exile happy, but I thought of my children; and, * by the rivers of Babylon, I sat down and wept, when I remembered thee»  O Zion.'    Like our captive

       VOL. III.   c
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       fatliers, I prefer  *  Jerusalem above my chief joy/ Who can be my enemy? I only ask to dwell here in peace, and then to sleep with my fathers; and» alas, alas, with my youthful children who have died before me. My only daughters are your mother Alexandra and yourself.  It  will stay; and if it pleases my Creator to call me away, I shall cheerfully obey him, if I die in the bledsed  *  inheritance of peace'/'

       She wept in bitterness of sorrow at his resolution.
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       CHAPTER XVIII.

       Ma&iamke  smiled no more; poignant angoish wracked her soul,  ^ani  faopetess misery^ spread a chill tod dreaiy wi^te of woe  fyr  and wide before her. Her race was no l<»iger known in Israel; her brother had iGdlen a victim to an early tomb; Hyrcanus and her mother were pdsoners, and in danger; her fri^ids weni in jeopardy; she was begirt with fell and remorseless enemies; her husband had suspected her of the worst of crimes, and^ in his headlong fiiry^ sacrificed an innocent victim to his jealousy; thus proving, that the fiere^ and sanguinary dispositions had, like a legion of infernal sforits, obtained the mast^ over the few re-maining jand' better feelings, and as he held c 2
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       uncontrolled dominion, would soon whelm him in an abyss of crime and misery.

       She did not see him after the death of Joseph, and in addition to all she suffered, was harassed by the corroding vexation of suspense. Her children no longer yielded her pleasure, while her affection was increased by apprehension, until she longed to  '  flee away with them and be at rest.' Even her fervent piety was so overwhelmed by the weight of misery, that, for a time, her mind yielded to the deepest dejection, 2asA  wtsis a prey to silent, hopeless despair.

       Dermah tried to soothe and rouse her. to exertion for the sake of her children, but did not 6ffer her the consolation of hope. She saw that Herod had commenced his dire career, and that death alone would stop him. Her line of conduct had been adopted with the concurrence of BabaiTah: it accorded with their characters, and was preliminaiy to their proposing a plan, by which, at least, the safety of the queen might be secured.

       Salome, though aware that half her work of vengeance was completed, felt alarm at  the
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       dreadful eifects she had produced, and left Jerusalem ; that she might, like the serpent, whose poison-fang was exhausted, renew her venom and her courage, removed from the ^ght of her victim.   ,

       Cypros kept within her Armon brooding with sorrow and fear, and keeping her mind in a state of'doubt on the recent events, not without suspicion that Salome had been the accidental instigator of Herod's fatal anger.

       As no meeting had taken place between Ma-riamne and her husband, none of hid family enquired for her. She passed her days with Alexandra, Hyrcanus, and Dermah. The former had become more weak and fearful than before, and began to look on her daughter as the cause of all her misery, and sometimes referred to  hex hasty betrothment; more than once she wrung the afflicted heart of Mariamne with bitterer anguish, by inferring that she had not been sufficiently circumspect, considering the character of her husband; and oftentimes regretted, that her love for her brother had induced her to express her admiration of him in unguarded c 3
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       terms: thus harrowing up her mind with horrid thoughts of the possibility of her husband's guilt. Hyrcanus in vain attempted to correct her; fear and selfishness had so completely filled her mind> that he had no controul over her. Months passed in this miserable manner^ when Mariamne received a kind and repentant letter from Herod, containing protestations of his love, and begging her to prepare for the reception of the queen of Eg3rpt. Mariamne had recovered her vigour of mind, though her heart w^ broken with sorrow, and determined to exert herself, since it might be a means of obtaining piTotection for Hyrcanus, and of removing any-Afehig doubt, of hercon*-duct, that might orilf^Kltig^he people.

       The wily Egyptian'  1^  r&ched Jericho, and remained there some^fa^j arranging with Herod the amount of the tribute to be paid by him, for the balsam gardens and surrounding district, which tl» Triumvir had given to her.

       The delusions of poUcy^ ambition and crime, had indurated the feeUhgs, and lulled the conscience of the king. Although he paced the margin of the pool where he murdered Aristobu-
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       lus,  be felt no remorse^ but drore the reeollee-' tion from his mind with the forced belief^ tiliat the safety of himself and kingdom required the sacrifice, which the folly of the youth had entailed on him. It was on the same spot that he doubted, whether he would permit the vicious Cleopatra to be his concubine, or would rid the world of so vile a pest. He was inclined to the latter proceeding, but seeing the danger of the enterprise resolved to consult his friends.

       As no women resided in the palace he occupied, he ordered Ananeel, Babarrah, Sohemus, and a Parthian chief, who detested Cfeopatra, to meet him at midnight in the most secluded recess of the Armon. The room was large and lofty,  the walls were hung with purple velvet, and ample curtains of the same texture trimmed with gold fell in heavy folds, and divided it from the  more spacious apartment without—^it was a room in the centre of another, the side? of which were composed of the richest hangings; round them were low cushions, the carpet was of silk and worsted, and in the centre was a low table suRounded with couches, on which stood one c4

       Digitized by

       Google

       . small lamp> emitting so feeUe a lights that the distant parts of the room were veiled in gloom. At this table, the comicil, composed of the king and those summoned by him, sat in deep debate.

       Herod, leaning forward from his couch, holding the edge of the table with his left hand, was watching the sycophantic Ananeel as he offered his opinion. Babarrah reclined on Herod's right, and was leaning on his left hand somewhat turned away from the king. His close shut mouth and fixed eye indicated the fimmess of his nature, a careful observer would have detected a suppressed expression of c(»itempt, as he listened to the words of the now exalted Pharisee. Sohemus head was bent forward, and his brow covered with his hand, while the lower portion of his face was tinged with light, as if he was attentively listening to the speaker^  The Parthian was tw;isting the handle of his dagger and smiling, as if reckless of what might be decided on, as he lounged on the silken couch looking towards Herod.

       The substance of their consultation may be thus briefly stated.
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       Herod informed them, that he had required their attendance to ask their adyice, as to the best mode of preserving his own life, and the tranquillity of his kingdom; adding with afiected moderation;

       " That pest of the world is here, not to collect her revenue, but to seek for grounds  cf  complaint to Antony.-T-She has endeavoured to allure me to her embraces by her wanton conduct, that she might bring down the vengeance of her paramour on my people.   We know that she has already induced the Roman to bestow on her some of our rightful territory, that she is now attempting to obtain Arabia, and would, if she could destroy me, seize on Judsea, and convert the holy city into a recqptade for her reptile gods.—^Is it not, my well-tried friends, the duty of a ruler to wisely anticipate evil, and check it before it is grown too strong to defy resistance ? Day by day she weaves a closer web about her paramour, and after robbing hioi of all his power, will suck his blood.   While she is thus trammeling the mi^ty victim, she must feed on those of less power; her last glut was on Lysa-c 5
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       nias,—^her Syrian realm is stiQ reeking with his blood.—ShallJudaea reek with mine I*'

       While he spoke Ananeel had gi^ned^ and exhibited signs of great impatience; on the utterance of the last words he rose from his couch, and said, in an under tone, and with affected concern;

       " As an angel of (Jod, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad, therefore the Lord thy (Jod will be with thee. Now therefore, let thine enemies and they that seek evil, suffer the just punishment that our father David, a Prophet of Israel, was about to inflict on Nabal. Our ' all weighty traditions,' and the law, tell us that all things come to pass as Providence directeth, and so the free will of man foUoweth the intentions of Providence. Ahab, the idolater and heathen worshipper, was stirred up by Jezebel.—Since the days of those abominations of Israel, their like hath not been seen until now.—O king, thou art as an angel for knowledge, and so knowest, that the words of the Scribes are lovdy even above the law; great is the mystery of their sayings—^but sure it is, that the souls of the widced
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       k&abk  f6r  ever Blew bodies, and are curses on tbe eardi—^it seemedi to me, and odiers yet more learned in the traditions and the law, that Ahab imd Jezebel are again upon the ^rth—^if so, let, as the Lord sayeth, the dogs eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. Blessed is the king for ever for the works of our father Abraham."

       Although Herod knew, that the hypocrite had spoken accordii^ to the tenets of  hm  sect, and was pleased with the inference to be deduced from his speech, he could scarce restrain a smile: he suppressed it, and turning to Babarrab bade him give his opinion.

       Tlie Arab bowed his head, then rose and said; while Herod listened attentively, but his heart misgave him, though his countenance was unmoved.

       *' May wisdom and virtue be the consequences of our debate. I know nothing of traditions, and am equally unskilful in detecting whose soul, that pre-existed, is again on earth in another body, and with another name.—^This I know, the lives of kings are sacred, and must not be sacrificed for the sake of policy—if they c6
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       trample on^the rights of men^ drive them from their thrones.—Murder by the Jewish law must be punished with death—"

       Herod appeared tranquil though his heart beat and his eye could not remain opposed to the eagle glance of the .  proud Babarrah, he continued ;

       " The Egyptian has imbrued her hands in a brother's and a sister's blood, and sl^ed her thirst for it by maiiy a known and suspected murder, but she does not hve imder the Jewish law—and so is not amenable to it.   The grounds for suspecting that she aims at our monarch's life are not sufficient to sanction her being slain to save him.—If she attempts to seize his territcny, he has valomr and captains enough to resist it, without the  sinister means that Ananeel, by inference, proposes.   As a matter of policy, it seems fraught with danger, rather than safety, for the j^ous revengeful Roman would erase Judsea from  his  roll of kingdoms,  smd  slay her royal   race.—My counsel is,   to let the Egyptian   queen   pass with  attendance   and respect to her country; for on her safety de-
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       pends the exi^nce of our king and his dominions."

       The Paiihian and Sohemus wannly seconded the noble Arab, and Herod, chagrined and dis^ appointed^ Was left to reflect on what had passed^ and decide on the course he would pursue.

       He sat ruminating and fostering suspicions against Babarrah, whom he now looked cm as a spy marked for futute scrutiny, as one not zear lous in his interest, and too imbecile for a friend in times of such perplexity and danger; he wished him removed from his court, and thought of sending him to Arabia in case of war^ and entrusting him with some command if he gained any accession of territory: he determined on never consulting him again in any great emergency.

       On the following morning Salome reached the city, for the ostensible purpose of attending on Cleopatra, but with the intention of attempting to undermine her favourable inclinations towards the femily of Mariamne. As soon as the king was informed of her arrival he summoned
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       her, and thus «q[»e88ed the Noughts which  vmte the uppennost in his mind.

       '^ Salome, though this crocodile and her slimy brood have trailed themselves over my fairest province, to devour and pollute its fikiits, «^nd have leered to destroy me—that ungrateful Arab, Babarrah, has so opposed the just intention I had, of summoning her to trial for the bloody thought, that I must entertain her, and see the mixers of poisoned bowls and the ready assassins beard me in my palace, and that too nnd^ the auspices of their queen, seeking my life by luring me to her cursed embrace.'* She ironically replied;

       "  Babarrah shield you from danger—Babar^ rah shew zeal in protecting your sacred person from the assassin's hand—^he who was in your Armon—he who proposed to your wife to fly from Jerusalem—he who has an evil eye, who comes from a race sworn to avenge an insuU^ and was once your slave.—Brother think not that such a man will counsel you to aught but death.—I repeat, he went without cere- "^ mony into yom* Armon, a greater king than
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       iferod would ]^vttit a repetitioii  ci-  sueb in-

       He appeared thoughtful, then replied;

       ^ That Babanah is not the firm firieiKl I he-liev^ him to be, is now evident^-^ut his entering Mariamne's room, was in a case of apparent emergeney—his own wife was there-^ I have wronged the womaA to wlKnn my very sout is bound; and shall deem my honour attacked if she is reflected on."

       Salome was a little abashed at this cold reply, but immediately recovering her composite, said;

       " I hope you wronged your beauteous wife; I did not reflect on her, but merely pointed out the opinion entertained c^ youT fc^mer slave's presumption in imc^remonioiisly entering the Armon of the queen."

       He was diagrined at her remark, but made Ho reply to it.

       •Salome was desirous that Cleopatra should g<^to Jerusalem, because she knew it would annoy Miriamne; she alsonvished to prevent her brother going there before her, since his meeting
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       the queen for the first time in public^ after their quarrel, and the death of Joseph, would distress her victim; she therefore turned the conversation to that subject, and asked;

       " Have you invited Cleopatra to visit you at Jerusalem ?"

       He hastily replied;

       ^' She might remain here until the waters of the Nile reached her, before I would invite her to my capital; but she joumied hither for that, purpose among others, and unless I invite her, she will come unasked.—I wrote to Mariamne bidding her to order preparations for her recep* tion/'

       ''  You of course will precede her, and be ready to receive her in your palace/^

       He smiled somewhat contemptuously as he said;

       '^ She has stolen the feirest garden in my kingdom, and lest she should steal my crown, I will watch her by day and night, and never quit her until she is on the confines of Judeea. —How could  you  ask so wise a question ?^

       ''To know what duties  I should  prepare
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       to execute^ that  m>  service on my part might be wanting^ though Babarrah should fail in his/'

       ''  Thanks Salome; I must now ascertain when she will pollute my capital—in the mean time messengers must be sent to inform Mariamne that she is to be received in state/'

       Salome went on her way rejoicings devising how she should see Cleopatra alcme^ and undermine her friendly intenticms towards Hyrcanus. She also anticipated the hoirid pleasure c^  amng the first meeting between Mariamne and her husband.

       On the following evening a messenger reached the Palace with the information that Cleopatra intended to arrive on the ensuing day. Herod^ in his letter to the queai^ had urged the propriety of her being received with aU possible splendour and urbanity. Mariamne issued orders to the chief officers of state excepting the priests^ whom she conceived the law would not permit to receive, in their sacred habits, an id<^trous ruler. Dermah was in attendance and after her orders had been issued she turned
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       to her and ^said with a look of sorrow miogled with indignation;

       **  Alas my friend^ I never thought that an Asmonean Princess would be required to receive an Idolater^ a vicious degraded woman^ and a murderess, with urbanity—I am fallen, fallen indeed."

       She did not "weep; at first a look of anguish darted firom her eyes, and her features were contracted while h^ bosom heaved with conned respiration; suddenly the blood rushed into har pallid che^, and an irr^ressible sob burst from her and she exclaimed, as she covered her brow and turned away her face;

       **  Oh^—^this is degradaticm, to which the bitter draught of death were sweet/'

       She seemed struggling ta subdue the violence of her feelings, but was un^e, and added in a louder tone;

       '' I cannot, I wiU not receive her as he directs."

       At that instant Salome entered throu^ the opening of the curtains and appeared to look with surprise on the angry queen, who seeing
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       iier turned quickly towards her and in a  wm-manding y(»ce exclaimed;

       '' What, am I to be exposed to the intrusions and insults of every follower of our court? Though the sister of the king I will not suffer it —I command you to quit bur presence nor appear in it before I give you permissioin/'

       She would have repUed^ but Mltriaome <^n-tinued, as her anger rose;

       ''  Do you hesitate to obey me?'

       Salome remained looking on her witheyes flashing fire and her pale Hps quivering widi rage. ' The queen seized an ebony staff and struck a gong^tji all her force, and in an instant the rushing tread of an hundred men in armour sounded through the avenues and spacious b^sfls of the royal- Palace. Salome saw her danger, was terrified at the anger of the offended queen and at the clang and ap|Mach of^e royal guard, and stood trembling unable to retire. Dmnah avaikd hersdiP of the  £sm  moments between the act and arrival ^f Ihe guard to hasten without the Armon and bid them retire, telling them, that tiie alann arose from
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       accident. Marianme waved her hand for Salome to depart and went herself to a more retired apartment followed by Dermah.

       Salome when alone» was scnne time before she recovered from her astonisdiment^ or was aware of the agitation of the inhabitants in the Palace* When she did» it Was to endure all the pangs of rage with a desire of immediate re-venge> and a feeling of her impotency. Numberless schemes, each more frantic and horrible than the  Istst,  quickly succeeded each other, at length wh^n her force was somewhat spent and her blood more tranquil, she calmly brooded over her means of vengeance. She thought of He-rod^s jealousy, his love of power, his increasing suspicion of all his officers, and conceived she might include amoi^ them even Mariamne, and use the words she had heard when entering the room> and her violent conduct, as means to fulfil her wish^.

       Mariamne's spirit was roused and riie felt no regret at what had transpired, and did not even direct any one to intimate to Sal(»ne her desire that she would be ready to receive Cleopatra,
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       Towards the evening of the ensuing day a quick succession of messengers brought intelligence of the approach of Herod and the Egyptian queen.   A numerous body of Idumean cavafary variously caparisoned^ preceded and cleared the road; some were dressed in polished mail^ adorned with curious work, others in the skins of wild animals ornamented with silver or shining metals, and some in the lighter, garb and flowing dresses of the east.   After these came the royal guard on foot^ composed of hastati and velites, then the officers of state on Arabian horses, after them, mounted on Ma(ux>bian steeds of jetty Uack with flowing manes and tails, rode the. Ethiopian attendants of the queen; dressed in white, carrying, wands of ebony, and each wearing a hieroglyphic, on his head dress, to which a mystic meaning was attached.   At some, distance fdlowed the Egyptian queen borne by fifty athletic men in. a cai* of sculptured ivory, surrounded by cur-, tains of Tyrian silk.   At regular mtervals attendant slaves waved fans saturated with a)ol re-freshmg odours, and distant sc^t recdrderQ regulated the march.   Herod rode near her: he
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       wore a breastidate of gold and a helmet of the same metal studded with jewels and surmounted by a crest of exquimte device and workmanship; his purple robe waved on the breeze ovar the back of his impatient milk-white steed. Behind them came a numerous retinue <^ Egyptian and Syrian horse; the former dressed in white linen, silver breastplates, caps, low behind, interwoven with alver bars, and each carrying a long white spear; the latter were more meanly dressed, and wore quivers on their shoulders, and scymitars by their sides; they looked a swarthy sullen race, and deemed them-selvea but Utile more than captives of the Egyptian who had usurped tl^ kingdom. The procession vrns closed by a mixed multitude on various animals.

       They entered the city through the golden gate, cQid wound their way to the left towards the Palace. The houses were covered with people gazing on the procession, but to Herod's great chagrin no acdamaticns welcomed his return, and the darionsof his guard were re-echoed as from a deserted region.
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       Cleopatra was observed to breathe quicker, and cast suspicious glances on the king.

       On arriving at tlie Palace, she alighted, and conducted by Herod, passed throu^ spacious halls lined with soldiers, attendants, and officers of state. Herod expected tiiat Mariamne would have met th^n beneath the Eastern portico, but was not, until they reached the hall of state, wsimed of the king^s anrival. The hall was vast, built of Parian marble^ the lofty roof was fretted with gold, and supported by pillars of porphyry; the pavement was of tesselated marble, minted with ony^jL; the doors were of sculptured ivory. At the end of this spacious  hall  was suspended from theroof acurtsdn of purple velvet, bordered with gold; before it, raised above the pavement, were three ivory thrcmes on a carpet of silk and gold.

       As Herod was leading C3eopatra through the thlx>ng of prostrate nobles^ a^)tains, and attendants, the curtains were (^ned, and Mariamne, fdlowed by her train, advanced towards them, flhe was arrayed in a vest and robe of the
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       purest white, with sandals of silk, bound with silver thongs ; on her brow shcme a frontlet jewel, surmounted by a diadem glittering with diamonds. As she advanced, the graceful dignity of her mien evidently attracted the notice of her royal guest. Her face was deadly pale, her eydb too truly told the calm and settled sorrow of her soul; while the composed majesty of her look commanded even the respect of the shameless Egyptian queen. Herod was surprised, and felt overawed, though love was thrillitig through his veins, as he gazed on his queen advancing in all the might of loveliness 2md injured virtue.

       Cleopatra was attired in a robe of white byssus-interwoven with silver; on her bosom was embroidered in precious stones the hawk, a sabred emblem of her god Osiris; a locust of emerald and disunond adorned the front of each sandal; the edges of her robe and tunic were inwrought with hieroglyphic figures; on her head she wore a lunette, indicative of her rank among the-initiated, bordered by the Isiac aspic wreath, surmounted by a light Egyptian crown.   Her
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       gait>. though commending, did not possess that grace for which the beautiful Asmonean's form was so conspicuous;.her features were expressive, for her eyes evinced quickness of apprehension^ and were evidently tutc»red to adapt their expression to any intended purpose; her nose was short and indicated shrewdness and passion; her mouth wias. small, and, like her eyes^ could vary its expression from the most playful smil^ to an un-feding, implacable, imperious fierceness; her complexion veas a contrast to the pure marble fairness of Mariamne, being dark, and not as clear as when she was in the spring tide of youth.

       Mariamne received her husband's hand, who kissed her's, and as shebent, placed it on his. forehead as a token of respect, while his eyes seemed to {dead to her for forgiveness; her brow underwent no change, and turning to Clebpatixt she inclined her head, and said, as she placed her right hand on her bosom;

       " Queen of Egypt, I salute you; may virtue and honour lead you to the paths of peace."

       The gentle and impressive manner in which

       VOL. III.   D
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       she uttered these words^ and their pmnted import, rendered the Egyptiaii less at her ease  ihwoL she desired; she replied^ observing the same token of respect;

       ''  Queen of Judaea^ may peace await thee and love and friaidship be thy handmsdds/^

       At those words, a look ahnost of anguish crossed Marianme's brow, and a sigh was hardly

       Herod placed her on the centre ivory thtoae, and seated himself on her right hand, while Mariamne occupied the other. The guards and attendants of each monarch were marshalled be^ hind their respective sovereigns. Mariamne did not address her sister queen, but at her ccun-mand water in a crystal vase was brought to her, and odours sprinkled over h^ head and around her seat. Herod, in vain, attempted to dispd the chagrin she evidently endured at  her  cold reception, and of which he partook. Ttfe princes and rabbis did obeisance, and many who placed gifts of price at the feet of the Egyptmn monarch, were honoured by her notice, and passed on. After a time, clarion, harp, and psalt^ funded.
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       ai^d a toiin of richly dressed slaves came in^ bearing variot^i costly presents from the king to Cleopatra. Mariamne had provided one of the most homely nature, merely to fulfil the usual custom, and still looked sorrowful and silent. Mingled feelings of anger, love, and mortifica* tion, harassed the king so deeply, thafhis powers of dissimulation could ilot prevent his shewing what he felt. When the banquet was announced^ Mariamne was compelled to conduct her guest to her I'etiring room. She did it with grace, and  even  filled the golden basin with scented waters for her use; but h^ calm and niajestic manner overawed even the bold paramour of Antony, and checked her wonted volubility. They returned together to the banquet.

       In the centre of the room, raised above the surrounding pavement, was the royal table, it was made of dtrcm wood, supported by stands of ivory; around it were silken couches, in-wrou^t with gold, on which the guests reclined; on the middle step were slaves, exciting odours firom vases and censers containing various heibs, and others holding golden basins of cold d2
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       water. Around the hall were many tables for the honoured guests, who reclined on couches so placed that their faces were never turned away from the royal party. . The monarchs, with Cypres, Hyrcanus, and some more of the regal race, had scarcely taken their couches, when Herod asked for Salome; Mariamne, without a change of countenance, looked on him^ and im^ mediately rcgomed;

       " Where is my mother Alexandra?" The blood mantled Herod's face, but dissembling, he regretted their absence, and immediately did the honours of hospitaUty to his illustrious guest, who was occupied in observing all that transpired, that she might, if possible, avail herself of the evident disunion among them to obtain the kingdom for herself.

       Herod tried in vain to keep up the spirit of conversation. Mariamne was inflexible. Hyr-canus evidently oppressed with care, and Cypres nervous and perplexed.. The observations were few and uncoimectcd; even the varied distant instrumental and vocal music, hardly served to dispel, from time to time, the increasing gkx)m.
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       Though Herod was deeply annoyed, he could not help expecting that such unaccustomed h^vi-ness would curtail the visit of his unwelcome guest; and if hi^ vanity had not been piqued, he would have rejoiced. The festivities of the evening, in spite of every attempt, wore heavily away. After they had separated for the night, Herod repaired to Mariamne's room. She looked on him, but did not speak: at l^gth he asked  ]

       " What can all this import? Why, my beloved Mariamne^ do you look so pale  Y*  *

       She calmly and sorrowfully answered;

       '' Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall, my sour hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me."

       He loved h^ too wc^ll not to be affected at her sorrow, yet he harshly repUed;

       " I  only proved my respect and love, by punishing as he deserved, the prying insulting Joseph, who was tracking you where he knew he could not tread without forfeiting his Ufe.".

       She raised her eyes, and looking at him, said;

       " That man, whose innocent blood you shed in a paroxysm of jealousy and anger, was your 1)3
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       devoted adyocate and  fneod,  and told me your horrid order as a proof of your lore for me! I left him to oonceal my grief and wonder.  If he followed me, it was to mge his suit for yoti/'

       He paced the room somewhat agitated; dien turning abruptly, said;

       " My spotless much-loved wife—Forget the deed : be certwi he deserved his fete/'

       She replied, with mcnre animation aiid firm-

       ^'  Sooner could I forget Jerusalem than that . deed, yoTir false accusaticm, and the tfeaohery towards me. I am eertain that he was innocent, and that your uncle's blood will be required at your hands."

       He curbed his rising wrath, and turned the subject of his discourse;

       " Why have you treated the illustrious Queen of Egypt so inhospitably and contrary to my orders?"

       A Uush sufiused her chedc, and her eyes assumed a look of surprise, not unmixed with anger, as she replied;

       ''Illustrious queen! the glory of her country, as
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       ber name ii»}>0Tt8, but in ityity its shame, the Tile perdition of every realm and every prince slie has yet been known to."

       With indignation lightning up her connte-aance, 8h6 continued;

       '^ Not Herod, jny king and husband, shall be obeyed, when ordering an Asmonean Piincess to receive uriianely a moisster staii^ with a bro-tbtfs  bloodr^^hose iter's spirit ealk £br the punifhment of her murderer, and who is an accursed idolater and hundred£Dldadultress--rknow that sudi monitors aee not sc^iety fcr me; and if I had not thought your safety sonsewhat dependent on.her,.I would have spuraed her from my Palaee, ii^sad of tolerating her presence/'

       Herod was moce than surprised at her manner, for some of tike words laithim to the soul,  2oad for  a moipe^ inflamed the scOTpicm stings of consciende. They scKm subsided, and his anger rosel, jEuid  ht  asked;

       ".Harpryou earned my sister too?"

       Waih equal fimmess, she rej<»ned;

       " If I had,;it woidd have b^n only a portion of her deserts.   She.intruded into my private d4
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       apartment, insolently disobeyed me, and I have forbidden her my presence. Have you confined, spumed, insulted your fcmner benefactress and patroness Alexandra ?''

       Herod's anger had been with difficulty subdued ; this speech roused it, and he vehemently repUed;

       '*  By heaven> I will not thus be questioned— thus insulted; trust not too mudi ddier to my love or your beauty. I>(»is was at least obedient, and a£foctionate/'

       Mariamne solemnly, and widi great composure, answered him;

       "  I rely not on your love, and disregard my faded beauty. So little do I feel for my ac* cuser, the insulter of my mother,^ and the submissive attendant of that Egyptian serpent, that I would fain exdiange dwellings with poor Doris, and now ask your permission so to' do.'' '

       Herod was astonished, pique half subdued his anger, and he would have beQome reconciled to her, and advanced to take her hand, but she withdrew, sa3^ng, as she left him;

       " Whoa you know how to value Mariamne,
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       •and fmrsue the jdidates pf jusl^ce "and reason, ishe will again receive you as her htiBbatid/^

       Before he could collect, himself^ she had departed, and called her women. He sent for her, but she peremptorily refused to^ttoidhim; and he was compelled to go away nnMrtified amioter--come. While chafing with anger,le summoned Salome, who had taken care to make herself acquainted with all that had.publicly transpired, and to be in the Palace.   He hastily asked;

       '* Why. were you not' h^re to receive my guest? The laws of hospitality have been broken through. If yoQ wore not able to be present at our arrival, why were you abseipit from the bahquet?"

       Salome, with a serious and concerned look, rejoined;

       " Sire, I deqf^ regret the diriK>nour that has happened. to  oar  house: never wem the laws  ci hospitality brc&en thnm^ b^ore by us.''

       Th^, with a look inforring a deep sense of injury, she added;

       "  I should have been obedient to yoiu^ instructions, if your  qoefsa  had not banished me the court."

       d5
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       "  BaiiSilied you my cotirt/' r^ptetodllie  xsa> narch, mth an emphflffli mad manner tkat clearly told 1j^ angry Ceding i¥ith which be heard the words.

       Sal(Mne cau^t the tone and added;

       '' That was not aU the insult hes^ on the lister of my lord the king-—The mighty Asmo-nean acted the part of some rebel chieftain of her raee^ and roused the Palace^ the alarm gongwas sounded and the guards came rushing in to seize theirnMMiflerch's sistar/'

       She stopped and looked witii :an inquiring glance on flerod, who was eindently much surprised^ but only said;

       " What more occurred  T

       Salome answered with feigned apprehension;

       " I do not know—for I was too terrified to observe ; but I thii^ timt JOermah sent them back/'

       Herod with a yt»ce of authority demanded;

       "  What was the cause of this unbecoming broil within my Palace ?*'

       She replied;

       '* Do not be angry with me—^nay, I pray you, let the matter pass without farther notice—I w«s
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       basiteii^ tp^ifae Anam. to^diiwr yovr otkrs to the queen, and reached her «eebndt room too tud-

       UsxoA  looked at her widi an expreesion of naatnist and adced;

       ** How too snddei^? What do you meant Tell me I cc»nmand you/'

       These last 9^5nk  vnm  pifonoimced in a loud imperious voice. She assumed a look of akrm andaaidl;

       "  Ohi benotsoviol^it—^mybrother-«<-I would not give  ymi  uneasinass-^^you knoir that I would mdier  BoSkat/^

       With evident agkiition ai^i a siyi louder voiee fae exclaimed;

       *'  Curse your mysteries, is not a man to know what transpires in his Armon—answer me I insist/'

       Her alarm apparently increased, and sinking on her knee, she sakl, as if it was drawn from h«r by terror;

       '' I only heard the too proud Mariamne voW to her allMidant, lliat she would not obey my toni the kmg her husband/^ D 6
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       He dosed^lus lipe, tkoiigh thqr ixmUed^ paced the room, then said;

       "  Salome keep your own counsel; be splendidly arrayed to-monrow, and be the assistant with me in doing the honours of hospitality to that intruding aTaricious queen—*Now leave me."

       He salute her and she wenf ^smiling to her room.

       He,  being left, ruminated angrily on the event. It appeared to him, that Mariamne had assumed more authority than was coasislcat with his views; he was chagrined at her displaying what he deemed haughtiness towards his &mily, and determined to shew his disapprobation of her conduct by n^leot, and at the same time pay every honour to his guest, taking care that his attention to Cleopatra and his sister should be made known to her.

       Herod was unwUling to gratify the Curiosity of Cleopatra by permitting her to visit the Teoi'^ {de> because he knew that  het  desire to see it arose from- an intenticm to take cogniiance of the riches it contained.   She ov^-ruled every obgec^
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       tioQllial wa&tirged 6n aecoant  ot ihe  diffimnce <^ their religion, and the laws relatiiig to aliees from the wordiipof  IwanA,  and quoted the namesr of the various mlers who had seen the interic»r,' and inf4«rred an iirtaition she had fcHnpoed of visiting it with Antony. Hefbd w»i:dUiged to yield, and soon afta* the morning sacrifice they wentmth a great retinue to Moimt Moriah. ' Flowers and carpets were spread along the private way that led from the Palace to the western entrance of the Temple* On  &[^bmag this gate they turned to the right/their traveiM the southern side beneath the poitieo, then the eastern beneath t£e piazza of Scd(Hnon. Assocm as they reached the beautifbl gale wrought of Corinthiiem brass, Maneel intimated to his scrre^ reign the necesnty of separs^g.

       Salome and numerous attendai^ ^uscompa* nied Cleopatra to the court of the women, leaving all the Gentiles without^ they passed beneath the gate-way descending the fifteen steps, omsed the court crowded with worshippers. In front of them arose the magn^cent p6rtico at the en* trance.   Within was dis|dayed to: Cleopatra's

       Digitized by

       Google

       kngiag eyes some fovtkmtkf ks tfeMwM; am-«ttmg of TOtm offerings. The sun g^ttmed on TUMsof ^kU wroQ|^t with tz<iraBte skill, emr bciciiig the loAy pillars andhaiigiiigin tiie lux-uriaxit frnfuBum of the nolaiial tiee, the grapes were formed of various stones in imitation of the findt in its seyecal stages to matovtey, and the golden Stan spnmg fitntn beneath the pavemait as if inun its native mine. On thegolden table, given by Pompey, were vases, models of the hdy Temple, and other gifts of the same metal aad <^ eqnal beauty. On the sides, were suspended hefaMts,buekIeEB, brsastidates, arms and taqriiies, all ihe spoil of victory, and a vast profusion of other precious tilings: thebadc-ground wtts fonned of the great Bal^loiiiaai veil or curtain, radiant with the momii^ beams, ^estood for some timewondertng, thenMtan intense wish to possess tihem, and resolved to try and win tiiem fixxn her powerful paramour. She advanced and joined tlw king on tiie twelve st^ oftheportico. Before entering the h^ house they turned and saw beneath than,^11ie altar stffl filling the cahn i^mosjAere innnediatdly above
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       it  wiAe  spirit]^eolttmnof smoke; iifiaritiiiim6«* vons fMfiests, ibened in the dose fineii tunie ftdomod with the typical firii^y a girdle, and a tiara of twisted linen folds, were performing theor allotted duties: many othars of different ranks were assembled to attend smd levercnce the king. Beyond this space was assismbled a great nmiti* toide  of men of yarious ranks in tiieir national co^ume, and bending in obeisscnee to die mo* DEorchs, as they looked towardbi them.   Without this Tast concourse and separated by a low watt and a fii^t  oi^teipB,  reaching the whole breadth of the court, with a lofty and highly^onrnmented portal in theoeentre, were thousands of women dos^ veiled; from among whom rose a mar* mar, as ff inquiring for their queen, and seeking information from each other respeotiBg Cleqpatra. ISdH farther remored and down another series of frteps, was a mixed assemblage in the coort of the OentUes doing obeisance to their rulers. Ihei^yptian retmue filled the way tmninating in the foeautifiil gate.   Beyond them the magni-fioent piazza of Solomon, supported by ranges of lofty pillars, extended the whole eastern side;
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       {torn  the great eleyatkm on wfaidi  they  stood^ the summits of the walls, ofowned with massive towers were seen^ covered, with marshalled ivarriors, glittering in polished armour. Half of the vale with its silver stream could be discerned beyond, leaving a gulph between; then rose the Mount of Olives, covered with gardens, vineyards, and tl^ rich productkms of 4he genial dime. To the right w^re lofly hills with vaiying outline, concealing Bethlehem, firom the view; still fardier to the south, the summits of the mountains beyond th|s Dead Seia faded in the distance.

       '  Towards the north, were seen, over the -courts of the Temple, the lofty: and spacious tower (^ Antonia, then the flat roofs of the ho^ises covered with people, and/ without die city, the. tombs of the judges, and a. dark wood of oUves. The triple wall on the north-em extremity, was studded with armed men; far beyond them were hills and valleys teeming with flodLS, xom, fruits, and the {Peaceful dwellings of the shepherds and tiUans of the
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       Herod observed his gu^t while Examining more closely the treasures in the portico, and was so alarmed at her admiration, that he regretted she ever came.

       The Babylonian silken veil; in\im)ught with various blended huei?, and edged with glittering gold and cbrystal^ was drawn aside, and th6y would have passed into the Sanctuary, if the effulgent light that burst npon them had not compelled them to incline their heads and shield their sight; at the same moment, a shout of a<> clamation from the assembled people made ev^ the (^tant hills re^-echo. Cleopatra expressed her wonder, and still shielding her eyes, entered with quicker step. The sides and pillars were sheathed with gold, the cornices and en&bla-tures were of embossed silver, and the pavmait of the whitest marble. The golden vessels and precious implanents, used on the great fku»ts, were ranged in onier; near the H61y of Hdies stood the golden altar of incense, and the golden table containing  ihe  shew bread; and coffers of gold and ivory were placed in niches for the reception of treasure.— Before them were the
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       veils that divided the Sanctuary from the Holy of Holies. Cleopatra was advancing towards them  when  Ananeel arrested her steps: she became deadly pale when he and other priests exdainled, '*to toaclrtiie veilis death/*—She letvrned widi Hetod, amazed and even awe tttmcky. at  iik»  dread solemnity, yet ^plicity, when compaved with the rites and labyrinths of Egypt, of  Hio  Jvmdi Temple.

       The scene of the preceding night had given a violent shock to Mariamne, and she had been unable to Itove her couch; Cleopatra availed h^sdf of her absence to try and wind Herod to herpurposes. She alkured him to the summit of the Palaee, and beneath the silken canopy putlbrtfa all her arts  oi  captivating to win the •uipicious king. He dissembled, receiving her l^vaxices as .^e familkrities of friaidship, and the common fieedoms of her manner. It was contrary to.his wish to be alone with her; but 1^ had induced him to retire with her on the excuse df disihissing some matter of mutual importance. When she found him proof against all the temptation she was mistress of, pique
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       succeeded her other fiodingB and led her to try his temper.

       *'  I had heard:mttdi of the surpassing heauty of your wile, but it seems that die has been un-aljle to retain your lore.—^What have you done ^th Dons ? Where is the daonael you  oia*> veyed to Straton's Tower after,the IViumrir bad left it ?^'

       He was annoyed and r€|Qined; ''  Ah^ Cleopatra^ you may smile, but I de-serred a  b^ter return for leadmg Antony to Straton's Tower, than the loss  ci my  rich terri* lory round Jericho/'

       The amorous qu^n an^y rej^lied; '' I would console you for die loss, and heal your heart widi the bahn of love, in payment for the bakam of your fields/'

       ''Ah iUustrious queen, you have an  intat^ bauslible treasure wherewith to liquidate the ddi>ts you owe to many a sighing long, but I J^em  a more substantial pajrment than Jteeting love/'

       *'  I would not, Herod, be unjust, and so will send you a few crocodiles to stock the
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       Jordan, and some camels to traverse this level country."

       **  Nor would I be so cruel as to separate the former from their congenial countrywoman, the glories of the reafan; your mutual tears at parting.would make the Nile overflow its banks: send the camels, laden with love epistles, to Antony, or to some poor Syrian, they wiU &n the flame of the one, and be balm to the wounded heart of the other/'

       Cleopatra bit her lip and blushed at these rough replies, and yet continued;

       **  I made you a generous offer, for which I expected no return, since the kind Doris, the Jbeauteou^ Mariamne, nor the damsel at Straton's Tower could retain your heart for a few short months.—^You have been lately made a king, and so rightly follow the Imght example of the wisest prince that ever filled the thrcme of Israel. He married an Egyptian princess; indeed the learned Rabbis say^ that his drama was written to celebrate her beauty."

       '^  I am no poet, but when as great a cause shall excite me, perchance I may turn songster too."
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       "Methinks Herod 'twould be an eagle's note/'

       " Hold, queen, we should not sing in concert, your voice would be far too high for me, your flights too rapid—I must sing under another standard."

       *'  What, desert your allegiance Herod ?"

       " To Antony—yes—^when you renounce him, but not tin then."

       " When I renounce that noble ruler of the world, I will seek protection from the valiant Herod."

       '* You must pay him then for protecti<« with his balsam gardens; that, queen, shall be the first article of our treaty."

       '* Nay, you avaricious man—love first, afterwards, if you require it, I will pay you."

       ^^What with?" asked the king somewhat more annoyed with her perseverance.

       " With love and sweet words."

       ** Ah Cleopatra, such payment may do for the noble-minded Antony, but T should prefer my balsam gardens." .   " We will not quarrel about these field8.-«^you

       Digitized by

       Google

       shall have your balsam gardens s^ain for a trifling annual tribute,—What will you give me?"

       " I accept your oflfer, and will pay you double the tribute you require."

       " Well what will you give me?"

       " I will of course pay you in your own current coin—love and sweet words."

       " Fie, you prodigal. I will obtain Mariamne's consent before I sign the treaty. If she agrees, and Doris acc<»rds with her, and you can ensure the favourable countenance of the damsel in Straton's Tower, we will sign the treaty."

       " The assent of the lady of the Tower I have; for you know that Cleopatra only has been there."

       She interrupted him, and added;

       *'  I think the matter may be con^dered as settled ; for I see that Marianme would not care about her consent: and as to Doris, she always did as she was ordered."

       Herod quickly answered;

       " Our bargain, as you feay, is complete; so you have only to transfer the gardens^ and I wiU
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       diiecUy pay you as much  ot  the tribute as can be justly desired/*

       Cleopatra feigned surprise* and smiling, replied ;

       ''  I entirely forgot—It will be necessary to obtain Antony's consent—Shall I use my influence with him? He wiU not be ai^ry with yon. Why look.so serious? lliink you that he will?''

       ^' Queen* you exact too much; in truth you deal hardly with me. Shall we descend, and visit the theatre* or command the mu^ioans and dancers to attend  V

       "You may go to Straton's Tower, if you please; I shall go to Mariamne»and tell her the offer you have made me for the balsam grad^cis."

       They descended tog^er. Salome joiited them in the qpadous court> and was immedi^ ately led by Cleopatra towards the Armon. On the way she told Salome the substance of wjiat she was going to communicate* who instantly perceived the pain d^ must inflict* and gladly conducted h^ to the apartment of the queen* jocidarly exciting her to pursue her purpose. She declined entering   the s^rtment herself*
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       but after introducing the queen, did obeisance, and retired.

       -. Mariamne partially raised herself from the cushions on which she was reclining, but did not welcome her visitor. This reception did not abash the intruder, who came with the intention of revenging what she considered the insults she had received. She sunk with a careless air on a cushioned couch near Mariamne, and thus began;

       / ''It grieves me to see that the roses of health have left your cheek; alas, you are as worn and wan as one who had traversed the burning desert, or perchance one who had pined from hopeless love. I came to tell you, that I have been discussing a. matter of some in^)ort with your husband, beneath the Tabernacle, on the summit of the Palace."

       Mariamne made no reply; the blood began to flush her cheek, but she restrained her indignant feelings, and changed them to contempt, which was, against her inclination, somewhat expressed by her mouth. Cleopatra observed it, but. knew too weH the symptoms of a wounded
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       heart not to be certain that she could pour^ by her pretended joculariiy^ some bummg drops on it which would add to her anguish. Dermah stood behind Mariamne> and was cahnly scrutinizing the. Egyptian's countenance, who thus continued;

       - '/ Herod is more than angry at Antonyms compelling me to take the balsam gardens at Jericho, so I have offered to let him have them for an annual tribute. What do you think it is?'\

       Mariamne calmly replied; " Queen of Egypt, it must be more than you have any right to receive, since the territory is neither yours nor Antony's to give. Even the Triumvir cannot bestow what he has unjustly taken by force of arms."

       *'  Since you are both so hurt at losing these few fields,' if Antony will permit me I will gladly return'them. ' The tribute offered me I never will receive without your consent,—I directly told your huisband so.*'

       Then, affecting jocularity, laughingly added; " Doris too must give her approbation.   Now

       VOL. III.   E
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       can you beiieve that he  t^nd  to pay me a thr bute in sweet words and lore  V

       Mariamne coldly^ and with some dignity, replied;

       ''  No, I do not beUeve it^ and have sound reasons for my incredulity/'

       "  Your pe(^k aie celebrated for their incredulity, so I could esqpeot no more from you. But I assure you, his offer went still fiurthei:; he proposed double the tribute: but you know that I cannot in honour accept it without his  tuives consent, and I have added the a^mbation of the damsel in Straton's Towwr."

       At these last words Mariamne'a eyes were fixed upon the queen, her chedc waa cfunsoned, and dhe became greatly agitated^ Cleopatra feigned concern, and approaching her, said, in a tone of affected trademess;

       *'  Alas, I have struck too. tender a chord; but forgive me,—^it is only an idle tale I heard. Why are you so deeply agitated? The Tower is a mere ruin now.   Were you ever Aere?'

       Mariamne looked at h^ as if she wquld read her inmost thoughts, then pnmdly answered;
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       '^ No;, but I sui»|>ect my name has been fbiUy used» aad some vUe substitute placed there m-stead of me. Do you know who that was^ and f(^ what purpose? It must have been a shame^ less oner or it would not need so much secresy."

       Cleopatra lau^ied, as she replied;

       *'  YoU have not much reason to beannoyedi ^Q Egyptians know more^f the strategy of love than y<m do*. Will you consent to the payment of Herod's tribute?''   j

       Mariamne rose fix)m har coueb, and ^ancing a lo€^ of indignation and contempt  osl  the abandoned queen* left the apartment, fdlowtd by Dermah,

       Cleopiltra rejcAued Salome, and thou^ raortii^ fied at Maxiamne's conduct* merely remarked^ that the pride of the Asmoneans had not been ov6r-^rated<^ On the following, day* no one was permitted to enter the royal armcm* at which Herod was pleased, because he considered the refusa]l^as arising firom nuncfc^i^tiim on the part of Mariamnei ietnd therefcMte made no request  iot admistt^.

       Banquets* t^rials of m^itary skill* piddic specr

       £2

       i
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       tacles, and games^ wer^ celebrated in honour of the royal visitor. Herod seized the opportunity of securing the suffrages of the soldiers and the mass of the population, by his prodigality and apparent kindness. The illness of Mariamne was felt by the people, notwithstanding the great attempts that were made to occupy their attention. This the king perceived, and suffered some uneasiness at any one being held in as great consideration as himself.

       On the evening of the third day, Cleopatra left Jerusalem, accompanied by Herod and a numerous escort. Besides the cavalry, were many beasts of burden, with tents, and every luxury the country could afford. When the night closed in, the leading bands lighted their vessels of pitch and flax, and bore them aloft on long poles. The bands of musicians whyled away the tedious hours of the mardi by songs and the sounds of numerous instruments. On the^ signal for resting being made, centinels spread themselves dong the open plain, hundreds of attendants unloaded the animals and raised the royal tents, while others more imme-
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       diately about the person of the queen were ready to spread the costly carpets, prepare the bath, sprinkle the liquid odours, light the incense, and put in order the refreshing viands, so that when the royal cavalcade reached the spot, everything was found, that luxury could devise, to refresh them after their weary march. Having reached Beer-ramoth the king escorted his guest across the river and bade her farewell on the confines of her country. He waited until the last of her retinue could no longer be distinguished from a lofity eminence, then sped his way back to Jem-8alem«

       B 3
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       CflAPTER XIX.

       AiiTHouoB: MftMmne did  woft^ttaffOBe^laBthtt httdmndV afibctidm fatd been won liy (Seopatra, she tra* indignant at fais attempt to^cnoof her IqrlnsnutdBedtttteHtioiM'tolMr, and wasBBgry at being made subject to the insults of tfaie abandoned woman. The conduct of her hud[>and towards her had bUghted all her hopes^ and his increasing suspicion of every person of worth and influence^ and the numerous sudden executions and confiscations^ filled her mind with terrible apprehensions. During his temporary absence from the capital, she prepared herself for the interview, that must take place on his return.

       Dermah by her conversation and firmness of nature, excited her to greater exertion both of
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       mmd  and body; white her adfeetion for her children faoakle her determmdd to exasperate, as little as possiUe, tiie fiei^ee and mtiMat^tful mo-naich. She codkl iiot help buying that he dttU loyed h^, Imt sl^ saw too clearly, that the pofiuSessioii of power, die want c^ principle, and dependa&ce on Pr6vidaice> had br6kai down the fevr rei^raints which had existed ova: his niind, aad that he was nidimg onward in a gradually ittCfeasiDg career  q£  omelty and sin. Her sense o£dutf  pr^alpted her to wish to try and wii^ him back to the ^aftbscf ^eace, while htfr judgment toid  her that the Attempt would be iruittess.

       The aged CyiMTod wad  moire  than usual in her aniKm, and biusied herself willi thechildrto, and w«u» evidently concemed at ibe aeration in h^ f>ear8on and mann^» andoften tried to cheer her with promisescf haii^ess to come; lAeei^n severely censured h^ son, and i^ke with feelings of oi^eiBtotm^t ^igainst Cleopaira, and  con-demned the ui^uist hostility of Sakwoe, which was BOw.pttUidy cmimented on.   It seemed as if iMbi^uai ]^ety,. aiul a deep eonvicticm of the emptiness of afi human |)osses^ons, had pro-e4

       Digitized by

       Google

       duced a state of mind^ that rendered her perceptions of right and wrong instinctively certain and quick, accompanied with a fearless resolution of acting as these dictates directed her. Dermah soon discerned that her actions were sincere, and the genuine results of that mental state which those hastening away sometimes possess, and used her conviction as a means to soothe and even influence the queen:—^Hyfcanus ahd  Cyipucos met oftener than before, and often conversed with painful composure on their approaching dissolution, since both were fctr advanced in years.

       Salome, not having access to the queen, had thought it prudent to retire from Jeiiisalem and wait the event of the approaching interview between Herod and Maiiamne. AlexaiidraL was still under the partial controul of a confidential officer of Herod's, and added much to the un-happiness of her daughter by her ceaseless complaints and indiscreet abuse of the king. She had addressed Cleopatra during her visit, but they were all ignorant of the purport and result of the application. Babarrah had been sedulously separated from his wife and so prevented
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       from guiding them by his counsel> and cheddng the king by his presence, for Herod could not help being restrained by^the wisdom, virtue, and  , courage, of such a- man: his presence it is true vras daily ibore irksome to him, since no man can endure to live under the scrutiny of continual disapprobation when conscious of deserving it, yet too weak to profit by the [lesson, and not yet hardened ^enough to remove the individual by violent means.

       About this time the affairs of the Roman world had reached an acme of confusion that made it evident Caesar and Antony would contend for the dominion. Herod was preparing to assist the latter, who falsely confiding in his strength, directed him to wage war with the king of Arabia: before he set off on this expedition he returned to Jerusalem.

       Mariamne made no preparations for his rece{)-tion, but remained shut up in her private rooms. His love for her was still a pervading feeling, and though he had lately conducted himself in a manner not calculated to inspire that opinion, he was anxious to restore harmony between himself £ 5
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       and hk queen. After trayarsmg tke ooott and Feoeiving the con^tidaikms of the offieaB of state> and eourtt^t^, he passed on to 4ke iarmon^ mmtifled at the queen not being there. Attendants warned her of his appr€iach> she did not appear to heed it, bttt continued instructing her eldest (diildin some portion of the law. She was yet pale> and a settled oahaness overspread her brow. He opened the folding curtadns^  waA with conciliatory feeUngs quickly advanced to embrace her. She arose and received his embrace without warmth, and without retiun, while a tear filled her eye, that hung awhile among the long lashes, then fell upon his > hand which held hers. He was agitated, and with some emotion ssad;

       , '' My beloved Maiiamne, why receive your husband thus? Alas, there are caces enough in life without uni^oessarily adding to them.^'

       She raised b^ eyes, the deep melancholy expressed by them was not lightened by the most transient feding of pleasui^ at his words, and gently repUed;

       '' I, a suiqpected wife, after bdng exposed to
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       tlw imiks ^-ar^Madevete^tad a.5s6aiQttIess wo« MMm^ and madba stem of  xbj  p&ofde by your eondnet tewafds me, could receite you in no other way. /Hie caron of life are etdier, finr the vb/OBt  pBrt> our own q^roducing, or hare their <N%ia;in.1iie.eieet8.of Cillers' errors^—4ny woes Bpmg&om  faoth thes^ sources^ die greater num-ber>from your prooeedingB."

       Her look, theimanMr wilh^wliich she aooom* panled diese woid8». and ihet temporary fedings of oontritioaa that ctos^d his mind> revired fate lore, and he wondd have, pfessed h^ to his bo* som, but she withdrew, saying;

       **  I was not bom to play die hypocrite; before

       I ean receive your kindness, X must not only be

       assured c^ your perfect oonfidencie, be restored

       to my honours  with  btcomkig respect,  but

       acnreened firom any farther a^^acks of my ene*

       mies: it is not my nature to c^ndure insult at oiw

       tkae.and afieotion at another, according to your

       caprice : I am not to be made the object of foul

       sad ertt^ ^saspicion to day» aiid the cause o(

       your sl^Bchling an: uiide's.innocent blood, an^

       on the morrow the object of your earthly love—

       e6
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       I prefer death to such degradation—Oh how opposite are such insults^ such deeds^ from all you professed "and promised me, when an inexperienced woman I listened to your addresses/'

       Towards the conclusion of this speech-her words were in a more animated tone, but her expression was still unaltered. Herod was disturbed, and love was contending with his native violence, while an earnest desire' to regain^ on any terms, her forgiveness, quickly found a place in his mind, and called into action his dissimulation; after some hesitation he saidnn a conciliating manner;

       " Instead of thus harshly condemning me, you should, my much loved Mariamne, have di'awn a veil before those errors, which arose from my surpassing love for you—I have erred, but again I say that error was caused by an over-mastering passion for you/'

       In the same tone and with a similar cahnness she anwered;

       '' True affection has no such effects; the first proof of its existence is confidence, the next preferring the beloved' object to ourself, the last
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       proofs are tenderness, forbearance^ and respect; when I see these effects in you, then I shall suppose yon love me; but until then, I shall still conclude that you love yourself, while you falsely suppose that you have this true affection for me/'

       She ceased, and he thus answered;

       *' Nature has bestowed on you a cooler tempe* rament than on ine; you judge of these effects from yourself; exert, for a time, your understanding, and you will discern, that in me love would be evinced by such uncontrouled actions as I have committed; and for which I seek forgiveness."

       Maiianme was agitated, for she could not hear unmoved a husband own his error and ask forgiveness : her natural tenderness and pride were contending; he should not have given her r^son tim6 to act, and perhaps aU would have been well; but he waited gazii^ on her: she suddenly assumed for a moment a more animated look and rejoined;

       ",Were your feeUngs uncontrouled, or uncon^ troulable? if, the former, ypu made the object
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       of your ifiectioiii that xif your udgoremed rage aad despieible raswtmmt* If you plead the lattor^ I ^ onee ref^ to become the vietun  of iofkaaty.  H^kA,  did your uuooQtrouIod feelings lead you to eugpect me, upbraid mey  9od  stamp in indelible charaeters a scene of blood upon my memory? IKd your iHUKmtroulable feelings in-^ice]fou> to listen tacahmmy; confine and insult «n Asmoaean Prinoess who was <mee your faenefiBHStor; degrade^ your wife^ by bringing her for an associate a wemioi polluted with <»rime— n foul wretohitedung wkh a. nmidered brother's Ueod^^rone whose unoetttroulable ambition burst the tenderest ties of nature^ and led her^ frmn TBOtites of policy, to pcnson a young and un-eftndingsister? fiidthese uncoBtroulaUa feelings make you <»y to subdue Mariamne's spirit, by-dallying with such a mass of depravity ? If you thought so, you were indeed mistakm^ and know nothing of my nature. I felt pity for you as my huid)and; I was mortified that A^ should act so. As a man and a monaseh I looked on your meaa pioeeedii^ with abh<H'ience and contempt.    Ah, 1  see your eyes aro fl^hiag with
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       ra^, «ttd iyattr.^beokftr aie becoming fitfiused wkh hloodi Q6iiitr0i^ or.iiot,.this risiBg wrath, poor iMariftOMie ottmot now be mudi affeoted with it i£ it bursts on her, oor ftatt^red i^.justiee 9^ reasou.f(» oooe get the mastery.o^er yovu" . She looked on him with :uit^iieiie»i for some seconds^ then excbimed;

       *f  lierod/O,Herod, yon tfe mining headlong to perdition; crime, misery, and the gul|fc of damnatipQ are wide^ spread before you. O seek the f<»g^Tmiess of your bloedns^ai&ederuqfies from our heavei;!^ FatheP-4ook  4q  ton Ibraseistiai^ and support."

       llien^ m a v<Hoe of lend^mess an4 w|^ca-iion,«h9 added;

       '*  Come kneel with me, and I will prt^y for you, with you, and we will again be hap{^, at least while J stay* Do those woids ^rtle you ? I jiay sOy' because last^ n^ht wh^ deep sleep.^^ on me, the ladiimt a{Ni^t of my lurotb^^betkbi^ me to Paradise; his m^le mien partoojl .^* •aia^elb grace; his beauteous brow beamed with Mlestifll dignity ;,he eaiHed me imay, and Z^lah «tood afar and op^Eied h^ arms as if to court
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       my embrace. I long to flee away and be at rost with them. Come^ Herod^ kneel with  me,  their good spirits and our ministerii^ angels will in-, spire us with holy thoughts. Ah, why do you look so pale ? Why do you tremble so ? What makes the perspiration thus trickle from your brow?   Herod, Herod—"

       He took her hand as he said with faultering voice;

       "  I—I cannot bear to hear you; there was something prophetic in the sound of your words. I cannot, dear, hear you talk of death.—I mean of your dying.   I—I will not— "

       He burst into an immoderate flood of tears, and fell upon her neck. Mariamne was surprised, and wept with him, and consoled him; then lifted her child, who cried because he saw his parents weep, and embracii^ him, presented him to his father, round whose neck he threw his little arms and cried, from natural sympathy, he knew not why. Herod was overcome; and for a short period all  tiie  fast vraning better feelings of his nature seemed revived. Mariamne saw it^ gently sent her child away, and opening
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       her anns affectionately embraced her husband, ignorant of the true cause of his dreadfiil agitation ; and again, with irresistible softness, tried to. win him back to the paths of righteousness and peace. She prayed, ^and listened to hear her words repeated fiom his lips.—He trembled, the words faultered on his tongue, and he sunk down in an agony of grief, and wept aloud. She permitted the violence of his grief to be exhausted before she spoke; but during this time, her soul was in fervent prayer for him. It was some time before he recovered even a partial state of composure, when he tenderiy embraced her, and went to his own cabinet, as if to commune with himself.

       Her abhorrence  o!  the crimes of Cleopatra, and her accidental reference to her murdered brother) had roused the slumbering vengeance of his conscience, ietttended with the sudden terror of detection by the only being he really loved; his superstitious feelings had been also awakened at the same time by the incidental mentioning of her dream, and for a time remorse, anguish, and almost despair, assailed him.   He cast him*
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       sti£  te ihegr^Qiid, Mrept^ beat hifi bo0om» aad reeaUed'^^frery miiiate weiMnfttaiice attending tiM deadis of Adstobdua and ZiUah^and  up* toidediiiBffidf widi ererjr t^nn of i^proach. In tht^ pttpoxyfltn of  16»  lepcntanbe^.iie was on the poinli ^' denoimokg himftelf, and demand* ]tigdei^;*^tfae'diaitt« of el^omie sdone {xe-ventedhtau l^etillMfiMrceof faisieelmgawas flffiBievrlMtt «xfaaitt8ted, die«iiBpidQtoof detectioii flashed across his mind^ and some infernal spirit prompted the idea of rettoying the pos^i* Inlity of disooreiy. That thoi:^t he diuddored at^ and vqeeled; and  mtM  tears fbited their way from his eysB^ at feeling himself snnk so low as to have for an instant aHow»d the cursed thought to occupy li^ mitid. It was night before tie was-mrtored tohis usual state; besought Marianme^ humbkd himself, asked hec Ibigive-ness, and obtained it with the declamtion, that **  asQQiifidence wi» slow of growth^ she dbould not  ttei  dependence untH his actions w^re ac« coidiBg to tl» laws of their holy fitith/' Their chiUnn? weoe Iwou^t, and. Mariamne dared to think :fisr a^ moment that ttore m^t yet be days
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       of happiness in store for her. Cypros joined them, and by her simplicity and piety, shewed haw sincerely she rejoiced in their reconciliation. On the next day Herod ordered a splendid banquet, and invited Hyrcanus, Alexandra, and his own family, and many nobles. The most precious offerings were heratght with his own hand to his queen, and the most distinguished marks of honour diewn her. He even publidy dedto^d her  &Qm  the throne, the regent of the kingdom^ 4uri2^ his absence to carry on the Arabian war.   '

       Digitized by

       Google

       CHAPTER XX.

       The  Arabians, aware of his inteq^on to wage war on them, had advanced to Lod with a con* siderable army. Near that place he ei^aged and routed liiem, and they retreated to Kanah, where another army was soon collected. The king tried to follow up the advantages he had gained, and led on his men flushed with victory. The enemy was discomfited and giving way, when Athenio, Cleopatra's General, and an ally, by her orders traiterously attacked a flank of Herod's army, which so dismayed them, and gave such fresh courage to the Arabians, that they were routed and dispersed with great slaughter. Herod collected all he could find of the remainder; and being aware that the Arabians had mustered all their forces, marched im-
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       mediately towards the frontiers of their country, to compel the yictorious army to relinquish their intention of marching against Jerusalem, and make them return to their own teriitory to defend it against his predatory attacks. •   He; had not long been encamped among the mountains, before his army was so considera1)ly increased, that he determined, by a circuitous march, to try and surprise their capital, and seize on the treasure he might find in his route. To effect this end, he marched towards the confines of the desert, provided with every necessary which could faciUtate his enterprise.   It was absolutely necessary to ascertain the state of the enemy's country before he proceeded; therefore he ordered his army to encamp in a wood of oaks, and palms, and sycamores, near the foot of a mountain, whence gushed a c6ol refi^hing spring, while spies and scouts were dispatched to obtain the required information.    His. advanced bodies were on the very edge of the desert, lest the wandering tribes should rush down on him unawares. Many days had elapsed, and neither the spies nor scouts returned. Herod
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       became anxiou8» and dispsutcheflLofliecs  m  sear«:b of them^ some of whom in two or three days <»ane. in without any intelligenoe of their coiur panions. The men were becoming inaubocdibT nate, mistnist&l, and diHCQirtc«ted» for they had a secret dread of the desert. The king: perceiving this» and hearing the same from  hm officers, determined on manning {^cmg the edge of it, and entering the comitry of the enemy in the rear of th^r army^ while anoth^ numerous diyision dkouli keep them em^doyed on the Judseai^aide. This {dan being arranged, they moved forward* and so<m reached a  reg^ of sand and st<xie8». intecseoled with mountains of ev€^ size and form, all dry and stmle^a £»!r burnt up thorns and crumbling plants^ were all this horrid {dape aff<uded; and a^ dr^ and dreary silence reigned around.

       Herod h^ not received the account of the army near Samaria having advanced:; until thes he co:uld not proceed. He cheered his men,  bdl out to th^n the highest hopes of reward and plunder, and praised and pfcmioted all those who were sanguine and obedient.
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       Whiie eneamped near a spring waitk^ for tiM anrral of meBsengera^ or the letnraof the seoutSy a distant and wide spread whirsixig souod was heard^ soon followed by" a gloom like the awM li^tof anedipse; this sound becaiyie like ^*the noise of «hariote  4m  tiie mountain tpps/' and the gloom inereaflied: die fearful sounds continiied with deeper dadcness, until they became like . rushing flashes of fire d^roarmg the stuUsle; the sokUers were aH downoast^y they were^ pein^ at heurt^mdthmF faees ''gathered Uad^iese;'' for they knew diat this doud c^ locusts was strcmg^than a mighty fumy in bt^^de arfay> and would leave their fields a desohtte wildemefl^^ They watched the direction of thesr ffight as t^ noise decreased and the light retimied, but no man among th^n smiled.

       Towards erening the heat became intense^ and the stillness  of tiie  atmosphere silenced erery tongue; the animds lodced towards the des^ raised their nos^ils  c^kI  becan^ restleiss. Towards the west was seen« through a wide opening between some lofty groimd, a boundSes^ ^cti»it of and sand; dese above the  h&nfw
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       was a thick veUof dark and BuUenclouds; every eye was turned to watch the descending sun; in an instant the clouds were rent into a thousand unequal long and narrow lines, and a disk of unusual magnitude was displayed: the distant clouds were gilded with deep toned Ught, while separated numbers of diverging rays of the most brilliant hues rose on high and vanished at the zenith of the heavens. The mingled tints spread along the ground and illumined the army variously arrayed either in armour, or dresses of their country calculated for defence.

       As soon as darkftess veiled the heavens, there appeared the similitudes of fires on the edge of the horizon and the men hastened to marshal themselves in battle array, believing that their enemies had taken a wider circuit and ^toiled them. Their fears were soon dissipated for it was only the stars seen through the misty exhalations floating near the earth, when they rose above, them they shone forth in all their splendour. During the night transparent fleecy vapours of bright and snowy whiteness suddenly sprung from the earth to an immeasurable hei^t
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       and dispersed. . Few of the ariny slept until the morning dawned. Herod x^onsulted the most experienced men among them/who all agreed, that such appearances were forerunners of some dreadful convulsion. They were not mistaken for the sun rose veiled in mist, the air was suffo-.cating and hot; gusts of wind were sometimes felt, but oftener heard in the air high above them. Before mid-day the sun had become of a lurid colour, and Idazed with intenser heat and a fearful ddence pervaded the desert and the army. The heavena towards the south became imbued with a flame-coloured hue terminating in a violet tint. No sooner was this terrible sign perceived than orders were given to fly towards the mountains. Before that order could be obeyed by the willing yet afirighted men the Samoun passed hot far from them^ blighting with death all that lay within its track. Before it came, the horses, camels, and other beasts, raised lamentable cries, fell on their knees and buried their nostrils in the sand. Even those in full career proved unmanageable and did the same, and were imitated by their masters.

       VOL. III.   F

       Digitized by

       Google

       Heibd saw the dismay of his soldiers, and felt his impotence when the messei^r of destruction swept along; his sins all flashed into his mind and he was smitten with fear, and recalled the destruction of the Assyrian host whom the mes^ senger  o[  the Lord had thus destroyed.

       As soon as this dry fiery blast had gone by, the  meo.  hastened to the n^ghbouring mountains and from thence peered out fearfolly up(m the desert. A k^en hissing iKkise reached them, ^ and some shadowy forms rose from the honaxHi and mingled with the skies: soon after some dust and powder fell upon them; and the ani^ mals again shewed signs of fear and sorrow. The horizon seemed moving, then thousands of «piring columns rose into the skies and came wheebng onward with horrid fury whizzing and hissing. Before they I'eached the hills they vanished, and ^ noise was heard like spent surges rushing up a stony shore. More columns succeeded these, each nearer than the last, till one that tow^ned into the heavens came whirling on, leveling the mountains of sand as it passed and mingling their particles with its ^ires, and bui9t
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       SO i^ar the anoy, that one wail aroee and all for a

       season believed themselves buried beneath this

       volume and burning sand.    Stillness more ter*

       ror-striking than a tempest followed -, the men

       -were cecovering and hoping that the worst was

       over, when the animals and men were cast down

       and the earth undulated and shook^ the springs

       contiguoas were seen to gush out and then re*

       tire, the brooks rose above thedr banks then dis*

       appeared^ and vast crevices op^aed as if eager to

       devour diem..   Horror and amazement  seized

       them, and they thought that the wrath of heaven

       was poured out on their land: some screamed,

       some mattered prayers, while others confessed

       their mfis and called upon their  Qod.   They knew

       not where to go, for subterranean thunder and

       the general appearance of the country too truly

       told, that they were not the only sufferers.   The

       ni^t was spent in terror.   In the morning an

       armed man was seen on a distant hill riding

       towards t^m,  hB  was brought to Herod and told

       him of the dreadful ruin of cities and men, and

       that Antony had been reported to be at Actium.

       By the tiaae he had maxdied his army to Jerusa*

       F 2
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       loo   MARIAMNE.

       lem messesigers met him with the intelligence, that on the day of the dreadful earthquake Antony had been beaten at that fatal field.

       Aldiough this information made Herod tremble for his kingdom and desirous of making his peace with Caesar^ he was compelled to reoniit and- increase his army, and again attack the enemy. Afteir various encounters, he at  lengtii drove them widiin thar entrenchm^ts and after displaying his military skill and valour, compelled some to surrender, while the r^nainder, who preferred death to slaveiy; emaciated with thirst, rushed out and fell by the sword. This last defeat left them no alternative, and he vms chosen^ ruler of their nation. The day these momentous affairs were settled he jHroeeeded virith haste to Jerusalem.

       Mariamne rec^ved him virith kindness, hut settled sorrxMv still sat  oa  her brow and all that he could say was unable to remove it.

       Herod and his adl^rents vrere apprehensive that Ceesar would avenge his fn^MlsUp for Antony by depriving him of the kingdom. All his suspicions of others were increased frcHn the fear.
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       *

       that he might be deprived of his power, wealth, and the means of gratifying his unbomided ambition.   The remorse and feelings which had follo^wed his interview with Mariamne, previous to  his leaving her for the Arabian war, were effaced; the apalling scene in the desert, and the effects on him, had been nearly obliterated by his recent victories and prosperity.   The dread of being driven from his throne and deprived of what he held most dear, completely erased the last. sad remnants of his better nature.   He reflected on his present condition, and cm all the human means within his reach, to prevent the catastrophe he expected.   The first thought that ensued was, " who should succeed him  V    Hyr-canus alone was left of all the Asmonean line. There was but one mode of banishing all appre* hension fipom this unsubstantial phantom of his fear; and he resolved, in the dark recesses of a mind capable of such decisions, to act up to the last maxim of human policy, and destroy him. He masked his dire intention beneath the appearance of unusual kindness; his general manner was more conciliating to all about him, and F 3
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       his conduct and conversatum to Mariamne began to inspire her with hope, and she felt the first germs of delusive expectations, (mly to have them blighted for ever.

       Babarrah, whom Herod had employed in ne-gociations, and other state affairs, was again in Jerusalem; and as if endowed with more than htmian penetration, suspected the king's intention, and bcddly recommended Hyrcanus to return at once to Babylon^ and thus attempt to remove all (msfAcion of his views. D^rmah even urged this step with die queen, on the grounds, that in case Herod proceeded to Rhodes the people yet attached to him might demand him as their rul^. Mariamne attended to this specious reasoning, and privately advieed Hyr^-canus and Alexandra to retire  tat  a time to that city. The fiirmer rejected h^ advice as  oua-nating from ideal fears; the latter had« durmg her retirement, amassed a consider«J)le sum, and was so desirous of spending it at Rome, that she proposed to alter their destination, and proceed there directly. It was in vain combating her inclinations, for  she  mistook   them  for  the
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       soimdest reasoning. Dermah, who was present^ foigot for a moment her usual respect and caution, and r^Enarked;

       ** To go to Rome at Ihis time would excite jealousy and suspicion in——"

       She stopped herself: Mariamne regarded her, and blushed deeply, but made no remark; for it was evident that her unfinished speech had conveyed her thoughts. After this meeting, the queen deoned it prudent to say no more to Alexandra; in private she affectionately tried to persuade Hyrcanus to accede to her wishes: she even proposed that her little son and Dermah should accompany him; but all h^ entreaties proved useless. The old man desired, above all human things, to see the Temple on Mount Moriah, said die at Jerusalem.

       Harp, psaltery, luid chrion, sounded their joyful notes, the goblets were crowned vrith wine; and the hcmoured guests in splendid raiment reclined at the sumptuous banquet where their king presided, and all was revelry and joy. A tired and dusty courier entered the court, and prostrating himself before the monarch, held to* F 4
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       wards him a packet of sealed letters; Herod  took them^ and the messenger retired. This transpired so quickly and tacitly, that but few of the guests observed it. He unrolled the letters, but bit his Up, frowned, and more than once ;glanced his fierce look on the innocent Hyrcanus. He then appeared to relapse into gk)omy thought, and as it were unconsciously, put the letters in his bosom. The sparkling wine was qua£Ped, fredi viands brought, questicms propounded, and dark payings proposed. Whilst the greater numb^ of the guests were thus occupied, Herod addressed Hyrcanus in the following mamier;

       " Have you heard lately from your friend Malchus?"   ,

       , The unsuspecting man replied;

       " Once of late he wi'ote to me lettere of con* gratulation on your great successes, and pf salutation to me.'*

       The monarch smiled, though his cheek for a moment lost its colour, and he raised the goblet with a less steady hand; he next enquired ;

       "  Has Malchus sent you any presents in remembrance; of your ancient friendship  V
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       With equal op^Hiess^ Hyrcanus answered f

       "  He sent me not long ago four weB-condi-ticmed steeds^ to ride on; but time has stiffened my old limbs^ said unnerved my hand, so I have not used them much/'

       Herod's lip gi'ew pale and trembled> his eyes scowled with uncertain and unfixed looks on the kii^d old man. He rose hastily from his conchy aoid exclaimed in a loud and hoUow voice^ which hushed the guests to instant sUence, and filled them with smiazement  \

       **  Thou time-worn hypocrite, thou foul stain on our firiendship, thou base blot of the Asmo-nean line, thou art an accursed traitor. Friends, courtiers, captains listen, buir let your indignation keep within due bounds, since we know your zeal. This gray-haired cpnspirator against my life and throne, has owned that he has held correspondence with Malchus. He says—Oh foul hypocrite ! that these letters were of congratulation on the conquest of our men of valour,and of salutation to himself; and that his presents were of ambling horses for his pleasure. . Our faithful emissaries have intercepted F 6
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       these congratulatory epistles, and learnt the uses of these steeds. Here are his letters to the Governor Malchus, asking for an asylum, ^md an escort, that he may take means to obtain the kingdom of Judaea! This loyal governor not only promises him the means, but is already raising forces to dethrone me> and devastate Israel. Ministers of affairs, take these letters, and endeavour to discover what other miscreants are concerned in this horrid plot/'

       Hyrcanus pale but collected, now attempted to speak, and began by declaring the letters to be  fofgenes.  Herod, with an agitated voice and furious lode, vociferated; •.  ''  Silence, nor let your tongue utter lies, ^edien on the eve of accounting for sudi vile treachery and intended murder. Guards, bear lum away to instant death:—away with him, and let no man pity him.''   ^

       The guards seized him. The long reused to hear him, but strode away, loudly calling for his officers to depart with him direcdy to Rhodes*-lest the effects of this foul deed should influ-ence Ceesari and be injurious to the realm.
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       Before H3rrcaim3 death was known even in the Palace^ Herod had quitted the city, having pi^vkmsly left las brother Pheroras with the chief direction of the affidrs of the kingdom, and girm.  orders to Sohemus and his treasurer respecting the <)ueen and the remainder of his femily.

       Hie queen passing from an inner court, heard and saw a stir and wMispenng among her do* mestics, with looks of sorrow and surprise; she wondered what had occurred, and had hardly reached her armon when Dermah, with deshe* veiled hair, and grief and anger declared by her look and voice, rushed in> and cried;

       " Woe worth the day; O daughter of Israel, gird thee with sackcloth; Mourn, mourn with bitter kmentation; Woe worth the day; for the spoiler hath passed

       by; Mourn for innocent blood, the blood of the aged hath been basely died/' Mariamne clasped her hands in anguish, her lips became pale, and her sight dim, as she exclaimed,

       f6
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       ;  '' Woe 19 me now! fcHr my soul is wearied be* eaui»e of murdepers,"

       Ag the wcnrds passed her lips, she sunk senseless on the pavement. Dermah hastened f<Mr assistance. Her little children, who w^^ near, hearing the lamentatien, ran in, and seeing their mother pale and sensdess on the ground raised their cries of grief, and dung round her, aivl could scarcely be taken i^way. . S|any. hours elapsed before Mariamne recovered her con9ciousness; at first she wildly gazed on thofae standing or kneeling near; obsen^g their garments rent, and every sign of grief, she hastily half raised herself and gazed upon them as she drew her trembling hand across her brow. Horrid unconnected thoughts came wandering into her mind, and hollow soimds of woe involuntarily issued from her lips, ^e gazed on them still more intensely, and paused: the dreadful feet flashed upon her memory,^ die shrid^ed out *' murder'^  and again fell senseless. For many more hours no signer of consciousness could be discovered, scarce those of life; at length mut-terings came from h^ cold pale lips, she shivered.
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       and some tears gashed from her closed, eye-lids. The inhabitants of the Palace ware in great con^ Btemation^ and the people evinced their grief for Hyrcanus, and their concern for th^ beloved queen^ and began to assemble about the courts; the fierce Pheroras ordered them to be dispersed, which only excited them still more.

       Dermah had summoned the physician of the queen but he was not to be found: she saw Mazrah among the crowd and inmiediat^y introduced him into the Palace. The noise and con" fusion had attracti^d SaloiM, who seeing the Essene led by Dermah into the armon, noted it on the tablets of h^ memory.

       Mazrah knew that she was sixfiering from sorrow of heart, and seeing her extended on the couch pale, shivering, and at times convulsed, feared lest the effects of this vicdent shock might be productive of dreadful consequences. He attempted by the aid of pungent odours to rouse her, and succeeded, so far as to awaken her; she sat up but yet remained mute with her eyes fixed. He endeavoured by words of the.ten-deres^t sytnpathy to excite her tears, but she paid
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       no attentum. Dermah by his dinction summoned tbe mourners; they came and tried first to can her attention by the distant sounds  d  low and melanefaoly nutsic, -while in a Toice of sorrow some sung;

       '^ Call for the mourning women; Send for the skilfiil in songs of sorrow; Let them hasten and take up' a wailing for us."

       Her eyes turned towards the sounds, but a va-oant look still overspread her brow. Tbe female mourners in tones of woe fdlowed the'example of Dermah and sung;

       "  Behold the tears  oiihe  oppressed; Have they no comforter I**

       Others responded to the sounds of distant music;

       " On the side of their oppressors is power So they harenojeomforter. Come hasten then and wail with us. For by sorrow the sjarit is broken. That our eyes may run down with tesLrs, And our eyeUds gush out with waters: For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zipn,
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       Loud hmientatiiMis for tiie doin of the daughter of my peoi^e."

       At these last words she beat the time with her wan fingero, and her bewildered thoughts wN« returning; yet no tear flowed from her eyes and she seemed unconscious that^any one was with her-: presently^ in a voice of the deepest and most touching melancholy acccMrding with tlie notes of woe, she sung;

       '*  Ohthatlhadinthewildernessaplaceofrest— Of refuge from the men of treachery and Mood.^

       At the sound of her wnee the little ^hildv^, whom Mazrah had ordered to be brbuglrt near her^ clung roimd her and cried: tiieir grief attracted her attention; she looked on them and said;

       '*  Weep not my babes, weep not for me/'

       She pressed item with convulsive sobs to her bosom, which heaved as if too full for utterance, at length in agony she exclaimed as she put them away;

       ^  Kessings onfaim who taloeth them— Who dasheth my little ones against the stones."

       She sobbed and floods of tears followed, and m  present minted their grief with hers: even
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       the Essene/whose feelings were supposed to be subdu^, wept without the power of restraimng himsdf.

       Having recalled her to her recollection^ he sent the mourners away, and allpwed her violait grief to ^adiaust her then said;

       '*  Mariamne give ear unto the voice of thy friend— Behold the hand of the Lord is not shortened that

       it cannot save Neither is his ear heavy that it cannot hear. Tlie Lord ^veth atid the Lord taketh away. Let us bless the name of the Lord/^

       She looked at him and repUed;

       '*  The hand of the Lord hath touched me, And I am consumed with sorrow— O that I had wings I would flee away— Even on the wings of death would I seek rest unto my soul."

       She paused then added;

       ''  Mazrah the paths of peace are the paths of wisdom: simplicity and humility are the raiments of happiness: frugality and labour are the handmaids of health: the li^t estimation of
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       worldly things leaves room for the contemplation of heavenly ones, and brings that peace which neither riches, nor power, or^ory can produce."

       She looked round as if to see who was present^ and perceiving only Dermah^ sitid in a low imploring emphatic voice;

       '' Mazrah such is the tenour of your life—^take my babes to your silent haunts and teach them to trample beneath their feet the vanities of the world, and look with pity and scorn on the Serab * glory, on those messengers of punishment conquerors, and on those snai'es to every dire ^d accursed evil, conquest and wealth: teach them to despise and subdue the vile inclinations of mortality and to hold converse with the immortal and better part—Could I insiure this for my poor babes I should with joy of soul be gathered unto my fathers/'

       She wept again over her children. Mazrah consoled her and withdrew.

       Although the strictest directions had been given by the king to detain Alexandra as a pri-

       • Mirage.
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       800^; ahe effected her escape the day after she heard of Hyrcanus murder^ and sought the pro* tection of her daughter, to whose misery she greatly added, by her unavailing r^rets, and by continually renting her own apprehensions; her unguarded violence began to produce so great effect on the inmates of the Palace, that Pheroras (»rdered her to be conducted to her former abode.

       After the expiration of three days, Mariamne having recovered the eflects of the first shock her fedings had snstamed^ was informed by Sohemus, that Herod had commanded him to conduct her to a fortress near Antioch**^, while Cypros and Salome were to sojourn at Massada.

       Mariamne received this information without emotiicm, for though she ccmsidered herself as a captive, she was glad, at any sacrifice, to be so fiir removed from Salome, and equally happy at leaving Jerusalem, where  every  object excited some harrowing recollecticm.

       She no longer suffered the poignancy of grief,

       * Of Alexandria, now Scanderona.
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       fat  that  was deadened by the af^oaching cahn-ness of despair: it was impossible for her to be any mcn^ deceived by the delusionaof hope, or prevented from exercising her judgment by the pronuses and temporary repentance of her hns-band : she now saw him in his true character, of a fierce, yet fearftd tyrant, gradually becoming more suspidous of worth and ability, even amcmg the  poor, and ready to sacrifice all around him from the mere apprehension of their being made obstacles to his retaining the rank and power of a king. The few kind and noble fediings of his nature, having no aid from the exercise of piety, had wasted away; the temporary remorse, and the lair promi^s he had made to her, were like the flickering flashes of an expiring lamp, strong but momentary, and the apparenfly last natural efforts to obtedn support from an exhausted source. He had commanded her and Alexandra to be conveyed to so distant a fortress lest their pre* sence and the effect of the death of .Hyrcanus, should excite the people to revolt, and induce them to accuse him to Caesar, and request him to restore the throne to the Asmonean dynasty.
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       He separated th^aci from his own race because their dissensions were injurious to him.

       Mariamne attired herself and summoned Phe-roras to her presence. On his first entering the apartment where she sat on a chair of state» he appeared disinclined to pay her obeisance^ on which^ she with dignity rebuked him, and ordered him either to quit her presence or perform the accustomed homage. The proud savage was reluctantly compelled to obey, and remain in an humble attitude listening to her as she thus addressed him.

       " The friends of my departed grandsire have embalmed his body; I am going to a fortress beyond Antioch, under the escort of Sohemus, and my moth^ under the more immediate protection of our treasurer: it is my determination to convey his body to Modin, the burial place of the illustrious Maccabees. Here is a list of those who are to accompany me; when that escort is prepared I shall leave Jerusalem. By tomorrow at the ninth hour, I expect every thing to be in readiness."

       Her manner, and the purport of her speech.
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       surprised him; at first he was inclined not to obey her mandate, but he knew her resolution, and was aware of the importance of her quitting the capital, and therefore reluctantly obeyed.

       The retinue was not numerous; but the people BBsembled in spite of Pheroras attempts to prevent them, and, remembering the mildness of Hyrcanus government, his sorrows, and dis-gracefol end, lamented loudly, spoke in their customary enigmatical manner of his bloody death, and referred to his grandson, the young and admired Aristobulus. Mariamne's face was covered, but her agitation was so great as to remler support necessary, which added to the excitement of the people, and symptoms of tumult ensued. Some elders soothed them, but neither they nor the guards could prevent a'great portion of the population from following the body of Hyrcanus far beyond the city. Many girded up their loins, took their staves, imd were resolved to follow it to Modin.
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       CHAPTER  XXI.

       Although  the procession had adraueed mcnre than hdf way on the night of their departoie, the morning sun shewed distinctly the lofty Modin^ surmounted by the mausoleum built by Simon for his race. Sev^i pyramids of polished stone indicated the sepulchre of himself and family. When the people saw the noble monument shining in the morning sun, and reflecting the beams from its polished surface, the glories of the illustrious Asmoneans were recalled, and cries of lamentation and anger w^re strangely mingled. Pheroras was wroth, and commanded silence^ but his orders and his threats ware equally unheeded. They toiled on during the day, and when the foot of the mountain was gained, the western rays glanced th^r level light on the opposite side of the hill, leaving the eastern aspects of the pyramids and the mountain side in clear shadow, which cast its deep
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       reflection far alcmg the plain, and covered, as with a mourning veil, the $ad assemblage. They wound up the steep ascent, and readied the extensive tombs as the departing orb of day tinged the heavens with golden light.

       On approaching the great maus(deum the murmurs and cries of the people increased, until Pheroras was on the point of using vidence. Mariamne uncovered her pale and woe-worn face, and thus in a clear and mehnchcdy voice addressed them:

       **  My race was glorious; mighty men of fame;

       The memory of their deeds remaineth;

       But their fame is covered with dsurkness.

       I weep not for the dead.

       For his sorrows are passed away:

       I make no mourning for our father.

       For he dweUetiv in Abraham's bosom:

       The Asmcmean race hath vanished in gloom.

       It hath set in darkness like an evening shadow.—

       Forbear ye to cry.

       Make no mourning for the dead;

       The last of our race is hidden with stealth in the tomb:
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       His soul was rtot filled with good.

       But sorrow was his earthly portion;

       His pilgrimage hath been through a vale of

       thorns, A vale ending in darkness and death.— His name and his race shall be covered with

       darkness/' As she uttered these solemn words she mantled her face, and pointing to the mausoleum went on. The people obeyed her, and excepting the even tramp, no sound was heard until they reached the entrance of the tomb. A shriek from Alexandra and some c^.the women attracted the impiediate attention of the mourners. A figure with matted locks, a rs^ged wdfskin round his body, a staff and massive pilum of spikes in his hand rushed out, and bounding on the stone which fc^rmed the entrance looked round with frenzied stare: he shook his long grizzled beard, ground his teeth, waved round his head the massive pilum, then in a voice that thrilled in every ear called aloud;

       ** Is he here? Is the usurper here ? Is the murderer of Aristobulus here ?—
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       No reqmantof his race remainmgt

       I am the  Avenger of Blood  and will slay him—*

       In the cave of Engedi I warned him—

       A spirit among the tombsofthedeadforbad him—

       Saying, as he rushed by like a vision of light,

       '  Thou shaU do no murder^, — But like the Samoun and pestilence, like the angel of  mt  and death, Herod hath spared neither the old nor young/'

       As theses words passed his lips Alexandra and Mariamne called out in bitterness of soul; at the same moment the fierce.Pheroras exclaimed, as he transfixed the demoniac with his javelin;

       *'  Cursed be the tongue that revileth the king; let him die the death/'

       The pilum fell fromthehand of thedying Mena-hem, he raised Impself on his knee, held the weapon that was in his body and said more faintly; . ** Mariamne stay,-^nay fly not." . They stood gazing on the dying detticHiiac. He seined for a time bewildered then artiottlated;

       '^ The tormentors 4eave me; angels -beckon . me away; the dire delusion's gone, leaving rem->nant8 of horrid truths engraven on my soul."

       VOL. III.   G
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       He looked on Mariamne^ then add^ in a voice of sorrow faultering with the gasp of death;

       . " Lone daughter of misery, destructiqa waves above thy head his dismal pennons dripjj^g with a brother's, and a graJEidaure's Uood-^tiiy husband slew th^m and will— '^

       A sudden spear thrust from Phermas dosed his lips for ever.

       Maridmne trebling oaUed out, as  she  fell into her attendants anns;

       " Seize him,"

       If the foreign satellites about him had not> drawn their swords and bent their bows, the people would have well obeyed her orders^ Phe* roras sternly c(»nmanded them to deposit, the body £^d de{^rt, ciinying the queea to tl^.pkoe apppinted for their night's reception. Damah, refused to obey the order,. loudly.4eclaring that, tJSxe queen hftd ifainted, and shoodkl only be removed from the place of bloodi Pheroras/i^^ts Qfa^opdled to accede^ and^ she was.bome to the neighbouring, haljf-ruined and deserted village Mazrab appeared from among< these wretdved
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       abodes^ aiid> ^^nuit.imii^iatefy suininoa^     al^ teiKl  b&c^       ,

       The nig^ hadLadvanotdlbrfore die wa& weU enou^ to betaken, wi& her m^ilier, to the  tent pve|i»^for hercn^the pisin.

       On the siicoeedkg mornmg die sent a letter> to Ph^oras requiring him to return^ cmd posi-tivefyrefunae^itopiJoceed^if either heorhis inen> ranunedivilii them. Sohemos  dt  the  smn& time^ infecfed by hia manner* titat, he was as-sumii^ the iUreetion of. an affair left by die king^ to his gotcbnee; PhenMras ch^ object being gaimd> that of remoymg Mariamne fW)m the^ cafit^  he. unoenmonioiKdy^ retired with his band» leaving thwi 4x> pnisoe th^ journey with ScdiMittS'and U)^ treasarer's^Bcorts.

       Doris^^^o hfitd dwelt, since the^marriage of Mariamne, at Saiaaiia>hadlieard>of her intended jom-ney to the fortress near Antiodi, and sentmes* sengecB with.finuts and presents to meet her and iiEvite>heiito repose^ and recroit h^self at h^ ha« faitatmi. She gladly aoeepted the proposal, for. thou^^&eyiiad^not met since that time, the in^ tereba^ge of^pree^nls and kind- offices had don^ o 2
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       tinued between them. The intellig^ice of He* rod's tyranny and the deaths of Agstobulus iund Hyrcanus w^re also known to her/ and had excited in her some mistrust. On the queen approaching Samaria a great assemblage of people came out to meet her» and testified their feelings by their words and manner. Special messengers came from Doris to conduct them, and to o£fer welcome to Mariamne. No sooner had they, according to the custom, knocked at the portals, than they were thrown open> and Doris first assisted Marianine to alight, then received her in her arms and they wept in silence on each others neck. They retired together, when she brought her refreshing water and waited both her hands and feet and anointed her with odours, and comforted her. Mariamne was saisibly affected at her kindness and could not refrain from shedding tears as she said;

       ** Grief levelleth aU distinctions, the proud and the poor in sorrow of heart, will meet and forget their wrongs: the separated will unite; and the enemies forgive and embrace. O Doris I never wronged you in thought or deed; all
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       tilings are in the hands of God^ it hath pleased him to a£9ict me with sorrows that I csmnot nmnber and with fear of heart I caimot name : He will hear the cry of the fatherless and oppressed and give rest unto my soul. If in days that are past, before experience was mine, I thought Israel demanded me to sacrifice myself for her, and so brought sorrow to your heart, fwgive your handmaid, forget your injuries, and let me share the solace of your friendship during the days which I must sojourn here; they are numbered for my heart is bit)ken with sorrow, though my soul is not, nor shall not be, subdued/'

       Boris embraced her, replying;

       " As Ruth clave unto Naomi so will I cleave unto thee-^I know thou wert sore pressed, and that thy heart misgave thee when thou becamest the wife of Herod. I felt as thou wouldest, if thou hadst been a repudiated wife ; if the wicked Salome had not prompted me we should never have disputed. Now let us mingle our tears, and seek comfort in our sorrows; we will remain here together."

       The escort with Alexandra approached, and g3
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       Bork was compAtoa to leave die que^ iD re* txire-her. She perfonned every onstomary rite of hospitality, and ^ven gave thfe first'cold draught fhan'tiie deep well to^eihitstyiiOTBe that bore her guest. The attendants had a faexh quet pr^mred for them; but as the days of mourning had not expired^iiiey remained within the armon. The aftetion of Doris and the tranquillity did mudi towards composing Mafmm^, and enabling her to collect her thou^ts, aod prepare herself for any events that mightoccur. Babarrah had eseorted her diildren to ijie fortress,  woA smt  to inform her that the eavtle was prepared for he(r leception. She  mss  de-siroits of seeing her infimtsi; andtibo heartened lier departure, since "Salome was on-harr^ute^to ^Samacria, <pi^vioBsiD4ier pvocsfeding ix) IVfassada. She thought but little of the region through which she passed, thou^ it was celebiated at ^very step for the deeds of warriors, and the wonders performed in days long gone. On descending into the vale c>f Daphne, a crowd cf unexpected thoughts rushed into her mind, and she almost imconsciously took a retrospective

       Digitized by

       Google

       view of all that had happa^ to her from her ftars of that mi^ty rt^er, who was now with hig vHe paramour, driven from their high estate, and etrug^i^ for exist^ce.

       "Salome had contrived to visit Samaria, for the pmpose of obtaining all the information she could relative to Herod, the qi^en, and the affair at Mo-din, of which muck had been rumoured abroad. She had been for some time in great anxiety lest CsBsar should dethrone her brother, for having zealously supported his rival, in which case she thou^t it more tiban probable, that the diadem would be restored to Alexandra,astheonly remaining person of the regal race, which would efiectu-ally reduce her to a lower station, and prevent her accomplbhing her unaltered determination, to wreak her venge^ee on the wretched Mariamne.

       DitAris aiid Mariamne parted with increased nmtual affection, and with the promise of the latter to sojourn again with her when she returned to Jerusalem.

       After Mariamne left the capital, Salome had obtained access to the Palace, and was desirous of penetrating into her private apartments; but g4
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       was prevented by an old and faitbful chamberlain, who respectfully but firmly told her, that his orders from the queen were positiye» and therefore she could not be permitted to enter that part of the Palace. She resumed a malicious smile, and muttered as she departed;

       *'  This queen excludes me from my brother's house/'

       Her spies had ascertained, that Mazrah had been found at Modin^ and consequently must have preceded her; she knew also that he had been at Samaria, but when he quitted the city, where he had gone, she could not discover. These facts she treasured up in her mind, as important weapons, and waited with impatience for.her brother's return; although during the interval she did not cease trying to.add to her information, or employing her thoughts in arranging what she possessed, that she might use it to the best advantage. SJie tried every art to win Doris to her opinions, and exerted all her cunning to ascertain what had passed between them. When she had effected her purpose, she quitted Samaria for the fortress of Massada.
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       CHAPTER XXII.

       SoHEMus and the treasurer had exceeded their instructions, by permitting the queen and her mother to remain at Samaria; they had consulted on the subject, and thought it wiser to accede to any wishes their prisonei'S, for so in fact they were, might express, lest they should be frustrated in the execution of their orders to get them safely within the fortress.

       Mariamne had been perfectly aware of the intention; and as she entered a portal of the castle, turned to her guards, and said;

       " I  knew that I was your prisoner; had it been my wish to return to Jerusalem, or go elsewhere, it was not in your power to have prevented me."

       They looked at each other. The queen passed G 5
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       on through the dry close courts, where the lively lizard alon^ seemed happy, and darted from its retreat in the mouldering walls on its insect prey; some wretched captives stared, but did her homage as she passed, and then resumed their limited and allotted walk. In every court were swarthy centinds, in savage'dresses, and with uncouth arms. No sounds were heard but their tread and chaUenge, excepting when at intc?i^val8 the distant uproar ctf mingled shouts and curses came from «ome subterranean, or far retired caserne, as if the gaming stake was won and lost. Some bdid and hardaied female now and then was seen to lode from tlie narrow grates, and coarsely call her companions within to come foi-ward and view the unc(»nmon sight. They ascended a steep and circuitous stair, which terminated in a spacious court, sunrounded by the backs of lofty buildings :• here were many female captives who had been seAt in by an advanced legion, and were preserved for them until they returned: many of them were evidently women above the common order, all seeined depressed ; and some were the victims of misery.
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       Whwi  Aey saw MftriaimiiQ^ they at first looked^ tbmi  prostni^ted themadtves on the pavement^ inyoet  of thein weepiiig: (me among them rushed forward, and falling at Mari^tmne's feet, kissed the  hemof l^r garment, and exclsdmed;

       '* Queen of Judaaa, the Lord be with thee, liave mercy on thy handmaid Tezellah, and save her from hopeless d^?adati^i and nnsery."

       Mariamne stefiped towards her, and raising her, touched her shoulder, and replied;

       ''  Thanks be to the God of Israel for this blessing; I am a prisoner too; but perhaps our keeper's .orders relsUiing to me are not so barbarous but that I may redeem my handmaid."

       Sohemus, placing his hand upon his bosom, answered;

       " P^oe attend the queen; we are her servants ready to obey her."

       She immediately demanded the liberation of Tez^ah, adding, that if she found on examination she had not been shamefully treated, she. would pay a fit ransom to the captor. When the other women heard Mariamne's name, ihey raised a wail of misery, and besought her pro-G 6
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       tection. One had been torn  from  the bosom of her husbaad murdeied for defending her; another had seen her infants call to her for aid from amid the flames of their dwelling, but had been manacled and could not help them; others had been caught at their wells and borne away; and many mourned the loss of those^ they were betrothed to. They covered their heads with their mantles, and wept in their misery. Ma-riamne looked on them, as the tear drops fell from her eyes, and said;

       " Children of sorrow, I have no power to help you, or I have the will.—I can only weep with you."

       She turned to Sohemus and the officer who followed her, and added;

       "  Are these the trophies of your legions valour?—^The weaker vessels whom God commanded ye to love and cherish, and protect from insult! O man, what a paltry wretch thou art. Strip your boasted war and glory of the veil before it; and what remains?—Systematic murder, and every brutal passion, tinselled with the pride of prowess, and the vanity of
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       necessary priyations. What are ye mighty captains of the world? Men who possess greater skill and activity than their comrades in putting to death their fellow-creatures; and are arrayed either in the mantle of purblind ambition^ or in the livery of knaves or tyrants. Nay, fume not, nor shake your crested helmets; what I have said, is  true.  When men stand forth to maintain their rdigion and territories from licensed plunderers, they do deserve the meed of glory. Alas, even then the viler feelings are all ready, like blood-hounds to slip their feeble leashes, and make poor helpless woman their fated quarry. If you dare to doubt, look before me and receive the lie."

       She covered her face; the helpless women wep^ aloud, and with coi^emptuous cries of grief and anger, m^de the crested heroes blush and fret, and feel ashamed. She passed on closely followed by Tezellah, traversed a lofty terrace, and entered that portion of the fortress allotted to her.

       Babarrah had taken care, that this spacious strong hold should be made as convenient as
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       poBsiUa^  kai  avaiUng^ himsalf of Hoit)d'8 mi-luoaited oisder, had raaaedced Antiodi  {on:  every hocoiy, and even had %arth and aroitiatic nhmbs eonveyed to tbe space nestr her rbom^ that she might not look on t£e dreary swieiiess of isoots and walls, and unadorned buildmgs^ of various and equally uninteresting f<mns. Har 4ittle ehildren greeted her with cries of joy which overcame her, and she was glad to retire into the recesses of her new apartments, and th^» refredi henself, and listen to the innocent acccmnt of their journey, of whidi their U%tle minds were fall.

       The next day, when all the inmates were asleep, she summoned Tezellah, and bade her relate what had happened to her mnce she fled from Mi^lssada.   The g^rl related as follows;

       " Blessed be ihou of the Lord my kind and generous queen. I fled because that serpent Salome wished to einthral me, and the wicked Ananeel to make me un&illiful to the queen. First I tried to find the glen of the Essenes, but was unable, and wandered for many days, until I reached the shores of the Dead Sea.   There
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       m liged woman aiklher husband a6cc^ted my B^atmce^,  and I dwelt with tiiem. Time passed on, -and my desirfe to hear  oi  those I left ^ Mast sada increased so much, that I oftentimes went to the weH, and aooosted the passengers with stieh qtestions as seemed hest calculated to ob* tain the intelligence I Itmged for^ without cremating any suspidon. One motning, soon after day-break^ I' was drawing water, when a tall and beautiful Essene called to mb by name; I. startled, turned, and saw Mazrah. My &rst questions were concerning the mistress whcmi I love and honour/'

       Here she Idssed the hem of her garm^it and wept. Mariamne held out her hand, which she fervently pressed to her lips, then to her fore-bead, and raiewed h^ tale with greats spirit;

       *'  He told me many thin^ that had happened to you, and that you  virexe  tnarried. Will the queen let me narrate all that next occurred to me ? I know not if I should; yet truth has always seemed to me the wiser and safer course/'

       Mariamne was interested^ and bade her proceed.
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       '' Mazrah said to me^ ' damsel, canst thou keep a secret, and serve the queen  V    I scarcely deigned to say more in answer, than if he doubted it (^ me, not to trust me. He thought for a time, then said^ I will see thy mistress; meet me here at sunset.   What passed between them, I know not; she told me to obey him.    I was at the spring waiting for him; before he came, some other damsels arrived; at length he appeared, aikl courteously adced  me  for a draught of water.   As I gave the pitcher to him, he whispered,  '  be ready to go with me the second hour of the second watch.^   It was a fearful time to leave my home; but with Mazrah I felt safe, and then I could have dared any thing for my queen.   He came at the second hour^ and taking me by the hand, led me to the shore, placed me in a little boat, seized the oars, and in a moment his giant strength hurried the bai*k along with great speed.   The moon was rising over the Arabian hills, and shed a streamof golden Ught across the sea, and Ughtened all the shore; suddenly the bariL inclined towards the beach^ and when I thought that we were about to land

       Digitized by

       Google

       again^ he rowed with greater speed down a narrow cre^^ at the end of which was a lofty icavem. I was afraid^ and besought him to stop; but he replied^  *  fear not> the Qod of Israel is our guide and hath willed what his servants shall do/ This consoled me, and gave me more courage, tliough my heart misgave me when I saw the crags high above me, and heard the echo of the plashing oars within the lofty cavern. The moon beams shot far into this sub-t^rranean river, and served to make the rugged crags and gloomy recesses more frightful to look at. Again the vessel turned; Mazrah bade me not to fear, as we glided down a narrow channel in deep darkness, he no longer used the oars, but kept his staff extended, and gently prevented the boat from running against the sides: at length a slight sudden shock, and the rushing up of the water, proved that we had landed. Again he took my hand, and said,' come with me, and if you see any one you know and hear strange words, heed them not, until you hear a plot for murder, th^i scream with horror and rush down the path up which I now will take
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       «

       you, and wait here for me-^again I tell you foair not, for no one can discover you/ I toiled up a winding path, quite dark, holding by his hand ^ at last I «aw a ^immeiing light and l^ard wild maniac iiiutterings; and directly afterwards passed through ttinuTOw crevice in the rock, and found myself on a platform formed of a ledge of istone screened from observation, at the side of ah Mormons cavern; far below me I saw,' near a gushing spring, a large fire, and by it a man doihed in ddns, muttering and crying: the blaze and smoke rose high, but notwitfa-i^xmding, TcoukT m^ see the top, nor far cm any 4ide.  i  stood concealed from the possibility of dtsoovery, and somi heard Ae echo of approaching £Dotsteps : my fear was ^excited, when on looking round for Mazrah he was not there. Th^ footsteps approached, and I thought that he was coming, when, guess my sui^rise at seeing^—Biay I tell you ?"

       The queen, whose curiosity was excited, said quickly;

       " Yes, whatever it may  he"

       " O  my adored mistress, I saw Herod and
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       'Babarrab emerge frdab-thedreaclfe} glixim/ and approach iiie man who ^was neaar dhe Jdazing

       Mariaeme's lip grew pale, init^eneomiiimided her to:go on.

       '^  J9e spoke to him of projdiecy, ^^and other awful things; then promised hiin great rewardn. fie appniached still ii^H?er, and i saw by the 4ame ^l^t that his faee was pale> and that he tven^loi, yes, <the mighty Herod trembled; my heart beat when I saw this scene below me, and not feriran the king, the calm Babarrah, gating on him with a look, that seemed to read the deepest secrets of his soul t that look made me qnake, for I was ^sure that he would not dare to fix his eyes so on the king, if something di^ad-ful was not thought of. The very recollection nxakes me feel afraid/^

       Mariamn^, who had wrought hersdf up to iiear whatever might be told, said in a calm voice tino^ tared with command;

       " Go on."

       "Oh my well-beloved mistress, he went nearer, and asked if he should reign long; who were
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       his enemies—and—and—^if your brother would derive him of the throne—the maniac answered him in loud warning words; the flames from the fire rose hi^er^ and the night birds screamed and wheeled around^ and I could not hear distinctly what was said^ until he asked if Aristo-bulus should still Uve. M^iahem^ for so the demoniac was called, repUed, as I shrieked with terror and rushed through the crevice, and never stopped until I heard the rippling water at my feet, then I sat down and trembled.—^Awhile aflter Mazrah returned, he did not come down the winding path, but from some avenue not  fax off. He cheered me, and we went- back to my dwelling. As we ^ded along, he said; ' tell no one what you saw; I have not effected all I wished, nor got you to do one half for what I brought you: the terror your screams excited may produce all that I desired to effect in other ways.* He led me to my home, bade me be secret and that he would soon return—I longed to come to you."

       At the latter part of this recital Mariamne's eyes had become fixed, every muscle seemed
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       stiffened^ and she was with her right hand un-ccmsciously twisting the silk covering of her' cushioned seat. A thrilling low toned cry of agony burst from her trembling lips, and she sat, as if horror had seized her in his convukive grasp. Tezellah was greatly alarmed and sprinkled some water on her face, and even gently shook her by the arm. Mariamne re-cov^'ed  sufficient strength and composure to

       *^ Leave me now to sle^ep, your tale is very dreadful, but I think you may have been de-^' ceived/'

       Tezellah obeyed her mandate, and left poor' Mariamne to endure aH the agony of deeply suspecting, that her husband was i-eally guilty of her brother's blood. Hope taught her to see with instinctive rapidity, that the circumstance did not prove it, but convicted Herod of jealousy, superstition, and fear of her injured race. Her peace of soul had long been destroyed: the tale she had just heard only added to her misery, by heightening all her suspicions, and giving reality to her dreadful forebodings, and for a
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       time she rapidly compared them. Many oo(mry reoces* and^tbeae facts, with what sdbe had bea«i». and what she knew, had been the^ opinion of the peq)kw and the dyii^ wordsK>f Zillah, made an imf^reesioa* on her mind, so closely ap^ proaching. to conviction,, that. she. could not conceal from ,herself the weight  oS eyidmoQ. against the king.. When she saw her children, siod  their. fiMher's featuies were. Deealled> sbejalr most looked on them with disgust, then turned* and caressed them, as if she, had been nnjust. All  these cijpoumst«nee^ «i)^dted suspiciiDns of her own and her children's safety, and she deteiy-' mined to exert her powi^ to.leam fiom Sohemus all be knew.

       Alexandra had done little more, t^an lament, complain, and upbraid^ since their arrival^ and thus added to her daughter's parplexity* Mari-amne summoned Tezellab, directed bar to keep, the tale she had heard secnet, even from  B&nmh,. and.on the next day at the same bcmr to retnm and finish ber narratiye.

       This last information did mudi towards, rer viving the spirit of  ihd  queen, whi(^ accumui-
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       lated giief had naturally depreosed^ and pre^ vented from acting with, that vigour of which she was capable^

       Tezellah continued her narratlye.oa the jev^tii' hour of tite ensuiug, day,. \^iea the; imnatea* of the Palace.were.reposing*

       " Peace be to my beloved mistress, my straj^ ad^wture seemis to a^Sect my queen more than L tiioughtit wouldi But whyshould die be kept in ignorance of what most concerns her? llie. place where I dwelt was retired and far remoTed from the haUtaticxis o£ men; and until Mazrah came again we only heard that tte nation waa bewailing Aristobulus unexpected death. Ha. wept and upbraided himaelf.and dadkty inferred^ that he might have saved htm; and once.while lamenting said;  *  I conndered mcHre than was. wise ^diat my princess would fed if she.w^se told the danger/ Oftentimes he woidd. sit .near Uie sea and lam^t, though be tried, to hide, Uke his sect, what he felt. When *within our bouse he w$is always serene, excepting the first time he told us the dreadful story, hot I suspected t^at aU was^not right, and watched.him
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       when alone and saw how nature strove against' his precepts.   Many times I found him in com-* pcmy with the demoniac Menahem^ oyer whom he possessed complete controul.

       " Before the years of my servitude were com-pleted^ my mistress happiness was mingled with the leaven of jealousy; I was innocent^and, taking from her hand the price of my labour, departed. I joined a caravan going to Parthia, 'but falling sick on the way, I was left at a lonely vills^e where it was long before I was restored. I wandered past Grennesereth, and was hired as a nurse to a Syrian captain's child and followed him to Samosata. After the capture of the eity, he escaped with us to a wretched village in the mountains, where he was joined by many more, and with them harassed the Roman outposts. At lasthe was hunted to his strong hold, and died figlftihg over his infant. The viUs^ was burned, the men destroyed, and I was brought a captive here."

       Mariamne questioned her on many parts of her narrative but gamed no farther information. Day succeeded day, and yet no intelligence of Herod^
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       reached thein^ and nothing occurred to break the dull monotony of that dreary life. Alexan-dm did little more than cry and vent her anger against her daughter and the king. Dermah was more than usually downcast, for her husband was not allowed to enter the fortress, but coinpelled to return to Palestine. Mariamne passed her hours in educating her child)ren, and in re-^invigorating her mind, which she felt had been weakened by sickness and sorrow, and in arranging her thoughts and p<»idering on all that she had heard and  seen,  and devising plans for nK)re decided conduct whenever she should have an opportunity of acting, ^he conversed much with Dermah, but always avoided speaking of her husband, from a fiear of betraying the Btispicions she harboured of him; the apprehension in which she Uved^ for the fate  c£  her children andherself,led her to determine with Dermah, to try and learn what orders Sohemus had received concerning them.

       It bad always been the opinion of Sohemus that Csesar would deprive Herod of his crown, and probably of his life; yet he was res(dved to

       VOL. III.   H
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       wait a limited time ;without incurring even the risk of blame^ and therefere respectftdly but decidedly perfonned the duties imposed on him. He was too much of a courtier, not to be certain, that the king would rather be pleiased than otherwise, at his acquiescing in every wish of Hie queen that did not interfere with the chief reason for which she was immured in that retired place. He ther^bce did aH he could to obtain thehberation of those captive W(»neii whom Marianme deemed' mijustly seized. She perceiving bis readiness to obUge h^ in these matters, made h» conduct a msoai for es^iressing her aiqnobation, .and bestowing on hnn diattin-guidM noiadKS  a£'  her bounty, and so prepared him to become an easier conquest: D^moah acted widi her and they soon brought him to termjsi^ intimacy, and discovered after a short time his c^)ink»Qi of Herod's affidrs, and his bdief, that if any evil happened to him the Asmonean race would be sought for as the rightful inheritors ixf the Jewish thnme. Thia infonnation being gamed, the jqueen and Bermah socm^ooiffltituted him, ia  iappearance> their, chief counsdlor, and
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       haraig tbuB^ Jur won him, sufferied him to revel in his pleasing delusion until ererf smspidcm of tfaefedntsntiam was lulled.

       Mmnamne and*: Detmah despised polk^y and duplicity, but in the present instance^ the former deemed her life in jeopardy and her ^^hiidren exposed to daager, the latt^^ eonsid^ed terself called.  GBt^  to assist her  ttiend  in this ^E^remity, and did not think her husband in perfed;8ecu-^ rityi, and ki|6w fidl well> that-when-a^ruler falls the ruin crushes those too near; they both felt, that they wffe utiproticted women imprisoned in ft diitaat icnrtiess^ and somnmded by men against whom they could not apply force, aiul so :vv«e j:aBtified'in using 4b& only loewis within their power.

       The firstfiurourable cpportunity that occurred tiie4]ueen^(kessed Soh^nus.

       V Has no iiatdligence yet readied yt>u from Rhodes, of wfaet tnmq^fed betwem  ihe  king andOsesar?''

       ^'The winds h«?e becai boisterous and foul, aaod pevh^psithe n^Miai^ers were sent by sea as the country between us and Rhodes is unsettled^ h2
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       and the scouts say^ filled with baads of stragglers from the routed armies.'^

       ''This long delay Sohemus makes me more than usually apprehensive for Herod's safety. What is your opinion ?" . *' I should deceive you Wjere I, to say, that I b?tve no apprehension of Caesar's depriving He-ipd.of scHne of his worldly goods for all &e as-sistapce he gave his rival/' . " Sohemus, if any evil were to happen to He-i;od ,can you depend on the .fidelity of the garrison either to assist .him or protect us?''

       '' I  should hope that there will be no necessity for exerting such influence."

       ''In case.unfavourable infoxmation should reach us of his proceedings, would it not be wiser for us to return directly to Jerusalem?"

       " Permit me" replied Sohemus, " to enquire of your majesty the foundation  oS  that opinion."

       Mariamne with earnestness answered;

       " The utility to him would be of the greatest ^ylportanee, for I should be ready ;to become the ireg<^t untU he CQuld escape; and resume Jus power."
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       SoUemus was at a loss to reply when Dennah simply asked him;

       *'  If any serious disaster should befal theking> and we were not to return to Jerusalem, where would you advise us to seek an asylum ?"

       Sohemus was more perplexed than befere> and hesitatingly replied;

       **  If such misfortune should happ^, we must act according to circumstances."

       Mariamne asked him with an air of surprise;

       *'  Have you no instructions in case such an event should occur ? •'

       Sohemus was confused; on seeing his embar-nesment Derinah lightly remarked;

       '^ So the queen has discovered your neglect and want of generalship, in not having dectdied on your means and place of retreat in case of de-f^t—I think Sohemus that you had better go and improve yourself in miUtary tactics before you undergo another examination, or give some answer to the unwariike women in your charge, and say by chance, to Tadmor in the wilderness, or to the Oasis of Thebes, and tell them that they sm both close to us, and somewhat nearer Rome." H 3
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       He did jQot like tlieic raiUory, and exbiUted to their keen penetration, lliat he .1^. some seeret oisdars, i which he did not like to i«ll them. Mariamne t added oae ^mcw^ que^<»a as she kept h^ .unchanging  eye  fixed: on his, whiltt Dnrmahwatdied faisicountenance^ nnper-ceived by him;

       " If Herod weronottQ cBtum^ihowJong ^onld we remain in this dismid foctn^gsTV i

       He was now: deqplji?^ oonfuafid^ aiadr. wi^ at a loss for a reply: she did. not think it prudent to excite his suspicions by too pointed.acsoru^y^^ and with.a kind Toioe Bemarkiftd 4:.

       "  It would he bettmr ^hemns Aftwiis. iafl>i:that you iMcertamed 4Ms^point.^-^Would/it :not be wisev for you to go and write c a idispatehiito Herod, and send H ^IJiJiHr by^ sea  joe  by some trusty courier  V^

       He availed him8elfx)£4he dexterous means she had given him to escape, loid left them pro* fessing* his antentioa of immediately .purstang her «ugg6stion. J

       As so(m a» they ifflw him cross die mmpart» and werr coi^d^tthat he could not hear, they
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       coinmimieatedtli^iir siu^jeioi^ to each other, and resc^yed at aaot}ier favourable hour to fol* low up their investigatioii. Dermah proposed to try and communicate  yviih  Babarrah, tjirough an Egyptian whom ^e had se^i among the bousehold.. Alexandra had, from motives of curiosity and discontent, assailed the treasurer in a similar ms^mer, and givai him to underst^d that she ,was unmarked, and wanted a protector. The ambkkms treasurer did ^ot.hear thi§ lan^^t in vain, and thought how hebest mi^t win her. Only a few days passed, during which they had, with infinite liddreas, flattered and won upon thetr^keep^, so as to have brought him to that point, where few men can refuse their, confidence to a respected find admired woman.

       If the opecationa: of the Jiiunan mind wei^ closely watched by us, we i^iould quickly; ascertain, that ttsu9lly>;an9uiyr influences possessing variouS'de^ses of power^ combine to produce a decided opinion, or action. Thus it was with Soh^aQLUSL^-he. was much inclined ta think> that Herod would he:depriTed of hia power, and pixn bably p\^.to death, therefore the. chauce of his H 4
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       ^     -*- IIMT        -      ^   '    -      —         ^   1

       becoming acquainted with any transgression of his orders was not great; he beUeved that if this occurrence did ensue, the queen would remain at least regent of the kingdom, and be able to reward and advance him; he felt his vanity gratified at the confidence of Mariamne, and highly deUghted at the sweetness of her manner towards him, and at the distinguished marks of her approbation, sometimes not privately bestowed. Dermah's mode of consulting him gratified his self-estimation, as she was acknowledged to be a highly gifted woman; all this operated like sounds of syrens on his soul» and lulled his observation and reflection, as if he were a reveller on enchanted' ground. When the two allies agreed that he was in a fit state for them to proceed, they, in casual conversation, &US pursued their end.

       " Is your courier yet returned, Sohemus?" ''  Blessed of your people, he has scarce had time to get there," was the reply. -

       " My anxiety to hear, has outstripped my reflection, or I should have remembered, that it was farther from this dismal strong hold to
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       Rhodes, than it is from the city of peace to Bethlehem/'

       Semiah c^reed with Mariamne by saying; . •* My expectation too prcmipted me to en-qijiire for I disl&e to live, not knowing to^ay vrhere I shall go, or what I shall do on the moiTOw/'

       Mariamne ceased for a moment to ply the threads, and asked with some concern;

       "  Sohemus, did you bid your courier make the eiquiiy of some faithful friend, who might be acquainted with the king's intentions, if any evil had happened to him  V

       He repUed with some affectation of surprise;

       " The thought never entered my mind/'

       She looked at.him with ui^eigned melancholy while a sigh of true sorrow heaved her bosom, and said;

       "Ah, I  hoped that you had more concern for those committed to your diarge, but you have httle indeed: I should have had. more thought for the dog that looked to me for protection."   '

       This natural appeal was more than he could M  6
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       bear in hispteseitt«t«te of:feding^^dnd^here-joined with some warmth as the blood JBusbed his eheek;

       *'  Most respected ^and adomLqutts^ think not that Sohemns has^aiittlt taofCBm^ for .^/on and yours/'

       Dermah quietly remarked;

       '' Then you haTO some pkm  }pp  whioli;iiee are to be regulated^ in case of fievod's defeat at Rhodes.'*

       He rose to dqpart,^ eaiying as^ he did- ebeiaance to Mariamne  y

       '*  Forgive my unwiUingness- totfbonnmBicate my orders; they were entrusted to jnysecresy^ and should not ber^eated/^

       Mariattme looked MEK>rrowl«Uy ^ai  him and repUed;

       "  But be obeyed with firmness and secresyJ' .

       The bk)od first rose to his faoey then he was eviden% confosedy and stanaoeiedi    i

       **  Tliat is genendfy ihe best^ way; but mine I ^pe wiU be resemded/^

       Mariamne looked steadily at him and aat^a tear stidedown-her cheek4tdied  y^^-
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       " If your ori^are not veadj^^adi,  yfovld  yqa obey them ?'*

       He could net endureitba^^loo^^ an4. in ,a vpice that indicated howiffuich ImJieart  W^b  touched, exoladmed;.

       **  ^o, no> a thousand Herods and a thousand Csasarft sh^dbi not ean4>el.m9i^ nQ^.no—"

       MariBMaije»:B^M)fte ia09  y^m  deiujUy.pale, and whose .lips trembled* ii^ Ofic^nts tha^^no truQ man can bfar> said;

       *' Then you would notimurder^^popr defenceless wcMnan}'^

       She CQveredlMriface wi& h^r bands and wept. Sohemns.wqpt.toQu and answerfst^ ;

       **  You have .guessed t^e dreadful truth—such were my horrid, iO»lera—](; promised to obey dsem^bdievii^ Jthat you jT^jeienot what I have fpund you; now may I.perish, may kingdoms rise or faU> I will not harm you; nay protect you a^long as life remams/'

       She held to him^ her Jtembling hancjl as she said;

       *•  Let this be the loktsn o£.a covenant between us^--I will not escape, nor raise my people^ which H 6
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       I could do^ and you will not obey the horrid orders of my husband."

       He pressed it respedfolly but fenrently to his lips^ and thus ratified their covenant.

       After he had left them, she simply said to Dermah;

       *'He has more kindness than I thought he had/'

       Her friend felt that natural feeling had won a quicker passage to his heart, than they could have discovered to his head with all the powers of their necessary policy.   Dermah endeavoured to allay the sorrow and indignation, this dis* covery'of her husband's determination, that she should not survive him, had  produced.   She urged the necessity of secresy and prudence, not only for her own sake, but for the ftiture welfaiie of her children. This latter consideration weired deeply, and did more, than all the reasoning of her faithftd fiiend could effect.   She w^t and  vented, as the tears gushed from  her eyes, her indignant feelings against the selfish, fieice, and cruel man to whom she had united herself.   Dennah brought her childifeh to her, and said;.

       Digitized by

       Google

       *' My queen, my frsraid, for their sakes mo* derate your just indignation and sorrow. Be assured, that in this spacious and dismal place, there axe ear-holes, where spies and enemies are placed^ to tell every expression that may serve to sanction the ends diey have in view."

       Mariamne, though she clasped her children, was still too indignant not to express her ai^ry thoughts, and answered;

       ** Self-preservation is the first law of nature— I will raise the war cry of Maccabeus among my people, firee Israel from oppression, and preserve my Ufe and the lives of my little ones.''

       She pressed them still closer to her, and caressed them, as if she felt prepared to defend them to the uttermost extremity. Dermah knelt by her side, and fervently implored her to sub* due her anger, lest the evil they dreaded should overtake them. Mariamne^s bosom heaved, and she replied, with the deepest emphasis;

       " To God that we were all either lost amid the oblivion of the dead, or that our souls were in the pleasant places of Paradise; even if the soul was doomed to endure the insensibihty of
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       ^ body,  it. would te.preftra^blejtp a life of alarm and misery a but I wiU say ^^o 9^re."   .

       She wept in. sflence ,«vet h^ chiklr^,, aiul the team of her fimidtfefl: too, Weekaof i^ilei]^ sorrow ensued prtgmg^nipM^ber spirits, like the worm on the root  ^  the feding lily.
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       ■Wif^ifm^  -^

       CHAPTER XXIII.

       A SUDDEN tmnohuona noise in/the.oou^  <^  the eitadel attracted tibe attent]oii:.t£ she  e9A  wiA;I)ierBftali^jmlcIiki^da}^iexd^aige4 for  thei8abletJmecM>f nq^hluiLSSiey loQked &fma projedingiaaigle'Of die tenatce^itti4 saw the 8(ddi«f9h«HQr7iiig for thdrMuxas^ siid heard.t^w officers hwdly caUkig .theitt iaj.fo aea? tb^ portals: at the ssone tuod the iramp  f^tkaj^^fi^ and the ^n^n^ oCaxmmirxanght their attentive ears, and pies^otly Herod aad^ xsftwmwefe 8een4idkig.np the steepeaeentiand tbi;<9iigh the dimly lighted portahk Mananmecstaited with surprise, but in a moment rc^i^eised bei^elt clasped her >extended liajids and h^t hi^. head as she offeved a short and:stfeotpcajser. She ought to have met^ him. ia IhOi ^itrancie:OQUrt,
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       surrounded by her household, but she remained in her apartment waiting his arrival. He quickly dismounted, hastened through the passages and ascents, and with joyous steps approached the folding curtains that separated her room from the ante-halls. Her heart did not beat, nor did her lip quiver at the sound of his approaching steps, for since the time of her discovering his horrid intentions, she had wrought. up her cours^ to support her feelings of. detestation, which w^re greatly mcreased by her suspicions of his being the deUberate murderer of her brother. He ran to embrace her: she shielded herself from him, "by extending her arm covered  mih her mantle. He started, imd in a voice of anger and with a look of great surprise, said;

       '*  Mariamne, my beloved Mariamne, I have hast^!ied to you as fast as sails and rowers could waft me, to tell my much-loved wife, that  Csbsim* has added to our glory and our kingdom.—You look at me as if I had been guilty of some crime in obtaining m(»e of Palestine for our kingdom. No joy at these tidings-rNo embrace."

       She replied, in a calm and dignified manner

       Digitized by

       Google

       •' None.—^The prisoner is not wont to love and embrace his unjust, his cruel jailor/* Herod feigned surprise^ and said; '* "What means this, Mariamne ?    I am no cruel jailor, but your adoring husband/'

       He approached her, but she repulsed him, rejoining;

       *' Keep farther from me: I reject the adoration offered in a prison."

       In a more indignant tone, she added; " How dares a mere warrior, whose descent scarce reaches beyond his father's memory, to imprison an Asmonean Princess ?"

       The cheek of the king crimsoned with anger, and he rejoined;

       " This the reception of the wife of my bosom?" She quickly said, in a tone of sorrow and indignation;

       ^'  It is the reception of the imprisoned grandchild of Hyrcanus, whom Herod the Ascalonite slew, and then hastened away to secure hid kingdom."

       The king, from the effects of surprise and rage, could hardly articulate;
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       " He was a vile hypocrite and traitor, and died a traitor's death/'

       With increasing indignatioQ, she i-eplied;

       '^  Fierce Ascalonite, think not to scare an Asmonean by yoiur terror-Importing name> or with yo¥ir voice and looks-rlt's fake: you slew him because you feared and suspected, like the viper, the hand that.cherished you; and sent your injured wife, to lament his deaths as a prisons to this vfle fortress* • I-eave me, for I hate you/'

       She raised b^ itfm between him and her sight and turned .1^ head ai/i^y uttering a sound of indignation and di^qst^

       Herod n^ed, spoke incohei^nt words, and ^sed some threats which Mariamne hearing exclaimed ;

       " You may threaten a poor imprisoned woman, and order an old gray haired friend to be put to death-^Mit leave liie my liberty and I will quickly, shew you^ that the lion of Judah still can roar> and our j^arlike tribes will yet defend an Asmonean against the Ascalonite, who wouW threaten iuar ior being indignant at imprisonment."
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       His wonder wis inciiaafiett ftt th»r  hcid  but u^udiciQiit.wordg^axidfae lepUed  w^h%lQQk6d:&t her;

       **  It  seeokB  that! had soiae cause fonfedr/and

       that 'twere well you were I^ ki: tlri& aeebvied

       -strong hold: I intended it as a pteceof jefuge

       for you, but it proves to have heenra safeguard

       to me/'

       Still she answered him;

       '* You have not^beea to <Sreeee wiljioutMyjEh turning witb some of their boostedJmow^edge— You have gained a little iromxihe sophists there. It needed not  mam  sophiati^ to condemn Hyrc^* nus^ than you.haiv^;i»edt<^^criminatci,yi>urim-pirisqned wife—^There  i»  a -court below* and this place is secluded—you ¥dU ^d an. executioi^ among^ your train—poor Mimamiie* to whom you made so many feiri and loving; promises, is ready toiahed her blood and eee her Uttle  (mes dashed against the stonesrrrWe will go and join Hyrcanus and myr-r'

       She looked at him while she paused; his  he^isf, sunk within him; then added;

       "  My brother J'

       Digitized byCjOOQlC

       MABIAMNE.

       Herod suj^ressed the shock he felt and approaching her said in a tone of the deepest sorrow;

       " Then let us go together—without thy love I Would not Uve: kingdoms, and gkwy would be to me b^gary without it—Here's my sword; slay me and with my dying eyes let me vow eternal love for Mariamne/'   >

       She was neither dismayed at his shining blade, nor deceived by his words, but sternly answered;

       '' I wish not to follow your example and imbrue my hands in Uood—^Alas, alas, I am the only scion of my race, or I would, though thou art my husband, know the methods by which poor Hyrcanus met his end—Herod, there ^ but one more of the dreaded race remaining—^here she is, why not end your fears by slaying her ?"

       She knelt and offered her bosom to his sword, and with imploring accents besought him to. kill her. At that moment Babarrah entered, and in a voice that made even the monarch start, exclaimed ;

       " The Parthian and wilder tribes are within a march of the fortress; your keenest sword will
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       be wanted—I offer no excuse for  thus  abruptly warning you, for it was my^duty,"

       Herod gazed on him,  and left the room, calling out;

       .   " To arms, to arms, close the gates, mount scouts, prepare your en^nes." -  J  Then retumii^ to Mariamne said in a softer tone;

       ** Come my own loved wife, you shall not be a prisoner longer, for I must have you and the little ones set out for Jerusalem before midnight—^You have been unkind and thought I sent you here to cage you—^no, no, itwastopresein^e you, for Ican-not live without you/'

       He would have embraced her, but she ii^clined her head and answered;

       *'  The orders of my lord the king shall be obeyed, and we shall all be ready/'

       With a conciliatory voice and manner he again addressed her asking;

       " Is there any captain you would prefer to guard you to Jerusalem  V*

       She immediately requested babarrah, Reub^, and Jonathan.
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       The king  &eiA  orders to diem directly to prepare. During the third watch the qne^ and all h^ retinue left the fortress and proceeded on their journey. It was thought more prudent to keep near the eoast, until they arrived at Accho, where they rested for several days» and heard from Doris: aft«r they were refreshed they recommenced their journey and reached Jerusatea in safety.
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       CHAPTER XXIV.

       Hebod  repulsed the attack on the fortress, then followed Mariamne to the capital. Amidst all his crimes and toils his love for her was unabated, and induced him to make great exertions towards subduing the anger and mortification which her undisguised dislike had engendered. At one time anger and loye racked him and strove in his mind for the mast^, making him one hour resolve to punish her contumely, the next endeavour to obtain her affections by gen-^ness and conoessicms. While in this state he was summoned to Egypt by the death of Antony and his paramour.

       Cypres and Salome had returned to Jerusalem, the former sorrowful and waning to the tomb, the latt^ meditating new schemes against
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       the queen, and delighting in the alienation which she saw taddng place between her and her brother.

       During the absence of Herod, Mariamne retired to a house belonging to the king, near the spot where he afterwards erected a splendid palace, for the sake of avoiding Salome, and pursuing that line of conduct which would prevent her husband from supposing, that she desired to render herself popular at Jerusalem. , The conduct of thaqueen towards Herod being known in the Palace soon became a topic of conversation, and reached the ears of Mazrah. His feeUngs were deeply interested and after a sojourn in the capital of some days, he reached the spot where Mariamne was. Babarrah commanded the guard of honour in attendance on her, and was soon accosted by the Essene when riding alone, and induced by him to appoint a time for meeting him in private. Dermah when she heard of the proposal entertained no suspicions of the good intentions of Mazrah, but she «xpre§^ an earnest wish, that their meeting should take place at Jerusalem, and that he
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       MARIAMNE.   169

       should not be seen near any place where the queen was,   Babarrah perceived the wisdom of her advice and detenhined tode^e him to leave the   spot as quickly as possible and not.rectum. .. On the following afternoon Mazrah met him in a defile close to the garden^ and was in earned conversation^ when Tezellah appeared requesting Babarrah to return, as the sddiers and the attendants of Ananeel, who had just come on a visit of ceremony to the queen, were disputing with loud and threatening words: he turned to. go and saw Salome, with two attendants dose to him, who directly began to urge the same request; on seeing another with* him she repeated the request to the apparent stranger. Mazrah could not avoid being seen, and therefore directly acceded to it.    She made no observation, but her heart beat with pleasure at the discovery.   Babarrah. and Mazrah did not know how long she had been so close to them, bat both expressed, by an exchange of looks, that they were suspicious and perplexed : the latter learnt enough from Babarrah to make him leave the place as soon a^ the tumult had subsided.

       VOL. III.   I
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       SakMne and Ananed had come on die  pretext of a  yint  of eetenusoy; bat in reality to  mmkii what was goh^ on  Ib  die ixmsehold  <s£  die <pieeii. After the nmal ^nhUaticnw and jontOMB, fiaiome inquised, ^if Maaah had been long about die hotxadiold/' end xemadoed^ ^ diat aldKKigh the had not laaen him more than diree or fiMortiBiiea in joniB years, it was often f<»r<»ie of his scet.^ Manamne ansifiered her with cahnoeas; bot a iitde mnprme was perceptiUe an her joouuteaaneey ^;\9iich did not ^eoi^ the lUktioe of her enemies. After a iew nmtoal asd oeBenusnious inquiries, thoy retumd to the oe^ntal, sadified widi the mceess i^ their

       Babanah t>o«roH»i widi his w^ on the aaped of diear affairs, and «n the probable yioknee lof fienod, if the queen should pensiat in her present line of eonduet; their lyiniens on the whole acoorded, and Babarrah detomuied to pn^xMHS an intemv ^th the  ifamt^^  attended hy his wife.

       . Manamne lespeeted diem faodi, and feitibr them die attachment that a hin^wl  mmA vfiwA
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       Bh^ could Yfily.

       Thfijr met b a mmfl le^ed room^ at mght. MaiiaittiiQ v^ fvU of apiHsebemiim* y^ opljeeted and prepared to b«wr wy pr^posMioft with p^ tioQce. fioM dfitfior tibey w^re  mski^f mi  cer-Jtem of bang 06ebi4ed» BaJ^rfT^b tbw w»ply

       **  When my salute of  *  peace, be wit^ yon'  }m pmsA vpq/  li{)6» it if no fimply sQ»nd« b^t iin in-fmsfi pnfu eijmt'who  isw^ytobitzKirdhi^ fife fw hifi q]u^eeA» and ^o with lu« wife l^ b^ jtrueiy^fiieaids.  Yom  bxb  the last cepitesi^tfttive of A Bobte jnee» in whom is aoM^nti^tod «6#ny ri;KtuiQ^» wd who diould tixGe to perpel^nelfi tiiiem. Pxinceas of Israel, Uanoh  noi  at  Ae  itaJe tl^at { must tell you, but let it nerve your  Wik  itnd flu4^itfitto4Uiimth vigpnr ajad^eeisiw^ It is a nervous matter for a dependant to  spsfik  to a<|u«w of hfir huflfaand* I kpow not mvch of |QOor laws flOBpeetrng naniage, but eoa^de, )lfaat /dimes aie SKfficient to seyser the contia^. Your enmg jginaman Autiganus «rais soourg^d and ilain: ha dttierved perpe^al baaishm^ ot I 2
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       least: hewaa dain by Antony; but at whose suggestion?—^Your husband's. Mariamne, I warned you to nerve your soul; if you will hear more, I will continue; if not/1 will close my lips, and fly this treacherous land/'

       Mariamne, in a low and hollow Toice, said;

       **  Speak on, though it wracks my heart and almost maddens my half-distracted soul, i^peak on—I say, speak on/'

       **  Alexandra, your mother, was impriscnied, and if the ruffian Sabbion had earned the price of blood, it was no more than he agreed for with your husband. You cannot bear the trial, but it must be, or we are lost. JFor the sake of your little ones, for the lives of your friends, again, t say, nerve yours^, and be a daughter of the Maccabees.*'

       Mariamne gasped, and repeated her form^ orders.

       *'  I will go on, the shock had better come at once, though I am loath to deal the blow. Herod is superstitious, and took me to the cavern at Engedi. Tezdlah told you enough of the tale to shew the temper of his mind at that events
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       ful time. He caused thy brother to: be murdered/'

       Mariamne grasped his arm, and looking on his face> said^ in a stifling voice;

       " Swear that your words are true/'

       Babarrah knelt, be^t his head to the earth, and rsused his clasped hands to heaven, and said;

       " By the Unutterable Name, my words are true."

       She. drew deep inspirations, then, as if her spirit had resumed its power, said, with firmness;

       ** Monster of hell, I renounce him, and will ZK) more call him husband.—^Tell oh, you cannot hurt me now; despair can laugh at fearr-^teQ pn, I say^I order you/'

       She tried to laugh, but it was a horrid heartrending sound she uttered. Babarmh, much moved, obeyed her mandate;

       ** Hyrcanus was falsely t(Hled by Herod's order, and cut off to pacify his feara."  , a

       Mariamne exclaimed;

       " I told him so—I told him so."

       At these words Babarrah and Di^rmtih were I 3
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       surprised; th# IsMr  Jkkykci  alatMed, wbiijh Mariamne perceivings added;

       '' Yoti lalmd i& wtooi t besomght Mm to tfay me; '^twas then I ioldkiMBD} and from itsit hour have b^uaidied hkti from my MibraWt^

       BaJ)arfstb^ after 4 patisls> continuM f

       ''  Yon «e in je0!piirdy^ and your ehflAm tM^ Herod still prefers you to all other human thii^, cod vtooU  now  avDnflce m  lKfiM»tth>6t  tittilns to appease you; but you are the last oY tin dfctaded raos^^yott  wtB saBpeaboA  by him.''

       «' Of ^Imtr demwdod Marianne.

       '*  Of aapodngto s^ffurite ddidiniw^ and offside «NH4idiig  moN pMiul  io inotlmrf  no

       She bent her head on DenlndiV  homii  io hide h^ bilrmiig Olid ixkli^^   He

       'tvcnt on tlnn f

       '' If you pursue tbe  mim catOai  that yoti fae«t dene of k^, he ivffl day yon, and tfa^ y6ur childr^. We afe ptejwed to fly t^efV fio HerOd, nor even Caesar,  yj9i&  dfil%  to^klSim*  We offer you to fly l/t^ uil^ and I Wilt etifi^yOur
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       Mariftmae was swpiMd^ hdntaMd, tim it^ piled}

       **  You have told me a dreadful tale, and Cott«

       firniedthe doubtstluiihwittedBaie. Lethimshty

       Boe^  ^Sba  tOBd> is my only vestkig-place^-the  ^nkf

       rafuge f<»r a brdion lieart.   I do fear for lay

       babes, and would seod tkea with lary nracb-

       Unred DermAfa.   No^ it cannot be*   Were I to

       fly, he would piursue further tiiaii the track young

       AauncHi open^; thm too he might suspeei me;

       and no Asmoneaii shall be sospeeted for flying

       firom death in its most hideous fonn--*by a bo**

       band's hand.   My pQcqr babe01 wodld trust with

       you, but them he will not h^uie*   Fly to your

       desert homesy and we shall meet ag^; for I

       know thai ow Eede^ner, our  k^wgm^  liveth ^

       and thai He the last shall siMd aboire the dust

       —shall trittmph over deaAbt   Oo^  Wf  Dermah,

       go wi^ your fi^thful husband, and sometnaei

       think of po(Hr Marianme, who will^ from this

       hour, sk sitent end get into darlmeas, and no

       more be eaUed the quem c^ kmgdoiiia.   Fare-

       weU, a long ffurewell/'

       She clasped P^rmah to her boemt, but di4 I 4

       ^^     ,, Digitized by  VjOOQIC

       not weep^ though both her and Babarrah^s tears gushed from their eyes. At length Dermah said;

       *' I will not leave you, and I know my husband will not: I too have a son, who might be made a sin-offering for his parents, were we to be suspected. Woe has begirt us like a hunter's snare, and we cannot escape, unless we break the toil and fly to the desert; peace will await 9s there. My queen, my friend, fly with us and leave the fierce Ascalonite; he will be tamer when all his feeirs are removed. Our son waits but for a signal to fdlow us.''

       Maritome sorrowfully rejoined;

       " Ah Dermah, you know not the full import of your words,'^peace awiMt me in yout deserts! No, never more will peace spread her dove-like wings above me. Memory will follow me as long as my soul has a local habitation and a name. Tis said, that in the grave tibere is no remembrance:—of misery it must be; for there the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary be at rest. You are in danger; fly, I implore you to fly, and leave me to my fate."
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       Babanrah.kxd^ up<m her, and aaid, in a broken voice;  ^

       .  /'. Never: while a twilight gleam of hope remains,—ney«^/*

       The proud Arab could not bear that his weak-neBs  should be 8een> and went sorrowfully away, leaving Dermah with the afflicM Mariamne, who remained awake until the morning sun had dQ.wned.

       On Salome's arrival at Jerusalem, to her gteat surprise, she saw the king in the Palace much displeased at not; finding Mariamne there. The artful implacable woipan availed herself of Herod's irritated state of mind, wd after embracing him, said;

       "  Ananed and I have just returned from the queen; who might as well have been here to receive her husband my lord the king/' He answered;

       "  There was a time when she would not have

       insulted me in so open and marked a mmmer.

       Perhaps she has society in her retreat far pre-

       £^rable to mine/' ,

       ' The tqne of chagrin in which the monarch

       I 5
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       })r(Mioil^(*ed  m ymbr fmAoA  ^^s  4p«teh>  induced Salome to say;

       ''  Xi^  i^di^Hmi Wdd §9 idHN^^bll^/^t 1pire gladly returned to Jerusalem. 'nmiPtbi!nl& Mr ^at btibtte Ar&b, in %tHM ibiDfMtf^ ttd ^bod AtdehUd Wd& dkfa, and tte BkSMfhe Mitti^, iHM St) e^tuted Mdkmhfe  lA  tte glietti wbeii tB^ •wn^lied feti^ite ittve ttteur tedifi^^iajttjftr

       Herod looked much discomposed, in^ te*-

       *« ttottWiny litiu^ity ttfikilMl W«^ to*e 1an« tb M^; bttt it is p^sshig ilt)rtogel9fM; ^Us  TSMtnt ^dtild bfe 6d oftitti  \Mre sU  is.'*

       lSa)othb h^di^d tip hef (itite^,ilhd d«fed;

       '' It is curious, and so contdd^ to lite tticltcttili ttf Ii^ i^eei H^ Wi[» ^t Modiil, li^bto ^that old tt^ltbt Hyi^^McttUii Wte butted.*

       "  At Mo<]^n,^ repeated ttie tiiig to ^UtiMT, with great emphasis.

       Saidttife dltectty ctJii^ued;

       *'  And he Was  ^i  Bdtiiaria tod, ^eli Mfi^ aDdte Visited pdorBoH^. 'S«^1fothl^,to<Bh»ae tUs proud Asmonean, who is so fobd  bttb^ tcHtt-piany of this b^atrdful Bsd^; h« iii is^d td be

       " Digitized by

       Google

       very beautiful.    He was in deep consultation with Babarrah when I saw him/'

       The king looked more disturbed, and asked; '* What were they consulting about?    Did you hear if au^t of coi^sequence had transpired?''

       "  Nothing that I l»Te 4ieard. I only heard the Essene ask the Arab,  *  when you would re-iurii*' I Ai^ I  mi9f Hm  Abzndx mar tfie . Pidaoe when I enliiei."

       .Hippd bfioke off l]|e discKMim^ aiid 1^ vsiMis <MdM ia iNtttoUitcw  vbA  a^faid  JImw  if b^ hnffrwr tin neiAM  4^  AlasMh.  wA  Mieiyod coiBh fwBMitiQw rf Sokwie'a aepoit.   He osdeied  Jmssi to Jbe ittmediaNly asiasd, «id p»t  m^  the duiv

       Tbi Mttdiite.lift ^ iKif»Wiib» md nn^brtu-suirijr iiwid Mtnah loilemg  oomt j^  sMwkm, jitdiniwfdBitily«Byey8AlAptodig4i^^
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       CHAPTER XXV.

       The  certainty of Herod's gailt, and the dreads in which Mariamne lived/of being the cause of irremediable mii^ortane to her fiwids,' wrought her up to the hopelessness of deispair, ^Sle^ fled from her eyes,, and she looked as if the corroding worm of dealh was jpireying (m ber^l^art. Cypres perceived iiie t state in whidi she was, and hinted to H^rod her dai^er;<All her at-t^npts to induce him to pursue tow^urds h^, and those whom she numbered^ among faer^ends/a more confidential maimer,'Were fhtMrated by the secret insinuations of Salome, who was watchii^ her victim mouldering piecemeal to ^the grave. Cypres was deeply affected at Herod's conduct, and deprecated his headlong actions; for one day she saw him scatter wealth among his
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       »; oid^ pUAeeB;vtowjBCB;  ixd  pablio buHd^

       ii^s tocIie^eMsted;  oa  the aakt^ exact tevcoau^

       ftom his  oppses&ad fttOTiiloes,. aad^dnon-lris

       peo{de^o£ihe produee'cf^cmE^uid^gfcBiixyv' She^iUi

       loiigii68ii vaoing to the'tbmb^ sad her gray hairs

       -were bemg IxrOB^t to it with sorrow by the c^ir

       4iiiet<^htosoiu ShecoT^etedth^societyofASori-

       amne, and soon cdnvincedhfr^fth^ smGmty<^

       ber friendship.    Alexandta was more with' her

       dtto^iteMhan usixal^ and  seemg  her the prey of

       hopeless mia^, feh nmdi more than ought

       hwre'h0eia expeMdi  fiom a <diai;acter so IHde

       iUiaoeptible;<^ toynmpressions*

       ;: .HJBfodatthattimeaawbtttlitdeofhi&fai^

       for he was preparing to eseort Cnsar, with giM:

       ttttBffaBoBDoett from  the %yptian confines <^

       Jndsa to Antioch.   Before he left Jierasaleoi Jfor

       tbetMTpose, he noncUsed Mazrah to be priv^My

       i^vangled.   TeMUah heard of the exeeution ^x)f

       the borndmandatei alid with bittiele grief r^ted

       it to Mariamne. The shock added to hermisevy

       and dieiad* andishe was scarry that she had not

       flown when BabarKah proposed the schcfme to

       Jier; she did-^not attempt to coneeal from hersdf
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       iMepliMl cMrii,.«ttl  nimfMiim pma^  of iittr

       liii, Md bew&iM ite mikthr ita^

       iNf ifMR, liif loti&d ^HMdd MinMBMisi^^

       inmitdd IMT ifiM liid iMu Ob i«tfi cfi^^

       toned ftomheBHl^ that tlMPe  htd  bttti  aob^ liSMitfiei^ in  im  tMart^^hMi ought  Jvm «|prung fMb in all tiie«dbiir4f ifcMiaUMt  Ime, butwhichdttty,di«mnmmwn,iai gm^ luidOTV JHfC ilnodt mikii#im:  aow  ]i4 it^ iMadtired ^iMi 'Hit •dtid^ Aii ^aiM  to  itmoMber liim» iiid«ignit'tlfliilliir JbtiMd not bancailiriA

       tMMiMrttliad liy ter i*  m'Aie  aieai JaMrnM «ftMW«r« Soiae aligii!! feiiiwllMtfineat W iwr te MiiM, iliil tlii feailftga ^ IraniMitf kad tWtffrtJ tbfe f»ati^>l^^^ lt]» 1EooiMi> aikl thai lie
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       ■-—--■^-i J T^Vrtib-   rj'iT^™^'°s<iii

       i/^rii&WQU fltt M|^ tsftwtaMil^te-fitirMiknMiiifeak Old OyproB famr dud; har ^nd Vte 4rail9i« near^ and did all she ccteU 10 Moo*Bt  Imt  fe^ il^;bbt4tt9«bb It^vBsiieMfynlidniglit^ft^lien Ibtt  iatMm mrk  iHilym— d  16 mitaigter to hir tft'tier^fliiglmlr. Sim abmnond fibroO^ Mft* litQHilletMl terlhm%> totia aftnr IddcBug them ^aewiffl Md IMtoiiig iteM dgUml ^ l)t let

       ^ iljr iMb toy Ml, tf Oie^ mte af % dgrkig

       Itot^dmi^ o«r ftnktfttraBCi^iaihbittfitfl(>!> pmrMcMA  MMUtgir bcfe idsdnvttbonttbde^ pafllo tiM ftreoaiftry whevelbqrJuLYBtttldBii nAgi^Y^inr fMilMi&, irdian mie Hi^? goW lAoMi diey shall io4 i»l»i^'''aiid%hAratIu»a «lnA;^i>-^^Nid friiMtilnm ahril cafl edkntptiM 1^ fiitha^ tfaa Wdvm tlky^totlw atd 4y Ify AM ttioii nmMM^ aeb tbjr-old im^«»-ntm  doM iMllftirilMr^toald^ihllB^ifilHMi iimld^^^Aiiii pf Aie»aaaiiieiif %daia; aid illiat>iw iNPfT «Mil^iM wt/"
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       She raised herself on the pillow^ ahd, when bar breathing would permit her/ spoke more firmly as she fixed her eyes, now possessing a more than human look, on Herod's. '

       " Awake thy slumbering conscience—^bid m^ mdry rouse her firom her glutted sleq>—Ah! my mental sight' grows dearer as death steals over my earthly frame. GHutted with blood—^Herod I cite thee byitfae UnutteraU^ Name to stay and hear my w<»xls. Oh whom should the  Aren^ of Blood have wreaked his vengeance when An-tigonus was dain ? D6es the innocent blood of Joseph cryifrom the ground? When the waters idiall yield up their dead whom ttriil Aridtobulus call his murderer 1—^Thou camit not go; the spirit 'that prompts my wc»rds chains thee therci— niy teeth inay dose, and the drops trickle from thy  hntw,  biitthoushalt  not  go. Who shed the Mood of the priests andbrought down the gray ^airs of thy fittend, the Lord's anointed, to the grave with blood? When tbe secrets irfthe dual-geon shall be revealedr-WImt will the pious Mazrah 'say,, when asked who sleMr;him? Ihou canst not take thin'e eyes from miae> no okore
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       than when th« muirdered ZiUah locked  upaai  thee —Trembling sinner^ hast thou not heard, that bloody and deceitful men shall not liffe  mt  half their days ? Warrior, when thou wagest battle with death from that war is no discharge^ save through the portals of the grave-^firom thence where wilt fhou pass? To everlasting life, or to diame? Jehovah will bring eveiy secret work into jud^Qoenty with every secret thing, wh^ber it be good, or whether it be evil—Which does thy conscience tell thee Jtbou descomst ?

       '' The shadow of death passeth before me, what isitthatlsee? Fearful and terrible things lo^t i^ its gloom, and I hear noises as of wailing women^ as of women who wiU not be comforted—Herod, thy thoughts are thoughts of iniquity: wasting and destruction are in their paths—Weep> moum> howl> clothe thyself in sackcloth, fast, and com* mit thy works unto the Lord and thy thotights i^all be established/'

       She raised her dying hand, still keeping her eyes fixed on the fascinated and trembling monarch, then with an effort she raised herself and continued;
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       ''Lest Ik tiroad tH^ iii hii ingMT, AaA  tmn^ffc theem hi» kidigiiatu)ii*-« He  Viho  witt iMsom  mt fiotai Haa^ po^ms  of ther

       grave, Wke wiB i«detta me from death. Who wfll 8#alk>w «pdiaa&  iA  tictory. And w^>e die teiii from iliiiie eyes^''

       Ae theeo laet words pAsied her Ufte she smik bedk and wng numibered wteh the dead. Herod Ul (A ^  gitdwd and ^ the furies of hell seemed tdrtiiimghia soul wHh the imrniiig reed' botiitms of hIaJci&nes irom whkh he could not escape. His aries blought the^ moiumers and aims4i«l8^ fiind Ae Palaoe was filled with kn lAeatafioa far Hie dead.

       Thetemaitis 6f Cypros w«[^ interred with ho* nottP. J>m]ig the days of  mernxmng  Mariauoie ht^  heffself  im/(hit  the airmon, and aiier the bitfial, d^ the |»lea of sickness, retii^ed to the secluded place where she h^d rdsftded while the lui% wte absent.
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       CHAPTER XXVI.

       The    behayiour of Mariamne to Salbflae, fbf

       some time, had  }mn  tiiarked #itli ft degr^^ of

       Att^guslt teWe^  maug  her to ^dsp^tlBttkm, and

       mad6  hm  MoWMe hdr dforts  t6  ibribg her td .

       4«s6h:K$ti€ft.   She irdted t^l  tleHA hsA  left

       Jerusalem, then repeatedly iMmght the sdeiety c^

       AzCib^i t^ kkftg^d Gfttp b^otef/ dfid «t tettgth

       b^d ttiuneikrti^ttiaeii iirtetcottin»e with him.   Being

       ^  p&tfedt  nibfeti^ <tf d66d{>ti(m, lifae W<mi(kd h^

       web around him, until he ahnost acted in  igvttf

       f^tMJb  paMeular tbid^ h^ im^tt^ate drders:

       thd* Wito m(»« t^adityeflfeetod «ui he hiid beecmie

       passionately fond of Her^   Hk higli sitttttticti

       gft«% hun fiM aaeesd to her, aad as the greater

       iWiftb^ of Hid atttmdantB had  gpm  ritiier with

       Ale ki^ or Maiiamtie theit iHicit meetihgH

       escaped detection—She availed herseflf df hid

       tmdcM; moiH^ittld nnd Aim woii  idtti  to beeemie

       her instrument.

       •* My lote you c^mot doubt; with you I
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       should be happy, if one bitter drop did not make me wish to dash the cup from my lips/'

       ''  What/' replied Azahzel, " can I have left undone that so embitters my happiness sinte it affects yours ?"

       She caressed him and rejoined;

       '* You are perfect, it is another who has poured the bitter water of Marah on my soul— Ah! one who has let it fall pn me drop by drop to increase my torture/'

       She put her head on his boscnn and added;

       " I want the comfort such a friend as you can give to my souj, fpr the evil is beyond my power to avoid"   1

       Azahzel looked on the perfidious hypocrite and his heart beat with quicker pulse, and pressing her to him answer^;

       " How can I comfort such sorrow of heart ? To try and pour a balm into your wounds to-day, would only lull the pain, Cannot the evil be removed?"

       She shook her head and siglung deeply ccm-tinued; '  " No, no, the tormentor of my soul lords it
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       over me, spurns me, upbraids me with my birth, eren ordered that I should not enter her armon.'' Azahzel with surprise enquired; •• Who can you mean? Surely it is not our haughty queen/'

       She sorrowfully replied;

       ^*  The same, the very same, who is also un-

       fidthful to my brother—I have no husband but

       yoii, and should be horror smitten at the thought

       —^Ah this same proud unfeeling tormentor hates

       you, and will, I fear, soon induce my fond bro*

       ther to drive you from the presence of the king."

       **  Salome, she has often treated me like some

       inferior being and I have long hated her; now I

       detest her with deep detestation, since she has

       persecuted the woman whom I love."

       The hypocrite was rejoiced at her scheme workmg so readily and went on;

       **  Now Cypros is gone I shall have enemies on every side; the deep designing Dermah, the selfish Alexandra, and the Asmonean—^The beasts of the field remove dieir enemies; the stubborn Roman does so; the Arab and Ethiopian, circumvrat and slay their foes; even the
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       Jfiff^ito » cowmwded to pursue Md kill tfat torn  who ^W }iM nMTOit lekta^Q d* ktndrtd blood—It seei9« i4m>gi> thiM; hftmg itiftlO¥«red t certflin loteiMaM In ^aiitber to destroy us we have not power to anticipate the daod/'

       Azahzel whose fe^iogs of DMfiBtmeat were ]|iQdjed> Ibou^tfUfy refdied;

       «' -Tb^t ]»ii9t be iiMsliuled, i¥rt o^iothea^ui-nd  ]»w  of 8eI^ic«ery«tion^biitiB  font^MsmaMi^'

       Skt  again eaDHsed him^ and thusfoBewiediip her woedi;

       ^ Few souk «ee ^s noble and liberal as my Azahzd's; it was his courage and iMgnanimity that first won my heart.<^The eneaiy is too strong, too great, «o we npMt bear not «nly our wrongs, but liite in je<^paidy, without resialiBg, and perhaps die  tar  oi|r patience/"

       AzahzeFs spu^it was ascited by her woids, and he fefdied ia a lower, but more emphatic vxHCe;

       ^'  An enemy too stvong may be eifeumymted and ensnared, and eo enable aa o^nressed and iarokim fi)e to escape destruction/'

       This was aM jshe wanted from her dupe^ and 4hus coatimied har hellish purpose.
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       ^^ All ngr bdmed* I wouU  S0n yea,  for diat would be ensuring my own safety,  px mtiuxA yDu> ]s& would soon JIMS fiom me/'

       He fien^iitly xep&ed;

       ^ I would not  iiv9  wiAaat  jmiw^rSdKmi^  bow sball we aamovndrei?'

       **  It would require courage and iMiliiflei»'*^Ob mmJL  wffl bear oniko liie kiil; &r if jron wore to fiadU aUmyhopee«rc)9ddbebIaflisQd»J«)d!bodif^ ever lost.^

       With some affected indignation he rejoiMd i

       ^'  Doubt my addieae, but Mt jtty ceurage; how wouM you put tlMm to ^ pnsof?''

       Shealkmed ber head to  svek,  aqpea hiB bM>m as she said;

       ^*  Ask me not^ ad^ Bie no none* fi)r if your life nwe the seerifiee, I shoidd die.^

       U^ibllowed her ioto the seeesaee of tlie toib, and duiB lejdned^

       ^ We are consukiiig for onr mi^ual safely, if ytfi  would not adnse me liow to |xreflerv« your pseciosis :hfe» teH me iMSfr I may eiiauBi jmy
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       '   She looked on^ and feigned melting into tears as she said;

       *' Oh Azahzely talk not of your danger, or sleep will fly mine eyes, and mis^ att^d my steps—I know yonr comuge and address would lead you through the Egyptian labyrinth, but for my sake you shall not be exposed, no, we will die together/'

       She sunk upon his bosom as if she had swooned with grief. He revived her, and then said with scHne degree of fierceness on his countenance; -

       *' You hate me or you would tell me how  to save myself, and thus preserve my love."

       She threw back her hair, gazed at hkn intently, and said in a subdued voice;

       '^ Death in any shape were Referable to your thinking that I hate you—^tell me that you do not, and I will collect my sca4;tered thoughts and think with you, of how we may be saved."

       The insensate man answered;

       ** Doubt not my love, or I will'prove it,. |;(y first plunging my dagger to the heart of our enemy and then into my own."
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       With affected fear she said; *' That must not be, or I should have the furies haunt me for urging you to kill yourself— We must be cool, cautious, and secret.—Mari-amne has been unfaithful to her husband, and therefore, by  our law deserves dea]bh. — She would destroy us, so we may preserve ouselves, and only inflict the deserved punishment.   To aecuse her positively woiild not do—^but Azahzel, were you to tell her husband, that she tried to bribe you.   (^e whispered to him, then in a more audible voice continued.)   It would lead to farther examination, and then, the truth would follow.   It is, my Azahzel, but a most fair way to,  as you have said, circumvent a stronger enemy and prevent our own destruction.'' * He Implied without hesitation; ^' Our enemies shall not go unscathed, your wishes shdl be obeyed, and so while we inflict the just punishment of her crimes, we will defend ourselves.—Let our embrace be the ses^l of our c<mipact."

       They parted some hours after, determined to perfect their horrid resoluticm.

       VOL.   III.   K
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       CHAPTER XXVIL

       Heuod  returned from escortix^  Ckom,  gratified with the manner in which he had be^n personally treated, and lexullmg in an mcrease of t^-ritory. His first wish was to prove to his new ally and benefact(»r, the extent of the confideiibe he reposed in him.

       The ill health of Maiiamne wokild have induced her to remain in sedumon, but he 8um«r moned'her to Jerusalem as soon as he reached the Palace. Her reception of him waa not  mote flattering than before; he liowever disguised his feelii^s under the mask of joy» and after enumerating all the cities and provinces added to his ter-* ritory, concluded by telling her, thsit he intended to send her eldest ^n to Rome immediately, to be educated under the eye of Csesar. Few things
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       could have added to her wretchedness^ this was onfe of tjiem, and for Which she was not prepared. On hearing the intention she locked at Herod^ -but couldHLOt articulate: he was alarmed ^nd extended his arm to support her; she shrunk ftom  his touch, and said in a hurried voice; ' **  Sky hm, slay him, but for mercy's sake send him not to be brought up a heathen, an idolater^ a stranger to the religion of his fethersw"

       Herod turned from her; and she sunk on a couch, he paced the room fiercdy exclaiming;

       ** Woman, when wiH you cease to thwart me in all I do and say ? Your idle superstition and prejudices would make you sacrifice me and a kingdom, rather than our son should be brought up in all tiie knowledge and accomplishments of <iie Roman court. Would you have him a disciple of the hjrpocrite Ananeel  T

       He paused for a minuto, then added with a look of suspicion and irony ;

       *' Perhaps you would prefer some Essene— like that prowUng traitor, Mazrah, for his in-stroetor.*—I have been bearded enou^,  iot  my K 2
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       vigilance and justice, by the women of my ik^ mily, and will endure it no IcMiger.—Keep wiAin your armons, nurse your children, and be pleasant when your husbands honour you with their company.*'

       He would have continued/but she interrupted him by replying with feelings of indignation to his uncalled for attack.

       ^* I should prefer being honoured with your absence—your violence and language are not suited to one bom in the station in which Providence placed me. It might suit some Idu-msean wife, as barbarous as the wild tribes of the desert, but not the daughter of the Princes of Israel. If I have power to retain my child, I will."

       Herod smiled scomfUUy and answered;

       " I thought as much, and so removed the boy, who is, by this time in a galley, and speeding his way to Rome."

       Mariamne's spirit failed her on learning that her child had thus been torn away, and she clasped her hands and sobbing exclaimed ;

       "  Barbarian^ thus to tram|de on the tenderest
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       ties of nature—^to steal away my little  one, without one parting look, without one kiss—to 8end him amid the enemies of my people and my God/'

       Her affliction prevented her from saying more, but  she  knelt and bowed her head to the ground and prayed, that the sea might whelm him rath^ than he should be made an outcast from Israel. Herod stamped and bade her rise on pain of more displeasure. The noise attracted Dermah, who was in attendance, and who feignii^ a beli^ that she was summoned, entered the room. Herod, in a roice almost jchoaked with rs^, commanded her to retire. The jcourageouB woman fixed h^ eyes on him and said in an unchained voice;

       ♦* I will not go,—I will not leave my queen and firiend within the powerful grasp of a furious and incensed man, whose voice is fearful, and whose look is vengeance.—^What, put your hand upon your sword,—^you cannot frighten me, and you dare not, though a king, offer me violence.— I will assist the queen, and if you do not leave the room I will raise the Palace.'' k3
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       She apf»ro(tched the exfaciusled Mariamne^ who had swooned away: seeiagh^ lips pale and her Qyes closed^ she raked: a cry, clapped her handsy and, in an instant, attendants bame bucr rying in^ and the brutal monarch was eompeDed, fh>m shame, to leave the {^ace. He muttered vei^eance as he went, and then vented  hia farj upon all he met He sought Salome in the Palace where his mother had died* She was in the room wheve he received her last awful wanv-ing# The tempest of hie passion had.spent itself, and the recollections  ot  that solemn scene were almost.converted to realities. Tlie bed on. which  fUxe  yielded up her breath, jthia carpet> on which he knelt, had 1>een purified and re{da^. Her words seemed to be repeated in his ears, and the thrilling whispers of conscieuee tdd him of all his crimes and cruelties, and the penaltks attadied to them: he dashed his hand, against his brow, ^md for a time.agony of soul tfareat^ied him with frenzy. He spumed Salcune^ beat his bosom, repeated his mother's dying wOTds, and vowed a thousand vow9. Salome, who had watched him, Approached with gentle tread and
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       the  blandest words, and tears, when she perceived him more calm, and induced him to take refreshment and rest, and return to his palace.

       He did not see Mariamne, but occupied himself for several successive weeks in visiting the cities added to his kingdom, in mising his revenues, and planning vast wd various improvements.   Sometimes the recollection of Mariamne, and the conduct of Dermah crossed his mind, and recalled those feelings of resentment, which he thought he was  desirpus of suppressing. After  he had terminated his progress through his new dominions, he retmned to Jerusalem.

       K 4
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       'In  ^ 'i^JMr V;        *  ~   '

       CHAPTER XXVIII.

       Salome,  during the absence of her brother, had matured her scheme with Azahzel, and only waited for an oppoHunity to execute it: the dissensions between the king and her victim lefl her in no doubt of one soon occurring.

       Dermah and Babarrah liyed in great anxiety, not only on account of Mariamne, but from apprehensions for their own safety, which were greatly increased since Dermah interfered be-tween Herod and his queen.

       Mariamne's health decUned, and she felt reckless of all worldly things excepting her children and friends. The hatred produced by the conviction of Herod's guilt, had become a horror of his name; her exalted piety led to a desire, that her children should be taken far away, and

       Digitized by

       Google

       rather bred up in obscurity thcui be lect into the ipaJiiB  of indiff^renee for their religion^ and for the feelings of their fellow m^i.   She sometimes thought^ that if Mazrah had been alive,  she w^ould have entrusted him with them, since the secrecy of his sect and his friends might have been irehed on.   The tribes among which Ba-barrah would take them, were not yet converted from their heathenism, and it was opposed to her principles to send them where, if he should die, they might imbibe the idolatrous opinions of those with whom they dwelt.   While reflecting on these perplexing and momentous subjects, the intelligence reached her of Herod's intention to return immediately.

       He hoped, and expected, to find her reconciled to the absence of their son, and, after his decided and violent conduct, more submissive to his will. He did not know of her conviction of his atrocities, and did not remark, that as his power and wealth increased, and gratified his ambition, his imperious temper became more overbearing, and his system of poUcy, to preserve his acquisitions, more sanguinary and subtle. K 5
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       Mariamoe Was at the sedudod dwdlmg near Jeruiidem^ wbeu a stmuiioim arrired rei^piestiiig her to return to the Palace.   She left this dialing v^ early on the ensumg momb^ and soon reached Jerusalem.   Her dread of meeting He^ rod had inoreased, it did not arise from fear, she was reckless and past that feeling, but from a horror of beholding the man who had dyed his hands in the Uood of her kindred.   On her ar-' rival she retired to the armon, and desired to be left to take some repose; she did not sleep, but ruminated  (m  the  dreadful deeds which had been perpetrated, and on the miser^ that might await her and her children.   At the usual hour for the mid-day rest, Herod sent for h^ to attend him.   She arose and went: her face was wan and thin, her hair unbound, and her dari^ eyes bearing the expression of deep and settled despair.   Herod was re|>osing on his couch, and as she entered hdd oulhis aims for her to meet his embrace.   She thrilled and turned away, a§ if disgust was too powerftil to be ovaxjome. Though he felt his choler rising, he wias uhwil* ling to continue his quarrel, and again attempted
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       te i^noe her to come'to him. She did not fi^>eak but looked at him with loathing and contempt. He sprung from the conch, and angrily exdaimed;

       *'  Is tiiis  the  return you make me for my love? Is this the reception of my queen after recovering the kingdom of Israel? Is this the effect of the parting lesson I gare you?''

       She felt no fear, but her noble spirit rising in her boscnn; and he saw it by the altermg expression of her eyes. Af^^er looking on him she replied;

       " Your kssan was one by which I could have learnt to hate you, if no other causes had existed to justify my abhorrence. Have you recovered the kingdom to pacify the spirits of the injured Asmoneans ? You expect me to return your love. Base Ascalonite, did you prove your boasted love by indudng the assasmn Antony to scourge and km Aniigonus ? Wdl may yon tremble— Did you iMX)ve this vaunted tove by drowning my only brother? Did you ratify your proofs by murdering Hyrcanus  V

       He drew his digger and sprung towards her. K 6
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       She dul not move but bared her bosom and ex^ claimed;

       '' Exterminate the hated race that fostered you—^Think not to scare me by your dagger or your furious looks, my spirit is past all fear— Again I ask you—If you proved your love by commanding the murdered Jose(A to stab me if your feUow assiassin Antony condemned you  fofc your crimes? Where is Mazrak who saw you murdar my poor ill-f&ted brother?—^Unhand me, monster, your touch is a serpent's fang to my very soul—stab me if you will—but touch me not—Unhand me, I will meet  ike  keen edge of your steel—^but in mercy let me not fed your accursed hand/'

       The door opened and Azahzel, instructed by Salome, entered in haste, and falling prostrate said;

       '' Safety to my lord Ihe king, I came thinking that some violence had been offered to you, and to disclose a horrid plot against the king.^

       Herod had sheathed his dagger and released Marianme from his grasp, when the cup bearer so abruptly entered: his fears were evidently ex-
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       mted by tkis int^gence and he loudly de-inanded;

       ** Slave by your life tell all you know—^Who are these fiml (XHispirators? whare are they? what is their intention?''

       Azahzel had risen from his prostrate position and was kneehng opposite the king, Marianme, pale and almost exhausted, stood not far off. He did not'reply, but looked on the queen and again bent his head. Herod in a voice of anger and alarm asked;

       "  What means this manner tmd this silence ? Bo you wish the queen to leave the apartment? speak/slave I command you.''

       The wretch looked at Herod and replied;

       "  My conscience Inds me not to conceal the deed—^Your queen now standing there has bribed me to give you  a poisoned cupJ^

       Mariamne started, then quickly advanced to the side of Herod, who had clutched his dag|[er, and whose teeth were closed, and in a firm voice exclaimed;

       '' Thou art a false and suborned traitor seeking to murder me.   Herod that wretch has accused
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       ae fiiMy—I win haTvtfae Sttidiedriit owv^ed^ I will have my enemies brought forwaid  tmd  my fiune flstaMJghed before my peof^e—With my God ifiy ccmeeieiiee tdb me that I am free frwi crime—and by His UnnutteraMe Name I swear it.''

       Heiod turned to her and said;

       '' No wonder that yon loathed the husband whom you were about to murder-^Asahzd can have no motire for his fidelity birt.his sense <^ duty> and I do believe him, or you would not have despised me, and looked fike one, bait on 8<Hne dark deed/'

       Her eyes had been fixed on his, and she again with unshaken firmness replied;

       ^' Believe the wretch or not as you please; by the great Jehovah you have vinrottged me— All he says is false. If it is your wish to see me fdlow my nmrdered race, I am ready to SO'

       She remained as if intensdy desiring deatii. The blood rushed into Herod's face and he fiercely exclaimed;

       "  The Sanhedrin shall be convened and you
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       sh%U faaye your wish^ in the mean tkne> away to your armon/'

       He then called for the (^tain of his guiMnl and ordered him on pain of death to keep the queen within her rooms.   Mariamne spoke no mcore but fallowed the officer.   Before she was out of hearii^ he ordered oth^«, who had assembled, to seize the private chamberkdh of the quemii and carry him to the tcnturers.   Mariamne shrieked ai^ fainted when the horrid sounds reached her, scad  she was borhe away.   Derrn^h hast^ied to her, while Babarrah went out am<»ig the Asmot-nean guard to observe how they received the intelligence of the seizure of their queen.

       Herod descended himself to liie dungeon wher0 the faithful chambeilam had been taken: he accused him of concealing his knowledge of the afiair, and even of intending his death.

       It was in vain the old and tried domestic pro^ tested his innocence; the fierce and cruel Herod ordered him to be extmded on the rack. The cutting cords were wound round his thighs and arms, aiid the hot probes prepared. StiU the good old man firmly denied his havii^ any
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       knowledge of the transaction^ and moreover de* dared his conviction, that the whole was &bri-cated to ensure the destraetion of the queen, and that Salome was her bitterest enemy. At this affirmation the rs^ of Herod was stiU greater, he seized the levers, and wound the cords so tight, that the blood gushed out, and they were drawn tight against the bone. At the same time he conmianded the tormentors to thrust the burning probes beneath his nails and within the sockets of his joints. He looked with demonlike joy at the wretched man suffering the direst agonies, aiui again demanded of him the truth. He again declared his firm conviction, that Salome and Azahzel had plotted the scheme. As he uttered amid his groans these words, a distant voice was heard, exclaiming;

       ^' Let the traitor die the death, for he has ^selyaooosed die sister of the Ui^."

       On turning towards the door, Salome was seen through the iron grate: she had fi^wed Herod to the dungeon to feast her eyes on the victim writhing in tortures; for he.was the chamberlain who had reused to admit her into the
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       armon of the queen.    Even the savage tormentors were shocked, and closed the grate.

       Still more horrid tortures were applied; and aiaid the excruciating agony, the dying wretch exclaimed;

       *'  Her hatred for you is caused by some thing the kind Sohemus told her in the fortress."

       Herod grinned with demoniac fierceness, and ordered the executioners to dispatch him, and left the dungeon. As soon as he reached the guard, he called the officers, and loudly de* Glared;

       ** Sohemus, who has served me well, would never have made known to the queen my private orders, but where he had no right to be, therefore seize him, and directly slay him: remember, if he escapes, your lives are forfeited.*' . Sohemus was seized, and slain. Herod went raging to his apartment, like a glutted tiger to his lair. Salome followed him, and kneeUng, besought him to listen to her, for she vtras his injured sister.   He sternly said ;

       " Whence all this misery? I can hardly tell. Curses on you for not warning me before.—I
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       wwt no defence from you,—^What Haore do yoir knoyir of this foul proceeding  f*

       Salome, with affected grief, rejoined;

       *' Sohemus passed his days with Mariaiome at the fortress: it is not surprising that one so beautiful should hare inspired him with unpardonable love. I fear that love was not wholly rejected ; but he is gone> and so now it matters not, for he can lore no more/'

       Herod's lips quivered at this intelligence, and his vei^geance was added to by the fires of jealousy.   He only asked, in a hoUow voice ^

       "  What more ?—What more?''

       Hie fiaid pretended to be much afflicted; and added, in a htdf cOmjdakn^g voice;

       "  Alas! You know I warned you from the first, that she did not love you; then I distinctly told you, that the vile Matrah had attracted her wandering thoughts: now we find the weak Sohemus was a favourite too« Ah Herod, had my advice been followed, there would have been none of this misery  (m  us all«—^Alas! elas!"

       The iiMatuated ii^onst^ still cohtinued to ask her for more mforma;don, and credulously trailed
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       to the accuraoy of all her artM lies* until his

       soul was harrowed up to a state bordering: on

       frenzy.    He summoned Ananed, and directed

       him to coxiTone the Sanhedrin on the firilowing

       paomiug, and ordered that they should assemble

       in the audience hall.   During die greater part

       of the nighty he occujaed himself in anraj^ging

       ,th0 (Hder of the trial, and in p^paring the ac^

       cusation i^ainst his wife.   He was roulsed from

       a short feverish slumber by his attendant, with

       the information, that the hour for their assem-

       bUng was at hand.

       During the night Sermah had brought the phildfen to Mariamne, at her earnest request She kissed them, prayed ov^ them, and with the last tears she ever shed IbUowed them to tte outer door^ where the rough centinel did obeisance ; and, as the tear-drop moistened his eye, said;

       '' I will not stop the queen, if ah« will fly from this horrid place."

       She thanked him, asked his name and tribe, and jfetumed. When Dermah came back, Mari*-amne threw herself on her neck, blessed and
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       thanked her, then besought her to grant her one favour. The weeping Dermah bade her to command it.   She instantly said;

       '* I command you to leave me and join your husband, and fly this hated, this pdluted land. Dermah, when you are far away, and I am numbered with my murdered race. Oh sometimes think of me, who loved you with a sister's love, and looked upon your husband as my truest friend. We shall meet again, where no deadly malice can pursue us, and where no evil can assail us. Farewell, a long, a last farewell.—^Ah! weep not so my friend. I cannot weep; the stillness of despair has chilled me. Go, Dennah; obey my last command; and carry with you my grateful remembrance to BabioTah." '   Dermah clung to her, and replied;

       *^ He bade me stay with you until he gave me a signal to fly;—he has friends and fleet horses to bear  xm  feur away. There must be retribution in another life; there must be some safe refuge for the wretched to repose in. I will not weakly bid you hope for life—it is not worth your keeping.   The very remembrance of your miseries
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       would blast the blessings of all this world's prosperity. May we meet again hereafter, and, * fbrgetful of our former woes/ dweU with the blessed, and those who loved us here, for ever/* They remained locked in each other's arms until Mariamne broke the silence.

       '' Of my babes I dare not speak, lest all my

       resolution fail me.   May angels guard them, and

       may our God forget to visit on thein their father's

       crimes.   Tell them hereafter, that their mother

       was an injured woman, driven through a vale

       of misery to destruction.    Dermah, one thing

       weighs heavy on my heart,—I have sent to see

       my mother, and she comes not.   Ask her for

       her blessing on me, assure her of my innocence,

       beg her to forgive me for every fault and every

       act that fell short of my duty.   And Dermah,

       if she could be persuaded to fly with you, it

       might save her from destruction, and Herod from

       mote deeply imbruing his hands in blood.—My

       memory seems struggling to recal some last ifti-

       pressions.   Ah, they come: It is now I see the

       completion of the greater portion of the dream

       I told you.   Oh, it would harrow up my soul to
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       madness to see farther—^viiiat has passed I can think of—but Oh heavenly Father cover the fa-ture with the veil of night-^Dermah come pray With me» and thai I will try and sleep untU my husband and his judges send for me to be condemned/'

       Dermah shuddered at the word, but the queen without emotion said;

       ^' It will only be a mandate to waft me to regions of bliss and peace—My babes—^what meant those^ forms in my dream?—I must try and sleep, lest more horrible forebodings should assail me.

       She i^aced herself on her couch, whispered a silent prayer and, being exhausted, slept, while her friend watched over her.

       The preparations for the trial occupied so long a time, that it was the eighth hour before the queen was summoned to appear before her judgen.

       Herod had been informed that crowds of ad-hwents to Mariamne had entered the dtyand were bold in expressing their belief of her innocem^; he dreaded more than all of them, the fearless Arabj and would have seized him if he had not
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       ibhoiigfat his d(Hng so wo^ld be a signal for tu-mult: he ordered his brother Pheroras to keep close tolitm, and on the least disturbance tx) slay faim. The Palace was lined with the Idum^an guards, mercenary troops occupied the adjoining streets, and  ike  Galatians, given him by Caesar, W€M stationed in the ayeniies and courts.

       Tke  H^h Priest Ananeel was seated on a chair of ^te, die priests, elders, and scribes occupied their accustomed places: Herod on his throne appeared as the accuser of his wife. Opposite to him were Alexandra, Salome, and witnesses.

       Marianme, supported by Dermah, entered the hall. She would not clothe herself in mourning garments, because she was innocent, and going to the house of joy in Paradise—^her dress was white, her hair unbound fell on her neck beneath a veil. On reaching the place destined for her, she put her hand upon her bosom and inclined her head to the Sanhedrin. She then threw back her floating veU, as if indifferent to the scrutiny of those who thought her guilty. Her face was pale and woe-worn, her eyes did not
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       move> but her head turned gently as she surveyed the assembly, and, for a moment, were fixed  <m the savage monarch, who could not bear the melancholy majesty of her look. Silence per-yaded the judges and those around*

       The High Priest arose and thus addressed her;

       " Mariamne of the Asmonean race and queen of Judaea, thou art cited before the Sanhedrin for offering the price of blood to Atahxel to poison our lord the king, your husband—add not to your horrid guilt but ' give glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto him/"

       Mariamne looked on Herod, then raised her hands, bent her head and in a clear unaltered voice replied;

       "  By the Great Jehovah I am innocait/'

       This declaration was recorded.

       The High Priest called on the king to make his accusation. Mariamne's frame slightly shivered, and her eyelids closed for a moment* but with renovated spirit she looked on him until he was visibly agitated, and compelted to evade her by turning towards the judges, whom he thus addressed;
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       ''Priests and Elders of Israel, to describe my feelings as a husband and a king, would be useless and irrelative. Had I followed the dictates of those feehngs I should not now be here the accuser of my wife. I would have repudiated and left her to mourn for her past misdeeds. She has demanded to be called before the San-hediin, and has in our presence solenmly declared her innocence. Alas, I would that she had given glory to our God and confessed her clrime, instead of adding perjury to her dreadful attempt to murder me. She cannot be aware of the evidence agamst her—The Lord will not suffer such crimes to be hidden—For years she has despised me, and has been wormwood to my sotil instead of an affectionate wife. Neither my glory, the happiness of the people, nor my love have decreased her hatred, but increased it, until she tried, first, to win over to her the long tried faithiVd cupbearer Azahzel: finding that he honoured his king, and feared the law, she tempted him with bribes, to give me a potion she herself would mix—^He knew the hatred that she bore towards me and suspected, that the potion was
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       poisonous. He obtained it, kept it by him and yesterday fell at my feet and told the.whole dreadful story. The previous conduct of the accused upheld his tale—Lest I should be precipitate, a criminal, condemned to die, was sent for, told the doubt, and was promised the chance of his Ufe to swallow this potion from the cup —He did so, the deadly mixture seized upon, his vital parts, and he expired in dreadful, agony."

       The monarch bent his head, covered his face and groaned. The Herodians and others rent their garments, and many cursed the injured prisoner. She stood unmoved, with her,hands crossed on her bosom. Dermah, kneeling by her side, was scrutinizing, throu^ her tears, the fiend Salome, on whose Up played an ill suppressed smile of exultation at the wreck of her lovely victim. Fear was ppurtrayed on the face of the unfeeUng Alexandra. The king C(ni-tinued;

       ** Azahzel is here ready to give his testimony: if more is required the dead body of the wretch who drank the poison must pollute this hall. I

       Digitized by

       Google

       could add accusations of other crimes as deadly by our law, but in mercy I forbear."

       Azahzel was summoned, and the formula of the oath read to him, to which he gave the customary assent.   He told the tale, in which he had been so well instructed by the vile Salome,^ with such minute precision and so many tears, that it almost staggered the conviction of her in-. noeence existing in the minds of some of her friends: even murmurs were h^d from many present, and the minions of the king looked ^ towards Ananeel.

       The hypocrite addressed the prisoner; ** Our law does not condemn before it hears the defence of the accused, so I beseech thee clear thyself of this accusation, if thou canst, before God and man."

       Mariamne looked on him and with unaltered voice replied; ** I have spoken "

       The effect of these solemn words and her manner, swayed the ojmiions of the people, and many wept; Herod perceiving this grew angry and exclaimed;
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       '*  Perjured^ unfaithful, perfidious murderess^ tenfold guilty of deaths I caU upon  yaar  family, itky  kindred and my people, to euiBe you. Pride and vengeance have been the companions of your thoughts. I should for ever deem the wretch aa enemy to Ood and man, i^ho should defend you against these irrefutable proofs."

       His passion almost stopped his utt^ranee<^ Dennah rose,  Im  tears were drml, and she exclaimed;

       '' She is innocent; these accusations are the falsehoods of her enemies, who have duped the cruel and jealous H^od/'

       At these words a, tumult of voices fiUed tte court, and  mmy  blades w»e half unscathed. Babarrah, who commanded the soldiers, stood n^ar the king, and caU^, with a loud voice, that made the hall re-echo and the stoujtest bold his peace;

       "  Let no man uusheath his blade before the Sanhedm* l^t the i^emy should say, that justice has been overb^me."^

       He stopped for a moment; then ;fixing his^
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       esE^e  eyes upon the insensed yet featful monarch, added;

       '' The queen is innocent. Azahzel's tale is false. And monarch, when the honour of your wife IB the question, I may, without transgressing the laws of man, declare, that thou hast falsely accused her^ and she is chaste and faithful.^'

       The blood  tor  a moment flushed the cheek of the noble Mariamne^ but ber countenance underwent no change. Before the astonished Herod and the awed assembly had recovered tJueir surprise, Alexandra, whose fears for her ofwn sa£^ had overcome natural affection and every other consideration, kft her jdace, and rudiing to her injured ^hild, thus barbed the arrows of calumny that had pierced her;

       '' Hence, hence perfidious woman, from the hour of your nuptials your husband has been vexed and thwarted by you. Your perjuries and infidelities ha^ called down the vengeance of heaven on your head, and brought you to a deserved death.''

       She itoie her hair, and loaded her with yet vilet epithets, until Bennah and the spectators L 3
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       raised a cry of abhorrence. The kingdedared his crown and honour tainted; and as soon as silence was obtained, the High Priest put the question to the judges, and they knowing the . determination of the king, at once declared;

       "  She is guilty of death"

       Mariamne shewed no signs of fear, and seemed the.only being there unmoved. Several of the judges, though they had sanctioned the condemnation, earnestly besought the king to postpone the execution of the sentence; and more than one proposed, that she should be imprisoned in some distant fortress. The king was desirous that should be the punishment, but many demanded her immediate .death. Amid this confusion she was led away.

       As soon as they reached a retired part of the Palace, she embraced Dermah, and said, in a low imploring voice j

       *' Save me one pang by going to your husband; rely on it.he will not escape while you are here, and so I may have to answer for your lives. My  only,  my much-loved friend, leave me, or my resolution will fail me; for I
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       shall  bdieve, that for my sake you are both tsacaificed."

       She unprinted one l<mg last kiss with her cold hps^ unclasped her arms^ gazed on her for a moment, and saying, " farewell/' hastened to leave her. Dermah uttered an agonizing cry, covered her face, and reluctantly left her forlorn friend to join her husband,

       Salome followed Herod from the hall into the Palace,  and there urged him not to delay the execution of the sentence, unless he desired to stir up rebdUon in the kingdom; since not only the people  were becoming turbulent, but numbers were  pouring into the city from every quarter. The king was greatly agitated, and evidently reluctant to order Mariamne to be led to death. While his mind was wavering, Sabbion appeared, and prostrating himself, said;

       '' Blessed be the Lord's anointed; I have evei* thought it my duty to my king, to warn him of impending dai]^r;—>theAsmonean guards are ready to revolt."

       These words decided him; and, in defiance of the Jewish law, whidi decrees, that no one shall be l4
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       cond^mied and suffer on the same d^y»  M  called for the appointed officers^ and commsmded th^m to lead her to th0 forum, and tha« .to fu^ the law. One dared to say,  *'  that it was near the twelfth hour, and the law did not sanction the infliction of punishm^:^ by ni^t, oeacoeLy within the gates/'

       The opposition revived the monarcdi's rage, and he smote him and s^t him to confinem^it, and repeated tl^ di^d^ oi^d^, and traversed his apartment with quick and hoairy^ tread.

       The officers entecul her  roomy  and f<Hmd  h» thcace without one inend to support her atiier utmost need« The shve Tesettah wo^W  h»m come forwfurdy but e fierce Heiodian thrust her back. They approached her, imd the chief  cf them said, with faultering vcMce^

       "  Daughter of death, we have recemd our orders."

       She waved her hand for them to tead the way, and followed wiUi daw and steady st^.

       Contrary to the usual custotn, the place appointed for the hprrid milder was the forum near the Palace.   In passing thi'ough the anre-
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       »ue8,  md  acroBs the courts, no friend rak^ a parting cry—^no tear was shed; on evety side were guarda and mercenary warriors^ and unknown faces. She passed the gateway, aiid was eij^posed to the public gaze. Mingled sounds of blessings, curses, woe, jand cries for justice, instantly arose from among the people. She crossed b^ hands upon her bossm, and advanced unmoved by the horrid din. When she had reached the middle of the street beycmd the Palace wall, a crowd of hcarsemen pressed down upon the front; at then:  hestd  xode Jonathan and Reuben; on the side appeared Babar-rali^ backed by the Asmc^i^m guard. He drew his fauldm>n, which was the preconcerted signal, and a chosen band spurred in amcH^ the orowd to surround their injured queen. Pheroras had anticipated the skilful movement, warned by the traitor Sabbion, and in an instant the spearmen v^pce  prepaied, and he rode at the brave Barbai^ rah, and tried, by a sudden thrust, to pieree his bosom; the Arab had but a m^nent to ward off the blow, but at the same time ei^ tiie savage to the ground.   The Galatians had, on
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       the first appearance of the guards hastened through the gateway. Babarrah saw^ at a single glance, that he had been betrayed, and cried, in a voice of agony;

       *' All, all is lost, my brave men; save yourselves for Marianme's sake/'

       She looked at Babarrah, and with an imploring voice distinctly exclaimed;

       *' O spare the blood of my people—Come not to my rescue.   Fly, for my sake fly."

       Then turning to the officers said;

       *' Ye ministers of death lead on.''

       A serried phalanx of men, on either side, prevented her from seeing what transpired, and she moved slowly forward. They soon reached the place where all her sorrows were to end.

       The sun was setting amid clouds, through which its beams did not penetrate, when the lovely victim reached the spot where the executioners were ready to perform their office. She advanced to the step where her coffin lay; with steady hand untied her veil that fell unheeded to the ground, the braid which bound her hair unfastened with it, and her raven tresses floated
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       over her marble neck. A merciless Herodian would have torn them off, but the executioners prevented his attempt.

       Mariamne glanced on the silent crowd, covering the open space and all the terraced houses round, but spoke not; then gazed on the declining sun with an unearthly look; her lips moved as she prayed; at that moment the level beams burst through the cloudy veil, and shining on her paUid face and snowy garments, seemed to change her to a heavenly spirit. She appeared communing with guardian angels as she gently drew away her hair and knelt. The trembling satellite gave the unerring blow— Mariamne's quivering body stmk into its narrow cell, and her spirit returned to God who gave it.

       Then there rose, alas too late, a cry of despair and woe that smote the monarch's ear, and told him that the dreadful deed was done. It sounded to him Uke a mighty voice> that quelled all human passions and appalled the soul. It seemed to tell  him  in words beyond the power of mortals to disbeUeve, that he had murdered his spotless wife.   He stood and trembled, then
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       dusked m utter agony, and ran forA and celled akmd ''io bring him back hk Marianme/^ He met her bier, and following it his brother's corpse stffl looking fierce. As if a momciit's doubt flnriied acmes hii maddeiusigl)rain, he tore away the covermg firom Mariamn^ coffin, and ^w her iiee placid and loi»eIy, even in deatib, no stain had soiled it, but her tresses were clogged with gore, and nmtted on her bosom.

       Again the loud wail of woe was he^, and he remembered thet she was gone  for  ever. He placed his hands upon his brow as if smitten l]^ some unseen power—^he screamed and rushed away seouiged by the lashes of upbraidmg con-scmoe, and with burning madness on his soul. When the tempest of his mind was luUed, he ordered his cheers to prepare the minslrels and banquet, and called for Mariamne; when she came not, he repeated her name until the horrid truA was remembered^ and he again became a ravmg maniac.—M^ftths passed away; be left his kingdom, wandered aimid the deserts, and cafled fbr her he had €o foully murdered. Time and the win of Providrace restored him to his
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       reason. His transient penitence had no foundation on which to stand; he again became a t)rrant, and imbrued his guilty hands in blood, until;

       The voice in Rama had been heard ; Lamentation, and most bitter weeping; The daughters of Rachael weeping for  their

       children. Refusing to be comforted for their children, because they were not. Then God smote  him with loathsome and horrible diseases, and astonishment of heart, and called him to the tribuual of Ahnighty justice.
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       NOTE.

       Lest  it should be thought, that I have transgressed, without some authority, the scanty outline of the Jewish historian in his account of Alexandra's conduct to her daughter, I quote the following passages from the work of the writer who calls himself Joseph the son of Gorion.

       *'  Alexandra verd, illius mater, cim ei res innotuisset,  prosiliens  exclamavit atque indigna-bunda Salomen regis sororem, sic allocuta est: egredere perfida, quae marito tuo semper refirac-taria fuisti, eumque  mendadis  et  scortationibus tuis ad mortem adegisti, dein concitato animo ac voce sublata haec ei ingessit maledicta/'

       '* FoeminsB quoque aUae multse per fenestras et cancellos prospicientes maledictis illam ac pro-
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       bris affecenurt> quM Maiiamne ipsius fraude absque uHo suo merito ad mortem refer^tur/' &c. &c.      -

       The difference between the true and spurious Josephus I have used as I thought best.—I will add'the following words;

       '*  In dicta Josippi Epitom: pag 139, narratur^ qu6d Mariamna ad  forum urbis perducta ibique inteffecta sit.

       *'  Cumque ad lociim> motti destinatam> yenis— set,  calhan demuJUOwn prkbuit  gkdio satellitis regii, qui ilkun mandato regis inteHecit/^

       THE  END.

       Printed by R. Gilbert, St. Jolin's Square, London.
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